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Awards Banquet, Potluck Supper, and Program — Thursday, March 8, 6:15 p.m., Unitarian Church, Lincoln

Discoveries, Rediscoveries, and Stories:
John James Audubon in Nebraska
by Rick Wright, Author, Lecturer, Bird Tour Leader

T

his year marks the 175th
anniversary of John James
Audubon’s last adventure, a
journey up the Missouri River
from St. Louis to Fort Union.
The ostensible purpose of the
expedition was to gather
material for a new work on the
mammals of the continent, a
sequel to the great Birds of
America; but as Audubon’s coauthor would later complain,
Rick Wright
that task was almost entirely
neglected in favor of an unsystematic—even unscientific—
program of birding, hunting, and curiosity collecting. For
Audubon, already sensing the decline of his physical and mental
prowess, this was meant to be a final sentimental journey into
the wilderness and a chance to relive the adventures of his early
manhood. He was too late. Most of the “discoveries” Audubon
and his companions claimed were already old news, and it is
impossible not to see in their activities the vain attempt to
recapture a world that was already gone. But whatever its
scientific failings, the expedition quickly became an essential
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part of the legend of the “American Woodsman,” and the stories
Audubon brought home with him—some funny, some tragic,
and all fascinating—are even today integral to the myth of an
unspoiled West. Many will be told in this presentation.

Rick Wright leads birding and birds-and-art tours in Europe and
the Americas for Victor Emanuel Nature Tours. A native of
Southeast Nebraska, Rick studied French, German, philosophy,
and life sciences at the University of Nebraska, where he worked
in the bird collections of the State Museum and served as a
teaching assistant to Paul Johnsgard. After a detour to Harvard
Law School, he took the M.A. and Ph.D. in German at Princeton
University. Among his scholarly publications are two books on
the Latin and German animal literature of the late Middle Ages.
He is also the author of the American Birding Association’s field
guides to birds of New Jersey and of Arizona, and of the
forthcoming Peterson Reference Guide to North American
sparrows. A prolific contributor to the birding literature and a
sought-after lecturer, Rick lives with his wife, Alison Beringer,
and their chocolate lab, Gellert, in Bloomfield, New Jersey.
Wright’s presentation will highlight Wachiska’s annual awards
banquet. The Earthkeeper Award will be presented to Marilyn
McNabb, long-time Wachiska member who has contributed to
conservation in numerous ways. The President’s Award is given
to someone who has volunteered to the chapter in various ways
over time, and this announcement is kept secret until this event.
Join Wachiska Audubon when Dr. Johnsgard introduces Rick’s
presentation on Thursday, March 8, at the Unitarian Church,
6300 A Street, in Lincoln. We will begin with a 6:15 p.m. potluck
supper. Bring family and friends along with a favorite dish or two
to share and your own table service (that means plate, cup, and
silverware). Beverages will be provided. This location offers easy
access with no steps, is handicap accessible, and provides
convenient free parking in the church lot with overflow parking
across the street to the west in the Pius High School lot. For
those preferring to attend only the program, that should begin
about 7:45 p.m. No reservations are needed for the evening.
Email: Office@WachiskaAudubon.org

Field Trip
by John Carlini, Field Trip Chair

The Hottest Tourist Destination Around
When you hear
about thousands of
visitors coming from
thousands of miles
away to spend time
by Nebraska's Platte
River, what type of
tourists come to
mind? Every spring,
the multitude of
visitors includes
both people and
Sandhill Cranes
sandhill cranes, as
both travel great distances to a special habitable section of the
river that flows through the center of our state. As Nebraskans,
we're fortunate we don't have to travel long distances like the
cranes or international travelers to observe this world-class
wildlife spectacle; interested birders can join Wachiskans for a
day trip to the Grand Island area at the peak of crane migration.
We'll first spend a few hours using our cars as blinds to observe
crane behavior as we cruise roads next to fields that host large
crane flocks during foraging and loafing hours. At dusk we'll
watch the truly breathtaking sight of cranes peppering the sky in
every direction when they fly to the nearby Platte River. We'll
conclude our expedition at a public access area where we can
view the cranes landing in the river that has provided their
traditional roosting site for thousands of years.
Meet at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 25, on the south side of the
Capitol in Lincoln at 15th and H streets across from the
governor's mansion. Participants can caravan or carpool the 100mile trip to our destination. Bring warm clothing for colder
temps at sundown and binoculars and scope if you have them.
We'll make a pit stop at the visitor center by the Alda exit. There
is no fee and the public is welcome. Call John at 402-475-7275 if
you have questions.

