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Calendar 
 

February 
 
4 Education Committee, Wachiska office, 6:00 p.m. 
11 Conservation Committee, Wachiska office, 5:30 p.m. 
14 General Meeting, Nebraska’s Natural Legacy Project, by             
             Melissa Panella, NGPC 
15 Newsletter submission deadline, Wachiska office, 5:00 p.m. 
16 Bird EnCOUNTer, Eiseley Library, 1530 Superior Street,             
       10:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon (page 2) 
19 Board Meeting, Wachiska office, 7:00 p.m. 
23 Field Trip to Branched Oak Lake, 1:30 p.m. (page 2) 
28 Legislation Committee, DaVinci’s, 11th & G sts., 6:00 p.m. 

M elissa Panella has been 
working as a wildlife 
biologist with the 

Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission for 10 years. From 
her office in Lincoln and if she’s 
lucky, occasionally from the field, 
she works on statewide planning 
and implementation of the 
Nebraska Natural Legacy Project. 
 
The Nebraska Natural Legacy 
Project carries out our state's 
wildlife action plan which serves 
as the blueprint for conserving 
Nebraska's at-risk species and 
keeping native common species 
common. The Natural Legacy Project provides numerous 
opportunities for collaborative conservation. Recovering 
America's Wildlife Act could become a new funding source to 
create additional opportunities and incentives for Nebraskans to 
participate in enhancing our wildlife resources. 
 

As our February program, Melissa will present current projects 
underway to improve habitat and populations of Nebraska’s  
at-risk species as well as share upcoming conservation 
opportunities. She confesses that she most often takes pictures 
with her phone but has access to professional wildlife 
photographers and happily uses their pictures to tell the 
conservation story. She will discuss “Recovering America’s 
Wildlife Act” with us and will answer questions about the 
introduced legislation. 
 
Melissa has first-hand experience with several of the state’s 
threatened and endangered species. Her background includes 
wildlife research, conservation planning, environmental 
education, park work, animal husbandry, writing, and scientific 
editing. She earned her master’s degree in wildlife ecology and 
management in 2004 and her bachelor’s degree in biology in 
the late 1990s from The Ohio State University in Columbus. A 
decade ago, she headed west from Ohio for a temporary job in 
Nebraska, found herself awed by all the natural beauty the 
state had to offer, and it’s been the place she’s chosen to call 
home since. Melissa lives in Lincoln with her birder husband, 
drummer son, artist daughter, and rescue pets: a quirky mutt 
and two noisy parrots.  
 
Spend Valentine’s Day with Wachiska Thursday, February 14, 
and hear Melissa’s talk at 7:00 p.m. at Lincoln’s Unitarian 
Church, 6300 A Street. Free parking is available in the church 
lot with overflow parking in the Pius High School lot across the 
street to the west. There is easy access to the church with no 
steps and plenty of space for mingling during the refreshment 
time following this free public presentation. 
 
 

Birdseed Sale Order Form Next Month 
 
Watch for the March issue of The Babbling Brook for the Spring 
Birdseed Sale order form. Orders with payment must be in by 
March 6 in order to pick up your orders on March 15 and 16. 

Melissa Panella  
with a piping plover 
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  Field Trip      
      by John Carlini, Field Trip Chair                    

Betting on Birding at Branched Oak Lake 
 
Gambling isn't generally associated with birding but trying to find 
great birds can oftentimes feel like bingo for nature lovers. As 
the season shifts from winter to spring, one never knows what 
prizes await observation at Branched Oak Lake State Recreation 
Area (SRA) just north of Lincoln. The area's premier destination 
for waterfowl can host dozens of bald eagles one week, but then 
change dramatically in a matter of days as wintery conditions 
subside and waters open up. This trip will take us in the 
footsteps of birders who have been reporting exciting December 
and January visitors at the lake such as trumpeter swans, purple 
finches, a lesser black-backed gull, and a rare mountain bluebird 
that appears to be spending the winter with some eastern 
bluebirds at one of the campgrounds. We'll drive around the lake 
to scan from several vantage points and also take a short hike. 
 
