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General Meeting and Program — Thursday, March 14, 7:00 p.m., Unitarian Church, 6300 A St, Lincoln

Shifting Ranges: 588 Habitats in a Changing Climate
by Lucas Sabalka

In

2015, the National Audubon
Society released a
groundbreaking report called
“Birds and Climate Change.” This report
detailed what we can expect for North
American bird species in the coming
decades. It focuses on the impacts of
climate change on 588 avian species
using decades of observations from
Audubon members and our best
understanding of what each species
needs to survive.
Dr. Lucas Sabalka
In the most likely climate scenarios, the majority of the bird
species studied—314—will see at least 50 percent of their
current summer or winter range no longer suitable for them.
Some species, like the purple finch, may see an increase in their
expected habitable ranges because new habitats will become
suitable as existing ones are no longer viable for them. Others,
like the burrowing owl, are expected to mostly lose territory.

Calendar
March
6
11
14

Spring Birdseed Sale order deadline (pages 3-4)
Conservation Committee, Wachiska office, 5:30 p.m.
General Meeting, Climate Change by Lucas Sabalka,
Unitarian Church, 7:00 p.m.
15
Newsletter submission deadline, Wachiska office,
5:00 p.m.
15-16 Birdseed pick up, 14th & Arapahoe (see times at right)
16
Sandhill crane field trip, 2:00 p.m. (page 2)
19
Board Meeting, Wachiska office, 7:00 p.m.
27
Prairie Conservation Review Committee, Gere Library,
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
28
Legislation Committee, DaVinci’s, 11th & G sts.,
6:00 p.m.
Wachiska Audubon Office: 402-486-4846

Some impacts of climate change are unavoidable, but we can
still protect many of the species we love. One of the most
important ways to protect birds from the effects of climate
happens to be one of the most important ways to protect birds
in general: creating and protecting habitats. These strongholds
should take into account both current and future bird
populations.
For our March 14 program, we'll hear about the “Birds and
Climate Change” report from Lucas Sabalka. Lucas has a Ph.D.
in mathematics and works as a computer vision specialist. He
serves on the administrative board for Lincoln Electric System,
though the views expressed here are his own. Sabalka is an
expert on global warming and energy production. He
volunteers his time speaking on global warming with focuses on
impacts in Nebraska, solutions, and depoliticizing the topic
because he believes climate change is the most important
challenge of our time.
Lucas believes that another important step to protect birds is to
put a price on carbon. After all, polluting shouldn't be free.
Dr. Sabalka will speak to Wachiska on Thursday, March 14, at
7:00 p.m. at Lincoln’s Unitarian Church, 6300 A Street. Free
parking is available in the church lot with overflow parking in
the Pius High School lot across the street to the west. There is
easy access to the church with no steps and plenty of space for
mingling while enjoying refreshments after the meeting. Bring
friends to this free public presentation.

Birdseed Distribution
Friday, March 15, 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 16, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
northwest corner of 14th and Arapahoe streets
Please don’t forget!
Email: Office@WachiskaAudubon.org

Field Trip
by John Carlini, Field Trip Chair

Sandhill Cranes May Be Ancient
But They Never Get Old
Wachiskans tend to be quite knowledgeable when it comes to
sandhill cranes but, with the exception of Paul Johnsgard, many
may not realize that fossils from that species have been found
dating back millions of years. Sandhill cranes are thought to have
used the Central Flyway since glacial conditions receded 10,000
to 12,000 years ago, about the same time that the last wooly
mammoths disappeared.
Crane lovers are invited to join an informal pilgrimage to the
Alda area to watch cranes from our cars in the afternoon while
the birds loaf and dance in the fields, followed by a riverside
viewing at sundown of the spectacular masses as they pour onto
the roost site they've gathered on for millennia. We'll meet on
Saturday, March 16, at 2:00 p.m. on the south side of the
Capitol in Lincoln, 15th and H streets, across from the governor's
mansion. Participants can either caravan or carpool for the
100-mile trip to our destination. Bring binoculars and scope, if
you have them, and be prepared for falling temperatures at
sundown. No fee or entry permit is required, and the public is
welcome. If you have questions, call John at 402-475-7275.

