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Wachiska Program — Thursday, October 13, 7:00 p.m., Unitarian Church, 6300 A Street, and also via YouTube
YouTube link: https://youtu.be/oFTd054CXvo (no registration required)

Nebraska’s Wetlands
by Brooke Talbott, Platte Basin Timelapse

T

he aim of the Nebraska Wetlands Project is to increase
the public’s awareness of the importance and value of
wetlands in Nebraska. The hope is for audiences to walk
away with an increased understanding of the need for wetland
conservation and an inspiration to get outside and explore
Nebraska’s wetlands.
Materials produced include printed publications, a series of
short films, and a series of online story maps, which are
webpages that merge imagery and narrative. Printed
publications include the “Guide to Nebraska’s Wetlands,” and
“Student Wetland Activity Booklet,” which will be freely
distributed to the public. The series of short films features
Nebraska’s five major wetland types: sandhills, saline, riverine,
playa, and urban. The audience will learn each wetland type,
and multimedia content of the wildlife within these wetlands
will be discussed.
The Platte Basin Timelapse project (PBT) has been in motion
since 2011 and tells stories of our most important resource:
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Education Committee via Zoom, 6:00 p.m.
Second Saturday Seeds at Dieken Prairie, 9:00 a.m.,
(page 9)
10 Conservation Committee via Zoom, 6:30 p.m.
13 Fall Birdseed Sale orders due (postmarked by this date
pages 3 - 4)
13 General Meeting, “Nebraska’s Wetlands,” with PBT update
by Brooke Talbott, 7:00 p.m. In-person meeting at Unitarian
Church, 6300 A Street, Lincoln, and also live-streamed;
no registration (see above)
15 Newsletter deadline in Wachiska office, 5:00 p.m.
17 Audubon 2023 calendar order deadline (page 5)
18 Board Meeting via Zoom, 7:00 p.m.
21-22 Fall Birdseed Sale pick up (pages 3 - 4)
Wachiska Audubon Office: 402-486-4846

water. With over 60 timelapse cameras spread throughout
Colorado, Wyoming, and Nebraska, PBT has built an archive of
over one million images depicting change on a watershed scale
over time. Innovative multimedia content and stories implore
audiences to question, “Where does your water come from?”
This project is being led by the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission and primarily funded by a grant from the EPA, which
was received in the fall of 2019. Partners involved with the
implementation of the project include PBT, University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, Nebraska Fish and Wildlife Cooperative, Fish
and Wildlife Research Unit, and Ducks Unlimited.
Check out outdoornebraska.gov and plattebasintimelapse.com
for more inspiring imagery of our wetlands and watershed.
Brooke Talbott grew up in Nebraska. During undergraduate work
at UNL she connected with PBT co-founders Mike Forsberg and
Mike Farrell through a digital imaging class requiring a
conservation storytelling project depicting change over time. For
that project, Brooke created a short video showing the
transformation of winter into spring within a wetland near
Lincoln. With that project, she realized her passions for art,
science, and nature could merge in a powerful way. Today,
Brooke works as a producer and teacher for Platte Basin
Timelapse, where she creates multimedia works of art and
instructs undergraduate students in conservation storytelling.
On Thursday, October 13, at 7:00 p.m., Brooke will showcase
imagery and highlights from PBT’s most recent collaborative
project called “Nebraska Wetlands: An Education and Outreach
Project.” Join Wachiska when we will finally be getting back
together IN PERSON at Lincoln’s Unitarian Church, 6300 A Street,
for this program which will also be live streamed on YouTube for
those not able to attend in person. This free public presentation
will be available at https://youtu.be/oFTd054CXvo. Copy or
paste this link into your browser just before the program begins.
No registration will be necessary.