Join us on Saturday, February 23, at 1:30 p.m. at Branched Oak 
Lake SRA located 16 miles northwest of Lincoln. Meet in Area 14 
parking lot at the southeast corner of the lake and dam, just 
north of the intersection of N.W. Crounse Road and W. Raymond 
Road. Bring binoculars and scope if you have them. A state park 
vehicle entry permit is required, and day passes are available for 
$6/vehicle. The public is welcome. If you have questions, call 
John at 402-475-7275. 
 

Celebrate Great Backyard Bird Count 
 

Over President’s Day weekend, bird-lovers take part in the Great 
Backyard Bird Count by counting the birds they see at their 
feeders for at least 15 minutes. Spring Creek Prairie Audubon 
Center is encouraging participants to enjoy the count in four 
additional ways over the long weekend.  
 

The center will hold free family bird walks on both Friday and 
Saturday, February 15 - 16, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Binoculars will be available for both guided walks.  
 

On Friday evening, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m., the center is throwing BIRDS 
& BREWS: For Mature “Owldiences” Only. This adult-only event 
will feature a live owl presentation followed by trivia themed 
around owl and other bird-mating rituals, sexual behavior, and 
more. Brews will be provided by Zipline Brewing Company of 
Lincoln. The cost is $15/person.  
 

On Sunday afternoon, Jason St. Sauver will present “BIRD is the 
WORD,” a fun, informal presentation on how many birds got 
their names—from crazy color and sound descriptions to the 
interesting people they were named after. This workshop is for 
all ages and has a fee of $10/person. 
 

Pre-registration is required for these events. Register by email at 
scp@audubon.org or call 402-797-2301. 

Bird EnCOUNTer  
February 16 at Eiseley Library 

by Mary King, Population and Environment Committee 
 
Join Wachiska Audubon and the Lincoln City Libraries for a fun 
and educational family event celebrating our feathered friends. 
This 7th annual Bird EnCOUNTer being held at Eiseley Library 
this year will feature live raptors, bird drawing lessons, bird 
feeder making, and birdwatching with child-sized binoculars to 
name a few of the hands-on activities. The program is especially 
planned for pre-school and elementary kids and their families. 
  
Come to Loren Eiseley 
Library, 1530 Superior 
Street, on Saturday, 
February 16, 10:30 
a.m. – 12:00 noon to 
explore with our 
supporting partners 
along with Lincoln City 
Libraries: Nebraska 
Game and Parks 
Commission, Wild 
Bird Habitat Store, 
Fontenelle Forest 
Association, and Nebraska Master Naturalists. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go beyond participation and volunteer to assist at this event by 
contacting Mary King, marybruceking6@gmail.com, or  
402-570-3295. There is no prior training required. Those who 
helped in the past found this to be an exciting and rewarding 
experience. This free activity is planned by Wachiska’s  
Population and Environment Committee. 
 
 

Lynn Darling Celebration of Life 
 
You are invited to gather to celebrate the life of Lynn Darling on 
Sunday, March 3, at 2:00 p.m. at the Ferguson House,700 South 
16th Street in Lincoln. This is the home of the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust, located across the street from the 
southeast corner of the State Capitol Building. This will be an 
informal gathering of friends and family to share stories in 
memory of our multifaceted friend who was a long-time 
member and generous supporter of Wachiska Audubon. 

Tim Knott at 2018 Bird EnCOUNTer 

Tom and Sue Guild assisting with activities 
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Lincoln’s 2018 Christmas Bird Count Report 
by Jason “the Birdnerd” St. Sauver 

  
On an unseasonably warm Sunday, December 16, over 50 volunteer birders split up in areas all around Lincoln to take part in 
Audubon’s 119th annual Christmas Bird Count. Even though preliminary reports look like bird numbers were down, counters enjoyed 
their time outside in the sun participating in the longest-running community science project in the world. This year, 69 species were 
recorded across Lincoln’s count circle in 2018. While it is too early to make predictions from just one year of data, I did hear from 
several counters that, overall, bird numbers seemed to be down from past years. We know from last month’s excellent newsletter 
article by Dr. Paul Johnsgard that climate change is affecting many species, as well as continued habitat loss, but that is why we count.  
 