Close Encounter of the Bird Kind
by Shari Schwartz and John Carlini
Long-time birders know all too well how it feels to whiff on
quests for their avian targets and can fully
appreciate those rare occasions when the
stars align and the desired bird
cooperates.
Photo by John Carlini

January's field trip to North Lake Basin
Wildlife Management Area by Utica was
one of those occasions. The wintry
afternoon started off slow with a meager
offering of hawks perched either too far
for scoping or in impossible backlighting.
But despite the scarcity of birds and boneShort-eared Owl
chilling temperature, everyone was in good
spirits as we cruised onward admiring the ice-glazed landscape.
On our second pass of the marsh later in the afternoon, the bird
that topped our wish list was more likely to appear—short-eared
owl. A few have been reported at that location in recent winters.
We stopped at a pullout and were almost immediately greeted
by a short-eared owl that glided by and landed on a nearby post
for all to view to their hearts' content. We noticed the owl
seemed undisturbed by passing vehicles and found that when
we crept slowly past with our caravan, it allowed us to take in
our fill of its beauty in a close encounter of a lifetime.
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Migratory Bird Initiative Q&A
Audubon’s newest conservation
science project, the Migratory
Bird Initiative, will gather in one
place all of the migratory bird
science information generated in
the Western Hemisphere.
National Audubon and its
partner organizations will map
the places that different bird
species need to thrive and
Blackburnian Warbler
weave a unified approach to bird
conservation across country, state, and chapter lines. With that
knowledge we can make historic, well-informed decisions about
where to invest our efforts, especially internationally, to
protect birds.
If you have any questions about the event, please reach out to
Great Egret Society Manager Lindsay McNamara at
greategretsociety@audubon.org or 212-979-3105. To register
for the call, RSVP online at audubon.org/gesdonors/events.

Education Committee Volunteers Needed
One Time Only
by Tim Knott, Education Committee Chair
The education committee will need additional volunteers this
year because of a busy spring. We are scheduled to have a
booth at UNL’s Weatherfest on April 6. Help is needed for an
event at Elliott School when
the Raptor Center visits with
live birds for third, fourth,
and fifth graders in mid-April.
We also will be participating
in some Family Nature Nights
similar to the one scheduled
for Cavett School on April 4.
In most of these cases we
only need volunteers for an
hour or two to man a booth, pass out information, and answer
questions about Wachiska or to head kids in the right direction
to the next display. You don’t need to be an expert or become a
member of the education committee—just be on call when we
need help. It’s fun, too. Call me at 402-483-5656 or leave a
message with your name and phone number at the office.
Thanks for your consideration.