Harris’s Hawk
by Richard Peterson
The birds I'm drawn to write about are those that are different
(at least for me) from their close relatives. It is the way this
raptor, the Harris’s hawk, conducts its breeding activities and
how it hunts that makes me want to share those traits. First,
some background.
John James Audubon gave this hawk its English name after
Edward Harris (b 1799 – d 1863). Harris was a farmer, horse
breeder, and financial supporter. He accompanied Audubon on
his trips to the Gulf of Mexico (1837) and the Missouri River
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(1843). He introduced the Percheron horse to America in 1839.
Harris's hawk has also been known as the bay-winged hawk or
dusky hawk. Its size is between a peregrine falcon and a redtailed hawk. The scientific name is Parabuteo unicinctus and was
described by Dutch zoologist Coenraad Temminck in 1824.
You can see these raptors in semi-desert or sparse woodlands in
the southwestern U.S. Three subspecies range from that area
south to Chile, Argentina, and Brazil. It is a permanent resident
where it’s found and does not migrate.
In the U.S., Harris’s hawks build their nests atop the tall saguaro
cactus and in palo verde and mesquite trees. They practice
simultaneous polyandry, i.e., they form groups, usually a trio of
one female and two males. Females can breed all year long with
some having several mates at a time. Family members of the
past generation help build the nest with incubation, feeding, and
defending the nest against great horned owls, coyotes, and
common ravens. This cooperative group is frequently the core
crew that combines in hunting prey.
Harris’s hawks hunt as a pack. It takes work to find and secure
the small mammals (various rabbits, ground squirrels, pocket
gophers, etc.), birds, and
lizards that inhabit the
prickly world of the
Sonoran Desert. There is
no flying low and picking
off a meal. One tactic is to
flush, intercept, and
corner, where two fly
ahead and scout; when
flushed, the prey is
encircled and converged
Harris’s Hawk
upon. If the prey hides
under prickly cover, one or more of the birds will land and run,
carefully bobbing, weaving, and continuing the stalk until the
prey can be snatched. The food is then shared by the group. This
social nature makes the hawk easy to train for falconry.
Trained hawks have been used to remove unwanted pigeons
from London's Trafalgar Square and from the Wimbledon tennis
courts. While farmers in the U.S. appreciate its role in rodent
reduction, the electric companies have another opinion. Apart
from perching where it normally does, it seems to like electrical
transformers and, in doing so, damages the insulation. Electric
companies have spent large sums to re-insulate the wires and/or
build extension arms off the poles to suggest new perching sites.
Finally, their popularity with falconers has encouraged poachers.