THANK YOU to all our counters: Dennis Bauers, Collen Beard, Matt Beisel, Keegan Beisel, Emily Binder, Mary Bomberger-Brown, 
Andrea Bornemeier, M. Scott Bradley, Anita Breckbill, Linda Brown, Jan Cade, Pat Cole, Barbara Di Bernard, Larry Einemann, Andrea 
Faas, Joe Gubanyi, Sue Guild, Pat Halderman, Norm & Linda Helzer, Carol Hinkle, Esa Jarvi, Paul Johnsgard, Jenny Jo Johnson, Michelle 
Johnson, Amber Jones, Tim Knott, Zoe Kraus, Tom Labedz, Daniel Leger, Rachel & Alex Lehmann, Dwain Leonhardt, Leanne Manning, 
Steve Martindale, Bob McCollough, Lynn McCown, Bruce Mellberg, Marli Ockander, Anne Pamperl, Theresa Pella, Linda Plock, Kevin 
Poague, Ken Reitan, Chris Sommerich, Jason St. Sauver, Ruth Stearns, Sheila Stevens, April Stevenson, Anita Stougard, Ned Stringham, 
Moni Usasz, Carol Wagner, Kelly Wurzer. 

2018 LINCOLN CBC - BIRD COUNT SUMMARY 

Species Tally Species Tally Species Tally 

Gr. White-fronted Goose 49 Red-tailed Hawk 109 Brown Creeper 6 

Snow Goose 1 Rough-legged Hawk 4 Carolina Wren 9 

Cackling Goose 76 American Kestrel 15 Golden-crowned Kinglet 14 

Canada Goose 8438 Ring-billed Gull 177 Eastern Bluebird 44 

Gadwall 12 Herring Gull 13 American Robin 363 

Wood Duck 2 Rock Pigeon 874 European Starling 1228 

Mallard 623 Eurasian Collared-Dove 74 Cedar Waxwing 52 

Green-winged Teal 1 Mourning Dove 151 Yellow-rumped Warbler 4 

Redhead 10 Great Horned Owl 6 American Tree Sparrow 136 

Ring-necked Duck 2 Barred Owl 4 Fox Sparrow 1 

Common Goldeneye 6 Belted Kingfisher 15 Song Sparrow 26 

Common Merganser 6 Red-bellied Woodpecker 60 White-throated Sparrow 32 

Northern Bobwhite 34 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 Harris's Sparrow 27 

Ring-necked Pheasant 9 Downy Woodpecker 78 Dark-eyed Junco 559 

Wild Turkey 16 Hairy Woodpecker 12 Northern Cardinal 148 

Pied-billed Grebe 1 Northern Flicker 32 Red-winged Blackbird 215 

American White Pelican 1 Northern Shrike 3 Meadowlark sp. 141 

Great Blue Heron 8 Blue Jay 294 Common Grackle 1 

Bald Eagle 6 American Crow 77 Purple Finch 1 

Northern Harrier 9 Horned Lark 5 House Finch 93 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 7 Black-capped Chickadee 139 Pine Siskin 14 

Cooper's Hawk 5 Red-breasted Nuthatch 30 American Goldfinch 162 

Red-shouldered Hawk 1 White-breasted Nuthatch 128 House Sparrow 362 

Total # of Species                      69 Total # of Individual Birds      15262 
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2019 Wachiska Board Priorities 
by Stu Luttich, President  

and Theresa Pella, Vice President 
 

With input from the finance and conservation committees, the 
Wachiska Board created two special groups to begin studying 
what will be needed to sustain the organization as a viable 
entity, able to continually meet its mission to preserve, restore, 
and educate about native grasslands and all of nature connected 
with them. 
 
The conservation committee will oversee a group of individuals 
charged with developing a long-range plan for administration 
and management of the prairies, which currently total 
approximately 1,000 acres. The group expects to begin by 
March. In the meantime, if you have any questions or 
suggestions, you may send them to Elizabeth Nelson at 
enelson555@gmail.com or to Stu Luttich at 
rangifer@windstream.net.  
 
The second group was formed as a result of the 2019 budget 
process as the finance committee recommended and the Board 
agreed to review all administrative services and evaluate what 
the most critical ones are for dedicating funds. Group members 
are Jami Nelson, Terry Stentz, Gary Fehr, and Theresa Pella. 
You’re welcome to share your thoughts and ideas by contacting 
Theresa Pella at pella t@yahoo.com. 
 