Inclement Weather Policy Remains in Effect
We shouldn’t have to be concerned about program
cancellations due to inclement weather, but then we haven’t
had a winter like this one for sometime. If LPS cancels classes,
Wachiska will not meet that day or evening. Let’s hope this is a
moot point for the remainder of this year!
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Voices from the Sandhills – Bull Bash Saturday
by James Ducey
It was another Saturday, but one with special
significance. One reason was a temperature
not as frigid as the previous overnight low of
-17. The sky was a cerulean blue without a
single cloud. There was still a chill from a
southerly wind.
Juncos were busily feeding on the birdseed outside the front
door upon the start of my jaunt into the Heart City. Walking
along the drive, both red-breasted and white-breasted
nuthatches were heard. The house sparrows were busy in their
bit of shrubbery at a corner of the Mill Pond. They always
chatter but once a pedestrian gets close, they are very quiet.
On Main Street, the bulls were stolid in pens on what is normally
a highway. It was the 18th annual Bull Bash. Some of the finest
herd sires were being shown. The Sandhills have the best cattle,
and there were Herefords, Angus, and others of a similar ilk.
There was ag equipment parked for showing. A tent with a wellworking heater was a haven.
My first stop was a regular one, providing a warm place to sit
while enjoying some good conversation. There was talk about
unwelcome industrial wind turbines and how to continue to
work to preserve features so special to the county and region. It
is always grand to visit with cattlemen and cattle women who
are truly essential to a grassland that is unique on Earth. It is
quite unexpected to hear ranchers talk about the American
burying beetle, endangered whooping crane, and an
appreciation for dark sky spaces.
After a stop at the grocery store, my walking route once again
went along Main Street where the bash activities were actively
underway. People were gathered and talking. A young girl was
selling Girl Scout cookies. There was a fine quilt display in a main
street furniture store. Art was on display in a bank lobby. Miss
Rodeo Nebraska and her cohorts were present as the livestock
industry was being celebrated.
Another fine visit was to the local bookstore. Author Bryan Jones
was autographing his rendition of history associated with the
Sandhills north of the Platte River and south of the Niobrara
River. It was the first time he’d been in Valentine on a bull-bash
day. One more copy of his book was bought and it had an
autograph because the copy I donated to the library and a
couple others given as gifts did not have a scrawl signature.
The one-day respite from previous days of bitter winterness was
being appreciated outside during an obvious gathering of a
community of Sandhillers. Skeins of Canada geese were flying to
the southeast just before the noon hour, likely heading to the
Niobrara River from their feeding grounds.
Bull Bash events continued into the dark hours but were well
beyond my time in the city. It was another day, but special for so
many reasons on February 9.

You Are Invited to Participate in the
Prairie Conservation Review Committee
by Elizabeth Nelson
An article in the February newsletter described the
establishment of the Prairie Conservation Review Committee
which is tasked with developing a long-range plan for
administration and management of the prairies Wachiska owns
and the conservation easements that Wachiska holds. This
committee is expected to work for no more than one year and
to present specific recommendations, budgets, and/or options
to the Board.
The first meeting of this committee is scheduled for
Wednesday, March 27, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Gere Library’s
Room #1, at 56th and Normal streets. We invite any interested
members to become involved in the brainstorming, research,
and planning that this committee will undertake.
During this first meeting the committee expects to:
 Review the challenges Wachiska faces managing our prairies
and easements, specifically our aging volunteers and the
acute need for non-volunteer management
 Develop plans for clearly understanding the true time and
money costs we are currently investing in managing our
prairies and easements
 Brainstorm alternative ways to manage our prairies and
easements
 Identify other Audubon chapters with similar landmanagement obligations and assign research into what
other chapters are doing
 Identify other area organizations or landowners that are
protecting prairies and assign research into possible
partnerships
 Consider the value and limits of how Wachiska can use the
funds already raised for this purpose. At the end of 2015,
Wachiska established the Prairie Management Funds and
has raised $300,000 thus far.
The committee will work under the guidance of the conservation
committee and be led by Wachiska President Stu Luttich with
assistance from Elizabeth Nelson and joined by conservation
committee members Ross Scott, Arnold Mendenhall, Tim Knott,
and Don Pepperl as well as donor advocates Marilyn McNabb
and Linda Brown.
Please join us on March 27 to
help determine how Wachiska
will responsibly meet our longterm mission to preserve,
restore, and protect native
grasslands. If you are unable to
attend this meeting but would
like to help, please send your name and contact information to
Elizabeth Nelson at enelson555@gmail.com.
The Babbling Brook
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Nebraska Climate Summit