Help Needed
The Spring Birdseed Sale order form is found on pages 3-4.
Orders must be postmarked by Thursday, March 8. Copies are
also posted at www.wachiskaaudubon.org. Volunteers are
needed to help with distribution at 14th and Arapahoe streets on
March 16, 3-6 p.m. and on March 17, 9-12 a.m. If you can help,
note that on the order form or call Lana, 402-570-1273. Thanks.
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Farmland Needs to Be Preserved
by Chuck Francis, Population/Environment Committee
In the U.S., we convert some 1.5 million acres away from
agricultural production and into other human uses—highways,
shopping malls, and especially single-dwelling subdivisions for
those seeking the “American Dream” of a house with a white
picket fence and plenty of private family space. At the same
time, our population grows about one percent each year. It is
not rocket science to calculate that our current 1.8 acres of good
farmland per person will shrink to less than one acre per person
by 2050. On a worldwide scale, it is calculated we will need 70
percent more food over this same time frame, based on global
population growth and increasing incomes that spur demand for
better diets including more animal-based protein. We will have
to do this on the same land but with a diminishing supply of
fossil fuels, fresh water, and phosphorus fertilizer.
To avoid cutting down rainforests or plowing up grasslands, thus
reducing habitat for other species and reducing essential
ecosystem services, we have to intensify production on good
lands and seek ways to better use what we currently produce. In
Nebraska, we are far from self-sufficient in food, in spite of our
tremendous capacity for production. Ninety percent of our
cereal grains are used for livestock feed, ethanol production,
high-fructose corn syrup, or export; in turn, we import 90
percent of the food we eat. There is capacity to seasonally grow
much more of our own needs, and with hoop houses we can
extend the growing season in spring and fall. If processing and
sale of food were done here in our communities, it would add
substantially to local economies and revive rural towns currently
wasting away due to consolidation of farms, loss of local schools
and services, and out-migration.
We presently lose 40-50 percent of the food produced due to
poor harvest and storage conditions and lack of marketing
infrastructure in the Global South—in the Global North due to
overstocking in supermarkets, consumer insistence on “perfect
produce,” and printed dating systems on processed foods that
are important but much too conservative to avoid litigation in
case of food-caused sickness. Around the world, we currently
produce more than enough to provide an adequate diet for
healthy development for everyone, but we lose too much food.
Today we also have more people who are obese—more than
one billion—than we have undernourished. Consuming a healthy
diet rather than overeating—driven by marketing, frequent trips
to buffet restaurants and fast food shops, too many sweets and
soft drinks—would help to solve this problem. Eating local food
in season, moving toward a plant-based diet, and consuming a
reasonable amount would all save food and reduce burgeoning
health care costs. We have solutions within reach.
Changes in expectations away from large individual houses and
personal properties, eating a healthier diet, and modifying our
use of what is already produced can help us feed a growing
population without taking even more land out of farming. This is

the type of long-term perspective we need to maintain a livable
environment for ourselves and other species. Solutions are
within reach if we want to encourage our future generations to
look for creative answers rather than making today’s problems
worse by depending on current economic incentives and status
quo thinking. As UCLA professor and author Rene DuBos said,
“Trend is not destiny.”

Tax Check-off Benefits Wildlife,
Habitat Conservation
Tax season provides a unique
opportunity for Nebraskans to
contribute to wildlife and habitat
conservation. The Nebraska state
income tax form allows individuals
to donate all or a part of their tax
refund to the Wildlife Conservation
Fund, which is used to maintain
adequate habitat and healthy
populations of wildlife across the state, particularly those that
are rare, endangered, or threatened.
Tax refund donations have helped many species over the years
including river otters, monarch butterflies, swift fox, peregrine
falcons, and bald eagles. Donations are used to maintain and
improve habitat for these and many other animals, as well as to
provide wildlife viewing and other educational opportunities for
Nebraskans.
The tax check-off is an important funding source for
implementation of Nebraska’s Natural Legacy Project,
developed to conserve wildlife before they become rare and
more costly to protect.
Taxpayers not entitled to a state tax refund can contribute via
NebraskaWildlifeFund.org or by mail to The Wildlife
Conservation Fund, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission,
PO Box 30370, Lincoln NE 68503-0370.