The timing for both of these exercises is critical as the 
organization has grown from a relatively small group of 
dedicated people to one with approximately 300 members and 
responsibility and obligations for properties and conservation 
easements that annually require persistent care and attention. 
Yet, even with our growth, the annual operating budget has 
remained for several years at approximately $100,000. 
Volunteers are heavily relied upon for most activities, but many 
of these volunteers are getting “up” in years, and the question 
“what next” is frequently being asked. Stay tuned as the two 
groups complete their tasks and submit recommendations to 
the Board and Friends of Wachiska for consideration. 
 
 

Prairie Conservation  
Review Committee Established 

by Conservation and Donor Development Committees 

 

Protecting and preserving endangered tallgrass prairie has long 
been a mission of the Wachiska Audubon Society. Twenty years 
ago, Wachiska began purchasing prairie tracts that need to be 
managed and acquiring conservation easements on prairies 
owned by others that need to be monitored. The responsibilities 
attached to owning land and monitoring easements are 
significant and have been reviewed in many previous articles in 
this newsletter. Three years ago the Prairie Management Fund 
was created for the primary purpose of raising money to assure 
we can achieve the long-term obligations associated with these 

responsibilities. As a further step in this process, the following 
motion was created through a partnership of the conservation 
and donor development committees and was passed by the 
Board at the December 2018 board meeting. (Wording has been 
slightly edited for newsletter space considerations.) 
 

 Whereas in 2015 Wachiska Audubon Society (WAS) 
recognized its growing obligations for the long-term care of 
the prairies it owns and the conservation easements held, 
the Board approved the establishment of the Prairie 
Management Fund with the goal to raise $1 million to be 
directed toward the long-term management needs of these 
prairie properties and easements . . . 

 

 Whereas the Prairie Conservation and Management Plan 
approved by the WAS Board in February 2015 did not 
address funding provisions for the administration and 
management of the Plan . . .  

 

 Whereas the WAS conservation committee recognizes the 
increasingly urgent and critical need to move beyond being 
virtually solely dependent upon an all-volunteer prairie 
management program . . . 

 

 Whereas to date approximately $300,000 has been raised 
for the Prairie Preservation Fund and reaching the $1 
million goal will take some time . . . 

 
Key members of the conservation and donor development 
committees are in agreement and propose the establishment of 
a Prairie Conservation Review Committee (PCRC). This is to be a 
short-term committee, beginning in March of 2019, of 
approximately one-year's duration, tasked with: 
 
1.  Establishing an open and inclusive approach to reviewing the 

obligations and challenges WAS has in administering and 
managing the properties and prairies owned and prairie 
conservation easements held, including an open invitation 
to WAS members to participate;  

2.  Investigating and exploring a variety of pragmatic and 
reasonable options to the current all-volunteer 
management program; 

3.  Developing a realistic, workable management plan with 
specific budgets including income and expense projections; 

4.  Reviewing these plans with the full conservation and 
development committees, and when consensus is reached 
(or to settle divided opinions); 

5.  Bringing recommendations to the full Board by late 2019 or 
no later than mid-2020. 

 
 
Find out more next month 
More information about the PCRC and recruitment of 
participants will be included in the March issue of The Babbling 
Brook. If you would like to participate in the PCRC, please email 
Elizabeth Nelson, enelson555gmail.com or Stu Luttich, 
rangifer@windstream.net. 

mailto:enelson555@gmail.com
mailto:rangifer@windstream.net
mailto:pella_t@yahoo.com
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Welcome to New Friends of Wachiska 
by Jami Nelson, Membership Chair 

 
A bit of time has passed since we last welcomed new people to 
the ranks of Friends of Wachiska. If you have joined between 
September 1, 2018 and January 15, 2019, we would like to 
extend a warm welcome to you. Some of you are new members, 
while others have rejoined after an absence or long lapse. If your 
name is not on this list and you believe it should be, please 
contact the Wachiska office, and we’ll check our records. We are 
happy to have you with us and appreciate the interest you are 
showing in supporting our chapter.  