Wachiska Board Gains Expertise of Ross Scott
by Richard Peterson

The Nebraska state climate office and Nebraska Extension are
bringing the Fourth National Climate Assessment to Nebraskans.
This will be a one-day session on climate and climate change in
Nebraska, on Thursday, March 21, at Innovation Campus in
Lincoln. Beginning at 8:30 a.m. and ending at 5:00 p.m., there
will be a free lunch break at noon. Follow the link below for
more information and an online registration form:
https://www.nebraskansforsolar.org/event/nebraska-climatesummit-a-one-day-session-on-climate-climate-change/.
Topics for the summit include:



Highlights of climate projections and impacts from the NCA4
(includes a panel discussion)
The future of climate and expected affects for Nebraskans
Weather and climate monitoring
Climate scenario planning by Nebraska Extension
Climate and agriculture
Climate and health
Climate and municipalities








Across the state, Nebraskans already have noted an increase in
high-rain events as well as warmer temperatures. Agricultural
producers have seen longer growing seasons and warmer
summers, requiring increased water resources as well as wetter
springs, preventing efficient planting schedules. Both urban and
rural dwellers have seen more extreme rain events, resulting in
increased runoff and soil erosion.
These changes are expected to multiply—potentially affecting
the health of people, crops, livestock, ecosystems, and energy—
as temperatures continue to increase into the future.
But they don’t have to.
“The NCA4 is a jumping off point,” said Martha Shulski, director
of the state climate office. Now, it’s up to climatologists with the
NSCO, High Plains Regional Climate Center, National Drought
Mitigation Center, and Nebraska Extension “to start a dialogue—
or continue one—with stakeholders as we dive deeper to
address these issues. This summit is the next step forward, so
Nebraskans can together tackle climate change issues facing the
state.”
Shulski, Tyler Williams, Extension climatologist, and partners
across the university and state will lead the one-day information
session on climate and climate change.
Registration will be capped at 350. There will be free parking.
Lunch will be provided. Registration is required (see link above).
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Ross Scott joins the Wachiska
Board of Directors as the new
chair of the conservation
committee. We met up at The Mill
off 48th Street on a beautiful, early
January day where we sat down
for an informal chat.
Ross and his siblings were born
and raised in Maryville, Missouri.
His ancestors were Scotch-Irish
Ross Scott
and his relatives still own a 4th
generation farm outside of Maryville. Ross graduated from
Northwest Missouri State with a B.A. in English and history.
Soon after, he worked for the railroad, enabling him to travel and
learn about Nebraska and nearby states. The job made it
possible to buy his first nice camera, a Canon SLR. He then
worked for various drainage contractors staking out terraces,
waterways, and dams. His work with landowners and farmers
helping to conserve soil and water resources was invaluable.
While working for the USDA Soil Conservation Service he wanted
to broaden his expertise. This brought him back to school and to
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln where Ross became qualified
as a soil conservationist. This included expertise in soil and land
use, plant identification, wetland determinations, etc. He then
began his new career with the Papio Natural Resources District in
Omaha. He retired from NRCS as a resource conservationist.
Since the 1990s, Ross and his wife, Bess, have lived on 10 acres
near Roca. Bess is an avid UNL volleyball fan and already has her
Final Four tickets for 2019! Bess retired from Lincoln Public
Schools and is now associate professor of educational leadership
at Doane University. Their daughter, Erin, teaches art to
elementary students, and son, Fred, teaches information
technology at Southeast Community College. On their acreage
they plant wildflowers and grasses to attract pollinators. They
also grow oak and nut trees and Christmas trees for their own
use. Ross still maintains his avid interest in photography and likes
to hunt for rocks, minerals, and Native American artifacts.
Ross and Bess have a trip planned to Boston later this year. Being
a lover of history and museums, Ross will have plenty to enjoy.
He's into Blue Note Jazz (Monk, Bill Evans, Miles Davis, etc.). His
reading leans toward non-fiction, particularly John McPhee.
Ross has been active in Wachiska activities for some time; in fact,
he met Arnold Mendenhall and Ernie Rousek quite early in his
career, and it was Ernie who recruited him to formally join
Wachiska. Ross has been present at our prairie dedications and
helped with burns and plant identification. He was involved in
the development of our Klapka Prairie and has been with the
conservation committee since 2015. Ross is well suited to take
on his new responsibilities. He will make a strong member of the
Wachiska team.