Website to Take on a New Look
by Gary Fehr, President
Do you have web experience or an interest to learn? Wachiska
is updating its website to give it a fresh look, and we need help
to maintain the website for a short time. You do not need any
programming experience; however, you should have some
familiarity and interest in online technology. You will be working
with our office manager to post announcements and news items
on the site. If you can donate 2-3 hours once a month for the
next three months, please call Arlys at the office, 402-486-4846,
or email her at office@wachiskaaudubon.org.
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Why the Prairie Management Fund
Needs Your Support
by Elizabeth Nelson, Donor Development Chair
One of Wachiska Audubon Society’s
major ongoing obligations is the care
and maintenance of land owned by the
chapter. While many people correctly
assume we burn our prairies when
needed, work to eradicate invasive
vegetation, and assure easement
requirements are respected, there are
many other responsibilities Wachiska
handles that may be surprising in nature
and that require considerable time and
expense to meet.



Adjoining property owner north of Fertig Prairie illegally
diverted water draining from his property onto the
northeast corner of the Fertig Prairie property, resulting in
increased flooding at the northern end of the Fertig Prairie
property. Suggested solutions were reviewed and our
attorney will draft a letter to all parties impacted to request
a meeting to resolve the issue.

These are a selection of notes from just ONE of Wachiska’s
conservation committee meetings and relate to only two of the
properties Wachiska owns. Obviously, many of these points lead
to additional actions which will need to be addressed in
upcoming months. Wachiska currently owns nine prairie parcels
and monitors 24 easements!
Elizabeth Nelson

While preparing to write this article, I was reviewing the minutes
of Wachiska’s January 2018 conservation committee. Following
are excerpts from that ONE meeting.
Recently completed on the Klapka property:
 Temporary water pipeline was replaced with permanent
underground pipeline, encountered ~ 350 feet of rock.
 Dilapidated fallen barn has been buried.
 Hand-dug well holes and abandoned cellar were filled in.
 Brush piles on south end have been burned.
 Disturbed bare soil as a result of above work will require
seeding with western wheatgrass, sideoats grama, etc.
Current Fertig Prairie issues:
 Legal boundary status - All necessary documentation
required to determine the legally correct proportion of the
adjoining county roads included in the deed has been
assembled.

Meeting our long-term obligations:
By purchasing prairie and accepting conservation easements,
Wachiska has taken on considerable long-term management
obligations. We have recognized that, as an organization, we are
quickly reaching the point where we need to hire staff to help
lead our prairie management obligations, which is why we
established the Prairie Management and Prairie Legal Defense
Funds nearly three years ago. Contributions to these funds now
total nearly $250,000, but we have a goal of raising at least
$1 million. When fully funded, the Prairie Management Fund will
be endowed to allow us to address important long-term needs:
 First, pay for a part-time land manager to coordinate
maintenance and restoration activities supervised by
Wachiska’s conservation committee.
 Second, generate funds for additional staff positions, such
as a volunteer coordinator, a grant writer, or an executive
director, with a focus on enhancing the preservation and
educational aspects of managing our prairie lands.
Your gifts help Wachiska meet our long-term prairie
management responsibilities. Please make a pledge today!

Gift Pledge Form-----------tear here and return to the Wachiska Audubon Society----------------I am giving $_____ to the Wachiska Prairie Management
Fund. My check is enclosed.
Make your check payable to the Wachiska Prairie Management
Fund #710146. Mail to Wachiska Audubon Society, 4547 Calvert
St Ste 10, Lincoln NE 68506 or to the Lincoln Community
Foundation, 215 Centennial Mall S Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508.
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Name________________________________________
Address______________________________________
Phone________________________________________
Email_________________________________________

I pledge to give $_______ per month/quarter/year for the
next three years.* (or gifts over any length of time)

*If you make a Pledge, we will contact you about details—or
contact your attorney or the Lincoln Community Foundation to
make arrangements. Other giving options are also possible.

I pledge a bequest from my estate.* This is easy to arrange,
will not alter your current financial situation, and can be
changed in the future, if desired.