Ellen Marsh 
        & Daniel Schachtman 
Carol Wagener 
Victoria Christensen  
        & Tim Dexter 
Steve Rokeby  
        & Gilles Happenbrouwers 
Gary & Phylis Burchfield 
Tom & Danielle Conrad 
Ben & Jennifer Rokeby-Mayeax 
Kim Hachiya 
Larry & Nancy Bare 

Luz & Bob Bryson 
Stanley Oswald 
Beatty & John Brasch 
Elaine Bachel 
Judith Tenney 
John & Valene Carlson 
Derald Nienaber 
Amber Jones & Dennis Bauers 
Sue Dawson   
Jan McMullen  
Karen Creswell 
Scott Pittman 

As a reminder to all our Friends, membership renewal notices go 
out once a year in the month that you originally joined. For 
example, if you joined in May 2018, you will receive a renewal 
notice in the U.S. mail the first week of May 2019 letting you 
know it is time to renew your Friends of Wachiska membership. 
When you are a Friend of Wachiska, you will receive The 
Babbling Brook either in hard copy or by email every month, and 
you can be assured that you are helping to support Wachiska’s 
education, outreach, and conservation programs. All funds from 
the Friends category remain within our local chapter for 
conservation work in Southeast Nebraska.  
 
If you are not currently a Friend of Wachiska, you can become 
one by completing the form on page 7 of this newsletter and 
mailing it with your check to the Wachiska office. Information 
about becoming a member is also available on our website at 
www.wachiskaaudubon.org.   
 
If you are a member of the National Audubon Society (NAS), you 
automatically become a regional member of Wachiska’s  
17-county area. This is different from being a Friend of Wachiska. 
The Friend category was created three years ago by our chapter 
in order to specifically support the conservation work we do in 
Southeast Nebraska. There are approximately 300 people/
couples/families who choose to be Friends of Wachiska at the 
present time. The membership funds you pay to NAS go directly 
to them. Aside from a small annual shared amount from NAS, we 
rely on the generosity of Friends to support our mission. 
 
If you wish to become more involved with the National Audubon 
organization, you can find additional information on their 
website at www.audubon.org.  

Jerry Wiggle Returns as Wachiska’s Treasurer 
by Richard Peterson 

 
Jerry Wiggle is again joining Wachiska’s 
Board as treasurer and chair of the 
finance committee. The first I remember 
Jerry was at our general meetings when 
they were held at Union College. There 
he worked with the sound and lighting 
systems for our presentations. I needed 
to learn more about his background. 
 
Jerry was born in Sterling, Colorado, 
where his parents lived on a farm. 
Farming was bad in the 1930s so they 
moved to Cortez. During World War II, 
the family moved to La Sal, Utah, where Jerry’s father worked in 
a copper mill and his mother taught in a two-room school. They 
moved to Moab following the year. 
 
In 1952, Jerry graduated from Campion Academy in Loveland, 
Colorado. He then went to La Sienna College in Riverside, 
California,  and graduated in 1956 with a major in business 
administration. He met his future spouse, Mitzi, in college where 
she was an English major. In 1955 they were married. They have 
a daughter, Annette, (an ER nurse in Houston) and a son, Eric, 
who lives in Washington State. 
 
Jerry worked for an accounting firm in California and received 
his CPA license in 1967. He began working for the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church (SDAC) in Glendale. With the church and his 
accounting credentials Wiggles responded to an invitation and 
became the treasurer of the Mission to Guam (a U.S. territory in 
Micronesia). Four years later they transferred to Seoul, South 
Korea where they got acquainted with the Ornithologist for 
Korea and had opportunities to go on several birding trips. In 
1976, they transferred to Atlanta, Georgia, where they joined 
the local Audubon chapter and enjoyed many birding trips. 
 
Jerry and Mitzi moved to Bennett, Nebraska in 1990 where he 
worked as an auditor for SDAC. Soon after arriving, they joined 
Wachiska Audubon. While working for SDAC, Jerry had the 
opportunity to work on audits in England, Switzerland, Russia, 
Ivory Coast, and other locations. 
 
After retiring from the SDAC in 2000, Jerry worked for a Lincoln 
CPA firm. Wiggles moved to Lincoln in 2014. Jerry served as 
Wachiska’s treasurer for several years and is now coming back in 
that capacity to again share his expertise.   
 
Jerry's hobbies include photography and bird watching. He 
enjoys classical music on NPR and watching programs on NET.  
He enjoys watching Nebraska volleyball and reading historical 
books, recently having finished a book on George Washington's 
early years.  
 
Wachiska wholeheartedly welcomes Jerry back as our treasurer.  