Join now! Become a Friend
of Wachiska Audubon Society!

Public Officials
President Donald Trump
1600 Pennsylvania Av NW, Washington DC 20500-0001
Comment line: 202-456-1111
Phone: 202-456-1414 Fax: 202-456-2461
E-mail at website: http://whitehouse.gov/contact
Senator Ben Sasse
1128 Lincoln Mall Ste 305, Lincoln NE 68508
Lincoln phone: 402-476-1400 Fax: 402-476-0605
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-4224 Fax: 202-224-5213
E-mail at website: http://sasse.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer
440 N 8th St Ste 120, Lincoln NE 68508
Lincoln phone: 402-441-4600 Fax: 402-476-8753
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-6551 Fax: 202-228-0012
E-mail at website: http://fischer.senate.gov

This local chapter membership provides you with voting
privileges and access to all our events, programs, and
committees, plus 100 percent of your membership donation
goes directly to the Wachiska chapter. In addition, Friend
members receive our monthly newsletter, The Babbling Brook,
in their choice of print or electronic form.
Friends of Wachiska (local membership)
Name
Address
City

County

State

Zip

st

Congressman Jeff Fortenberry (1 District)
301 S 13th St Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508-2537
Lincoln phone: 402-438-1598
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4806 Fax: 202-225-5686
E-mail at website: http://fortenberry.house.gov
Congressman Don Bacon (2nd District)
13906 Gold Cir Ste 101, Omaha NE 68144
Omaha phone: 888-221-7452
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4155 Fax: 202-226-5452
E-mail at website: https://bacon.house.gov
Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District)
416 Valley View Dr Ste 600, Scottsbluff NE 69361
Scottsbluff phone: 308-633-6333 Fax: 308-633-6335
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-6435 Fax: 202-225-0207
E-mail at website: http://adriansmith.house.gov
Capitol Hill Switchboard
888-436-8427 or 202-224-3121
Governor Pete Ricketts
Capitol Bldg, PO Box 94848, Lincoln NE 68509-4848
Phone: 402-471-2244 Fax: 402-471-6031
E-mail at website: http://governor.nebraska.gov
State Senator ________
District ___ State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 68509-4604
State Capitol Switchboard
402-471-2311
Lancaster County Commissioners
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 110, Lincoln NE 68508
Phone: 402-441-7447 Fax: 402-441-6301
E-mail: commish@lancaster.ne.gov

Phone
E-mail
$25 Individual/Friend
$35 Family Friend
$50 Black-capped Chickadee Friend
$100 Northern Cardinal Friend
$250 Western Meadowlark Friend
$500 Bald Eagle Friend
$1000 Peregrine Falcon Friend
Select the level of support that is right for you and make your
check payable to Wachiska Audubon Society. All funds will
remain with our local chapter and are tax deductible. Mail to:
Wachiska Audubon Society
Attention: Membership Committee
4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643

I prefer to receive my newsletter by email.
Please note: If you are already a member of National Audubon
Society (NAS) you automatically become a member of Wachiska,
but not a Wachiska Friend member. Only Wachiska Friends
receive the printed newsletter each month. If you wish to join
NAS or receive Audubon magazine, please contact the National
Audubon Society directly.