Your gift is tax deductible and you will receive a letter confirming your
gift. Wachiska Audubon Society was chartered in 1973 as an
independent chapter of the National Audubon Society. Wachiska is a
qualified 501(c)(3) Charitable Organization, TIN 51-0229888.
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Join now! Become a Friend
of Wachiska Audubon Society!

Public Officials
President Donald Trump
1600 Pennsylvania Av NW, Washington DC 20500-0001
Comment line: 202-456-1111
Phone: 202-456-1414 Fax: 202-456-2461
E-mail at website: http://whitehouse.gov/contact
Senator Ben Sasse
1128 Lincoln Mall Ste 305, Lincoln NE 68508
Lincoln phone: 402-476-1400 Fax: 402-476-0605
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-4224 Fax: 202-224-5213
E-mail at website: http://sasse.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer
440 N 8th St Ste 120, Lincoln NE 68508
Lincoln phone: 402-441-4600 Fax: 402-476-8753
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-6551 Fax: 202-228-0012
E-mail at website: http://fischer.senate.gov

This local chapter membership provides you with voting
privileges and access to all our events, programs, and
committees, plus 100 percent of your membership donation
goes directly to the Wachiska chapter. In addition, Friend
members receive our monthly newsletter, The Babbling Brook,
in their choice of print or electronic form.
Friends of Wachiska (local membership)
Name
Address
City

County

State

Zip

st

Congressman Jeff Fortenberry (1 District)
301 S 13th St Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508-2537
Lincoln phone: 402-438-1598
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4806 Fax: 202-225-5686
E-mail at website: http://fortenberry.house.gov
Congressman Don Bacon (2nd District)
13906 Gold Cir Ste 101, Omaha NE 68144
Omaha phone: 888-221-7452
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4155 Fax: 202-226-5452
E-mail at website: https://bacon.house.gov
Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District)
416 Valley View Dr Ste 600, Scottsbluff NE 69361
Scottsbluff phone: 308-633-6333 Fax: 308-633-6335
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-6435 Fax: 202-225-0207
E-mail at website: http://adriansmith.house.gov
Capitol Hill Switchboard
888-436-8427 or 202-224-3121
Governor Pete Ricketts
Capitol Bldg, PO Box 94848, Lincoln NE 68509-4848
Phone: 402-471-2244 Fax: 402-471-6031
E-mail at website: http://governor.nebraska.gov
State Senator ________
District ___ State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 68509-4604
State Capitol Switchboard
402-471-2311
Lancaster County Commissioners
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 110, Lincoln NE 68508
Phone: 402-441-7447 Fax: 402-441-6301
E-mail: commish@lancaster.ne.gov

Phone
E-mail
$25 Individual/Friend
$35 Family Friend
$50 Black-capped Chickadee Friend
$100 Northern Cardinal Friend
$250 Western Meadowlark Friend
$500 Bald Eagle Friend
$1000 Peregrine Falcon Friend
Select the level of support that is right for you and make your
check payable to Wachiska Audubon Society. All funds
remain with our local chapter and are tax deductible. Mail to:
Wachiska Audubon Society
Attention: Membership Committee
4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643

I prefer to receive my newsletter by email.
Please note: If you are already a member of National Audubon
Society (NAS) you automatically become a member of Wachiska,
but not a Wachiska Friend member. Only Wachiska Friends
receive the printed monthly newsletter each month. If you wish
to join NAS or receive Audubon magazine, please contact
National Audubon Society directly.

Mayor Chris Beutler
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 301, Lincoln NE 68508-2828
Phone: 402-441-7511 Fax: 402-441-7120
E-mail: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov
Lincoln City Council
402-441-7515
E-mail: council@lincoln.ne.gov
Lincoln Journal Star
Letters to the editor, 926 P St, Lincoln NE 68508
E-mail: oped@journalstar.com

American Goldfinch family
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NOTE FOR THE FUTURE
In the event of inclement weather, Wachiska
will follow the Lincoln Public Schools’ policy—if
LPS classes are canceled that day, Wachiska’s
events will be canceled that evening, too.
Postings should appear on KOLN/KGIN TV,
Channel 10. Of course, this will pertain ONLY to
weather-related closures.