Jerry Wiggle 

http://www.wachiskaaudubon.org
http://www.audubon.org


 

 

6 The Babbling Brook      February 2019 

Climate Change Update 
by Marilyn McNabb 

A Cleaner, Greener Lincoln 
 
It’s been almost ten years since we adopted that goal as a city. 
So how are we doing on climate? A healthy sign: We’re actually 
talking about it. Recently, the Lincoln Journal Star’s editorial 
pages have hosted a lively series of exchanges, some 
entertaining, some enlightening, like those from academic 
experts, Dr. Don Wilhite, Dr. Darryll Pederson, and Dr. Clint 
Rowe. The editorial board’s position has been clear for some 
time: “Our state and federal officials must craft legislation that 
adapts and responds” to climate change, “as time isn’t on our 
side.” (1/13/19) This year, they again adopted climate change as 
a priority topic for editorials. 
 
The Planning Commission and the Lancaster County Board 
adopted zoning rules that will permit a wind project here with 
possibly as many as 50 turbines. It took more than three years to 
reach that agreement.  
 
The City Council, after considerable delay, accepted the first set 
of projects for money-saving energy efficiency improvements 
through the new ESCO (Energy Services) program. It also agreed 
to participate in PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) lending 
to private builders for energy efficiency and clean energy 
investments. 
 
The Lincoln Electric System (LES) continues its Sustainable 
Energy program. The LES Board In December adopted this 
statement in its Legislative Guidelines: “LES supports policy 
aimed at reducing carbon dioxide production through an 
associated revenue-neutral fee or tax on carbon emissions, 
provided such a policy is consistently applied to all carbon-
emitting resources.” A carbon tax can be made revenue neutral 
by distributing all of its revenues to the American people as 
proposed by the Citizens’ Climate Lobby and others. The 
guidelines acknowledge that emissions from fossil fuel-fired 
power generation plants contribute to climate change. 
 
The UNL campus is paying more attention to climate with 
Sustain UNL and a conference March 21.  
    
We’ve begun to transform Lincoln’s cultural and energy 
practices; still, the big picture is that greenhouse gas emissions 
spiked in 2018. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
Special Report noted there is no precedent for the rate of 
change at the scale required to limit warming to 1.5 degrees 
Centigrade, the goal of the Paris agreement. To avoid havoc to 
our health, land, and economy, we now need extraordinarily 
ambitious goals and very rapid change. 

  ________________ 
 
Thanks to freshman Senator Tim Gragert from District 40 and his 
knowledge from 20-plus years with the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, the Unicameral will be presented with an 
opportunity to advance the state’s soil health. It’s now well 
documented that farming practices increasing the fertility of soil 
also work to pull carbon out of the atmosphere. Good soil can 
hold more water, helping crops better survive the intense rains 
and drought that come with climate change. Senator Gragert’s 
bill, LB 243, creates a Healthy Soils Task Force to develop a 
comprehensive healthy soils initiative for the state. You can 
contact his office and thank him for introducing it, 
tgragert@leg.ne.gov, 402-471-2801. 
 
For more on soil and climate, Google “The Soil Story” for a short 
four-minute video. Check the websites for Regeneration 
International, Kiss the Ground, and Drawdown.   
 

Recycling Aluminum Cans Continues 
by Arlys Reitan, Office Administrator 

 

Thanks to the thoughtfulness and generosity of Wachiska 
members and supporters, the office recently received a check 
from A-Can Recycling Center for $90.10. From the receipts 
received, it seems that 2/3 of this amount is the result of 
recycling by long-time members Dale and Sharon Nielsen in 
Weeping Water. Many thanks to the Nielsens and everyone else 
who continues to participate in this long-standing program. 
 

PS — Does anyone know of a place that recycles Styrofoam in 
the Lincoln area? We’ve just learned of a facility in Omaha that 
provides this much needed service. 
 

In Remembrance . . . 
 

“Dear Wachiska Audubon Society, the enclosed check is for 
funds donated to you by Burt and Becky Moad of Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, in memory of Ruth Griswold of Lincoln who died recently. 
Ruth was my mother. She was a member of Wachiska for many 
years and always loved birds. They gave her great joy. She asked 
that memorials be sent to your group, so I am sending you this 
check along with my thanks for all you do and for offering my 
mother a place to share her passion for birds and wildlife.” 
                                                                                                                        Diane McCallum, Pittsburg, Kansas  
 

Go Paperless, Choose Electronic Newsletters 
 

If you would like to receive The Babbling Brook electronically 
each month, just email or call Arlys in the Wachiska office. 
Besides saving paper and the cost of printing and mailing, added 
advantages include seeing the photos in color and being able to 
adjust the size of the type as you read. 
 