Mayor Chris Beutler
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 301, Lincoln NE 68508-2828
Phone: 402-441-7511 Fax: 402-441-7120
E-mail: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov
Lincoln City Council
402-441-7515
E-mail: council@lincoln.ne.gov
Lincoln Journal Star
Letters to the editor, 926 P St, Lincoln NE 68508
E-mail: oped@journalstar.com

American Goldfinch family
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Not to Happen (at Least Not this Spring)
by Arlys Reitan, Office Administrator
As this newsletter was about to go to the
printer, we were informed that the electronics
recycling event just scheduled for mid-April
would not take place due to the recycling
company’s decision that day to no longer work
with nonprofits for such events. With no time for
consideration of a Plan B, it was necessary to
remove the announcement and rethink this idea.
Please let me know if you have ideas of a
company who would accommodate a needed
project like this. We already had lined up a good
location, had insurance requirements in place,
and publicity was ready to go.

The Babbling Brook (ISSN #1068-2104) is published monthly by Wachiska Audubon Society.
The known office of publication is 4547 Calvert St Ste 10, Lincoln NE 68506-5643.
Periodical postage paid at Lincoln, Nebraska.
Send address changes to The Babbling Brook
Wachiska Audubon Society, 4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643
The Babbling Brook is printed on recycled and recyclable paper.

Wachiska Audubon Society
4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643
402-486-4846
Office@WachiskaAudubon.org
www.WachiskaAudubon.org

WACHISKA AUDUBON LEADERS - 2019
OFFICERS
President……………………………………………………………… ... *Stu Luttich (Geneva)…………..… 402-759-3597
Vice President………………………………………………………. .. *Theresa Pella………..………….….. 512-585-1511
Recording Secretary ................................................... *Cathy Shaner………….……….…….402-421-1652
Treasurer ................................................................... *Jerry Wiggle……….....……………..402-429-0824
Immediate Past President………………………………………..*Gary Fehr……………………………….402-570-4382
STANDING COMMITTEES/POSITIONS
Director at Large ........................................................ *vacant............................................................
Director at Large ........................................................ *Terry Stentz ............................. 402-202-8819
Director at Large ........................................................ *Melinda Varley ........................ 402-416-4111
Conservation ............................................................. *Ross Scott ................................ 402-202-1523
Education................................................................... *Tim Knott ................................. 402-483-5656
Field Trips .................................................................. John Carlini ................................ 402-475-7275
*Lana Novak............................... 402-475-8693
Hospitality ................................................................. Cheryl Moncure ......................... 402-488-0036
Legislation.................................................................. Bruce Kennedy (Malcolm) ......... 402-796-2114
*Sam Truax ................................ 402-325-9012
Membership .............................................................. *Jami Nelson ............................. 402-488-1598
Monthly Programs/General Meetings ....................... Arlys Reitan ............. WAS office 402-486-4846
Newsletter Editor....................................................... Arlys Reitan ............. WAS office 402-486-4846
Population/Environment ........................................... *Mary King ................................ 402-570-3295
Publicity/Public Relations .......................................... Judith Gibson............................. 402-466-0117
*Denotes Board member
OTHER ASSOCIATES
Bird Questions ........................................................... Kevin Poague…………………………...402-797-2301
Facebook Coordinator ............................................... Benjamin Vogt ........................... 402-499-5851
Raptor Recovery ........................................................ Betsy Finch (Elmwood) .............. 402-994-2009
Executive Director Audubon Nebraska ...................... Kristal Stoner ............................. 402-797-2301
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center Director........... Meghan Sittler ........................... 402-797-2301
Webmaster ................................................................ Roxanne Smith .......................... 402-477-1319
Wachiska Computer Issues/Questions ....................... Linda Sullivan ............................ 402-580-8515
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Remember Wachiska
Audubon When
Shopping Online
Every time you order from Amazon,
please consider logging into
smile.amazon.com. Make Wachiska
Audubon Society your permanent
designee for a 5 percent discount
on whatever you purchase at no
extra cost to you.

Wachiska Audubon Society’s
financial records are available
for examination in the office.

A Gift to the Future
A bequest to Wachiska Audubon Society
is a gift to future generations enabling
our natural heritage to continue. For
wills, trusts, and gifts, our legal name is
Wachiska Audubon Society. Our Federal
Tax ID number is 51-0229888.