Email: Office@WachiskaAudubon.org

Executive Director’s Message

outing to Dieken Prairie near Unadilla. If you are interested in
attending, call the office for more details.

by Mark Brohman
I want to congratulate the Audubon
Society of Omaha on their 50th
anniversary. They are celebrating at
Lauritzen Gardens on October 13.
Next year Wachiska will celebrate our
50th anniversary.
Wachiska hosted fourth graders on
Dieken Prairie for Prairie Discovery
Days. Over 100 kids took part. Tim Knott has done a great job
organizing these events, and the volunteers have been
amazing. We also welcomed a group of about 45 Otoe-Missouria
Native Americans from Oklahoma at Knott Prairie recently. This
area was considered part of their homeland in the 1700s and
early 1800s. They were appreciative of Wachiska’s sharing our
prairie with them. I see it more as we are just the temporary
keepers of the prairie for future generations; we are not owners,
but caretakers. They collected prairie plants to use in future
ceremonies and performed ceremonies during the visit. They
were in Lincoln to participate in the City of Lincoln’s proclaiming
September 21, 2022, as Otoe-Missouria Day (see page 10).

We have been approached by Bluebirds Across Nebraska to
participate in planning and building one or more towers to
provide roosting and nesting sites for chimney swifts. The
Board approved our support of this project. Stay tuned to our
Facebook page and The Babbling Brook as this project
develops.
Give Nebraska is underway, and anyone can donate to
Wachiska Audubon through their payroll deduction plan if their
employer is a participant; unfortunately, the State of Nebraska
is not participating this year, but employers like Lincoln Public
Schools, City of Lincoln, Clark Enerson Partners, Lancaster
County, The Nature Conservancy, Pinnacle Bank, Kawasaki,
University of Nebraska, and many more are taking part.
I hope you all get out and enjoy the fall migration as it trails off.

Support Wachiska while You Feed the Birds
by Elizabeth Nelson

This month we have a booth at the upcoming Lower Platte South
Natural Resources District's Nature Nights at local schools,
including Ashland-Greenwood, Elmwood-Murdock, Prescott
Elementary, and Faith Lutheran. It is always exciting to interact
with the kids. Let me know if you would like to volunteer for one
or more of these events.

For Wachiska, fundraising is an important year-round activity.
Our organization exists because of your generous support. Our
spring Birdathon (now connected to Give to Lincoln Day) and
December fundraisers are our biggest events of the year.
However, in between there are many important smaller
fundraisers. In the past we have had garage sales and auctions
and, of course, our spring and fall birdseed sales. Each one of
these events helps us continue our advocacy and education
programs.

The nominating committee has been busy preparing a slate of
2023 officers and potential Board members for the general
membership to vote on. The Board has also prepared some
bylaw changes for the general membership to vote on. Many
thanks to the nominating committee.

In this month's newsletter you will find our birdseed sale order
form. Our prices are fair, and we offer top-quality birdseed
recently harvested and delivered directly from a Midwestern
seed supplier that offers us excellent quality, service, and
wholesale prices.

Our Fall Birdseed Sale is underway, and I encourage you to get
your order in electronically or via the USPS mail. Wachiska’s
birdseed sales are among our bigger money-making projects,
where we provide a quality product at a competitive price. I
encourage everyone to mention the birdseed sale to neighbors,
friends, and relatives.
I want to thank all Wachiska members and Friends who joined us
to collect native seeds for Kay Kottas. We helped Kay collect seed
that will be used to restore and plant prairies in Nebraska while
gaining funds for Wachiska. Last month's seed collection on
Dieken Prairie got rained out, but we have one more Second
Saturday Seeds collection on October 8. Beth Coufal will lead the
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We encourage you to please buy generously! Not only will you
make the birds happy this winter, but you help Wachiska stay
on sound financial footing. Thank you in advance for helping
keep Wachiska, and the birds in your neighborhood, healthy
this winter through your purchase of top-quality birdseed. Use
the order form on page 3 or order online.

Recycling 2023 Calendars Again this Year
Bring your extra NEW 2023 nature calendars to a Wachiska
event or drop them off at the office between now and the end
of January. Many Wachiskans seem to get way too many
calendars from the many projects and programs they support.
Wachiska turns around and sees that those who don’t get
them will have one. Call the office if you need more details.
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Photo by John Carlini
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2023 Audubon Calendar Collection
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Featuring detailed, full-color photographs accompanied by expert text and printed on responsibly sourced paper with
soy-based inks. Each purchase also supports Wachiska’s mission to protect birds and their habitats.