No More Calendars This Year, PLEASE 
 

Thanks to everyone who donated their calendars in order to give 
them a second life, over 180 new 2019 calendars have been 
delivered to area nursing homes, rehab centers, and other 
places. Besides that, more than 260 old calendars will be shared 
with local schools in our membership area for art and science 
projects. Please don’t bring any more this year!!  

mailto:tgragert@leg.ne.gov
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Join now! Become a Friend  
of Wachiska Audubon Society! 

 
This local chapter membership provides you with voting 
privileges and access to all our events, programs, and 
committees, plus 100 percent of your membership donation 
goes directly to the Wachiska chapter. In addition, Friend 
members receive our monthly newsletter, The Babbling Brook, 
in their choice of print or electronic form. 

Friends of Wachiska (local membership) 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
City                               County                        State        Zip 
 
Phone 
  
E-mail 
 
          $25 Individual/Friend  
          $35 Family Friend 
          $50 Black-capped Chickadee Friend 
          $100 Northern Cardinal Friend 
          $250 Western Meadowlark Friend 
          $500 Bald Eagle Friend 
          $1000 Peregrine Falcon Friend 
 
Select the level of support that is right for you and make your 
check payable to Wachiska Audubon Society. All funds will  
remain with our local chapter and are tax deductible. Mail to: 
  
 Wachiska Audubon Society 
 Attention: Membership Committee 
 4547 Calvert St Ste 10 
 Lincoln NE  68506-5643 
 

         I prefer to receive my newsletter by email. 
 
Please note: If you are already a member of National Audubon 
Society (NAS) you automatically become a member of Wachiska, 
but not a Wachiska Friend member. Only Wachiska Friends 
receive the printed newsletter each month. If you wish to join 
NAS or receive Audubon magazine, please contact the National 
Audubon Society directly. 
 

 

American goldfinch family 

 

Public Officials 
 

President Donald Trump 
1600 Pennsylvania Av NW, Washington DC 20500-0001 

Comment line: 202-456-1111 
Phone: 202-456-1414  Fax: 202-456-2461 

E-mail at website: http://whitehouse.gov/contact 
 

Senator Ben Sasse 
1128 Lincoln Mall Ste 305, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-476-1400  Fax: 402-476-0605 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-4224  Fax: 202-224-5213 

E-mail at website: http://sasse.senate.gov 
 

Senator Deb Fischer 
440 N 8th St Ste 120, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-441-4600  Fax: 402-476-8753 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-6551  Fax: 202-228-0012 

E-mail at website: http://fischer.senate.gov 
 

 Congressman Jeff Fortenberry (1st District) 
301 S 13th St Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508-2537 

Lincoln phone: 402-438-1598 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4806  Fax: 202-225-5686 

E-mail at website: http://fortenberry.house.gov 
 

Congressman Don Bacon (2nd District) 
13906 Gold Cir Ste 101, Omaha NE 68144 

Omaha phone: 888-221-7452 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4155  Fax: 202-226-5452 

E-mail at website: https://bacon.house.gov 
 

Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District) 
416 Valley View Dr Ste 600, Scottsbluff NE  69361 

Scottsbluff phone: 308-633-6333  Fax: 308-633-6335 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-6435  Fax: 202-225-0207 

E-mail at website: http://adriansmith.house.gov 
 

Capitol Hill Switchboard 
888-436-8427 or 202-224-3121 

 
Governor Pete Ricketts 

Capitol Bldg, PO Box 94848, Lincoln NE 68509-4848 
Phone: 402-471-2244  Fax: 402-471-6031 

E-mail  at website: http://governor.nebraska.gov 
 

State Senator ________ 
District ___ State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE  68509-4604 

 
State Capitol Switchboard  

402-471-2311 
 

Lancaster County Commissioners 
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 110, Lincoln NE 68508 

Phone: 402-441-7447  Fax: 402-441-6301 
E-mail: commish@lancaster.ne.gov 

 
Mayor Chris Beutler 

County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 301, Lincoln NE 68508-2828 
Phone: 402-441-7511  Fax: 402-441-7120 