Aluminum Recycling Continues
Keep recycling aluminum cans at A-Can
Recycling Center, 3255 South 10th Street, in
Lincoln. Wachiska’s 2017 check from members’
contributions came to $79.45. Let’s get that up
to $100 in 2018. Thanks to all who are helping.

The Babbling Brook (ISSN #1068-2104) is published monthly by Wachiska Audubon Society.
The known office of publication is 4547 Calvert St Ste 10, Lincoln NE 68506-5643.
Periodical postage paid at Lincoln, Nebraska.
Send address changes to The Babbling Brook
Wachiska Audubon Society, 4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643
The Babbling Brook is printed on recycled and recyclable paper.

Wachiska Audubon Society
4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643
402-486-4846
Office@WachiskaAudubon.org
www.WachiskaAudubon.org

WACHISKA AUDUBON LEADERS - 2018
OFFICERS
President……………………………………………………………..*Gary Fehr………………………………402-570-4382
Vice President……………………………………………………...*Stu Luttich (Geneva)……………..402-759-3597
Recording Secretary .................................................*Richard Peterson………………….402-489-2996
Treasurer ................................................................. *Bill Gustafson………...…………….402-488-1585
Immediate Past President…………………………………….*Jessi Umberger (Otoe)………….402-580-3057
STANDING COMMITTEES/POSITIONS
Director at Large ....................................................... *Theresa Pella ......................... 531-289-6098
Director at Large ....................................................... *Vacant...........................................................
Director at Large ....................................................... *Terry Stentz ........................... 402-202-8819
Conservation ............................................................. *Stu Luttich (Geneva) .............. 402-759-3597
Education .................................................................. *Tim Knott ............................... 402-483-5656
Field Trips.................................................................. John Carlini .............................. 402-475-7275
*Lana Novak............................. 402-475-8693
Hospitality ................................................................. Cheryl Moncure ....................... 402-488-0036
Legislation ................................................................. Bruce Kennedy (Malcolm) ....... 402-796-2114
*Sam Truax .............................. 402-325-9012
Membership ............................................................. *Jami Nelson ........................... 402-488-1598
Monthly Programs/General Meetings ..................... Arlys Reitan ...........WAS office 402-486-4846
Newsletter Editor...................................................... Arlys Reitan ...........WAS office 402-486-4846
Population/Environment .......................................... *Colleen Babcock .................... 308-850-0445
Publicity/Public Relations ......................................... Jeanne Kern ............................. 402-423-0428
*Denotes Board member
OTHER ASSOCIATES
Bird Questions .......................................................... Kevin Poague ........................... 402-797-2301
Facebook Coordinator .............................................. Benjamin Vogt ......................... 402-499-5851
Raptor Recovery ....................................................... Betsy Finch (Elmwood) ............ 402-994-2009
Interim Executive Director Audubon Nebraska ....... Bill Taddicken .......................... 308-468-5282
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center Director ........ Glynnis Collins ......................... 402-797-2301
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Birdseed Sa
Inside
Order Form

Spring Birdseed Sale
PICK-UP TIMES
Friday, Mar. 16
Saturday, Mar. 17

3:00 - 6:00 pm
9:00 - 12:00 noon

See pages 3 and 4 for order form
and seed descriptions.
Orders must be postmarked by the
Thursday, Mar. 8 DEADLINE. Thank
you for your support of this major
fundraiser.

Wachiska Audubon Society’s
financial records are available
for examination in the office.

A Gift to the Future
A bequest to Wachiska Audubon Society
is a gift to future generations enabling
our natural heritage to continue. For
wills, trusts, and gifts, our legal name is
Wachiska Audubon Society. Our Federal
Tax ID number is 51-0229888.