E-mail: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln City Council 
402-441-7515 

E-mail: council@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln Journal Star 
Letters to the editor, 926 P St, Lincoln NE 68508 

E-mail: oped@journalstar.com 
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The Babbling Brook (ISSN #1068-2104) is published monthly by Wachiska Audubon Society. 
The known office of publication is 4547 Calvert St Ste 10, Lincoln NE  68506-5643. 
Periodical postage paid at Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 

Send address changes to The Babbling Brook 
Wachiska Audubon Society, 4547 Calvert St Ste 10 

Lincoln NE  68506-5643 

The Babbling Brook is printed on recycled and recyclable paper. 

A Gift to the Future 
 
A bequest to Wachiska Audubon Society 
is a gift to future generations enabling 
our natural heritage to continue. For 
wills, trusts, and gifts, our legal name is 
Wachiska Audubon Society. Our Federal 
Tax ID number is 51-0229888. 

 

Wachiska Audubon Society’s 
financial records are available 
for examination in the office. 

NEBirds Website 
 

Check out the email discussion  at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
NEBirds to learn of the latest 
sightings and interesting tales of 
Nebraska’s most avid birders and 
those interested in Nebraska birds 
and their ecology. Posts change 
daily—and even more often when 
excitement arises. Offerings of 
recent sightings, questions, and 
new photos are all welcome. 

Late or “No-show” Newsletters?? 
 

If you don’t receive your hard copy 
newsletter by about the fifth day of the 
month, contact the Wachiska office to have 
another mailed to you. Those receiving 
electronic newsletters can check the 
website if they’ve missed the emailed link. 
 

Also, remember that the monthly general 
meetings/programs are held on the second 
Thursday each month as they’ve been for 
47 years. You can count on that day unless 
an announcement is made the previous 
month. If all else fails, call or email the 
Wachiska office for clarification.  

 
 

WACHISKA AUDUBON LEADERS - 2019 
 
 

OFFICERS 
President……………………………………………………………… ... *Stu Luttich (Geneva)…………..… 402-759-3597 
Vice President………………………………………………………. .. *Theresa Pella………..………….….. 512-585-1511 
Recording Secretary................................................... *Cathy Shaner………….……….…….402-421-1652 
Treasurer ................................................................... *Jerry Wiggle……….....……………..402-429-0824 
Immediate Past President………………………………………..*Gary Fehr……………………………….402-570-4382 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES/POSITIONS 
Director at Large ........................................................ *vacant............................................................  
Director at Large ........................................................ *Terry Stentz ............................. 402-202-8819 
Director at Large ........................................................ *Melinda Varley ........................ 402-416-4111 
Conservation ............................................................. *Ross Scott ................................ 402-202-1523 
Education .................................................................. *Tim Knott ................................. 402-483-5656 
Field Trips .................................................................. John Carlini ................................ 402-475-7275 
                                                                                              *Lana Novak .............................. 402-475-8693 
Hospitality ................................................................. Cheryl Moncure ......................... 402-488-0036 
Legislation ................................................................. Bruce Kennedy (Malcolm) ......... 402-796-2114 
                                                                                              *Sam Truax ................................ 402-325-9012 
Membership .............................................................. *Jami Nelson ............................. 402-488-1598 
Monthly Programs/General Meetings ....................... Arlys Reitan ............. WAS office 402-486-4846 
Newsletter Editor ...................................................... Arlys Reitan ............. WAS office 402-486-4846 
Population/Environment ........................................... *Mary King ................................ 402-570-3295 
Publicity/Public Relations .......................................... Judith Gibson ............................ 402-466-0117 
*Denotes Board member 
 
OTHER ASSOCIATES 
Bird Questions ........................................................... Kevin Poague…………………………...402-797-2301 
Facebook Coordinator ............................................... Benjamin Vogt ........................... 402-499-5851 
Raptor Recovery ........................................................ Betsy Finch (Elmwood) .............. 402-994-2009 
Executive Director Audubon Nebraska ...................... Kristal Stoner ............................. 402-797-2301 
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center Director .......... Meghan Sittler ........................... 402-797-2301 
Webmaster ................................................................ Roxanne Smith .......................... 402-477-1319 
Wachiska Computer Issues/Questions ....................... Linda Sullivan ............................ 402-580-8515 