Note: Ordering deadline for 2023 calendars is
October 17, 2022.
PRICING: ALL PRICES INCLUDE TAX AND SHIPPING.
#1—#2—#3—#5 marked $15.99 sell for $17.
#4—#6—#9—#12 marked $16.99 sell for $18.
#10—#11 marked $19.99 sell for $21.
#7—#8 marked $8.99 sell for $10.
NO EXTRA CALENDARS WILL BE AVAILABLE, so place your
orders now.
Check the Wachiska website to view these beautiful
calendars in color at www.wachiskaaudubon.org.

Call or email the Wachiska office by October 17 to
order. Phone 402-486-4846 or email
office@wachiskaaudubon.org.
All orders will come to the Wachiska office for pick
up in mid-November.
You will be notified via email or phone. Payment will
be due when calendars are picked up.
Thank you very much for your support in this
fundraiser for Wachiska Audubon.
The Babbling Brook
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Welcome Home
by Mark Brohman

Wachiska Audubon Society
Constitution and Bylaws Updates
by Theresa Pella, Board President
At the annual meeting on November 10, Friends and members
will be asked to adopt amendments approved by the Board
during its August 16 meeting. You may access both the 2013
version and the August 2022 version from Wachiska’s homepage,
www.wachiskaaudubon.org. If you’d prefer a hard copy, call the
office at 402-486-4846 or email office@wachiskaaudubon.org.
Some amendments are substantive and explained below:

It has been a long time coming, but the Otoe-Missouria Tribe
was welcomed home to Southeast Nebraska on September 21 by
Lincoln’s mayor and many others including Wachiska Audubon.
The mayor and three City Council members presented the Tribe
with a proclamation establishing September 21, 2022, as OtoeMissouria Day. (The proclamation is reprinted on page 10.) The
Tribe called this a "homecoming" after 189 years.
Following the ceremony at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln's
Center for Great Plains Studies, a group of about 40 tribal
members traveled to Wachiska's Knott Prairie located northeast
of Yutan. Wachiska members Mark Brohman, Tim Knott, Ross
Scott, and Glenn Pollock were on hand to greet the visitors, give
information on the prairie, and answer questions. Fontenelle
Forest botanist Drew Granville was also on hand to help with
plant identifications.
The visitors were excited to walk around their ancestral grounds
and collect plants to take home for medicinal and religious
purposes. The group included Tribe members of all ages from
kids to elders. The kids could be seen racing across the prairie
and rolling around. Elders commented how beautiful the grass
and blooming plants were and how quiet it was. Several
members thanked us for sharing the prairie with them where
they hoped to return soon and maybe next year have a formal
ceremony on the tract of land near the Platte River. An Otoe
village had been present in the past just a couple miles directly
south of Knott Prairie, making the visit even more special.
After an afternoon on the prairie, Tim Knott and Mark Brohman
were invited to dine with the group at the Indian Center in
Lincoln. Drumming was followed by a meal of buffalo burgers, fry
bread, and much more. Tribal members commented that their
parents and grandparents had told them stories about Nebraska,
but many had never been to the area. Their ancestors were
removed completely from Nebraska to Oklahoma in 1854, after
being relocated to the Beatrice area in 1833.
Last May Wachiska hosted a small group of Otoe-Missouria
members at Dieken Prairie near Unadilla. They were impressed
and couldn't wait until a larger contingency could come to
Nebraska and see land once occupied by their forefathers. That
smaller group was now present at Knott Prairie and was just as
impressed as they were with Dieken Prairie.
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Constitution
• A section for commonly used definitions and acronyms was
added.
• The mission statement was edited to paint a clearer picture
of what Wachiska is and does today. It now reads: “The
Mission of the Wachiska Audubon Society is to bring people
together to preserve and restore tallgrass prairies and other
natural ecosystems, enjoy birding, support native wildlife,
provide nature education, and advocate for sustainability of
our natural community.”
Bylaws
• Membership categories and voting rights were clarified.
• What constitutes adequate notices of meetings (regular and
special) was described.
• The Board took a critical look at the existing committees in
the 2013 bylaws. Those determined today to be necessary
for effective governance are the Conservation, Education/
Outreach, Membership, and Finance Committees. This does
not preclude other committees from being formed. It also
opens the door for projects and/or task forces to be formed,
then disbanded once done.
• With the update to the committee structure, increasing the
number of directors-at-large to bring different experiences
and perspectives to the Board became a possibility.
• The office and staff article was updated regarding staff chain
of command, participation on committees, and legal work
requirements.
If you have any questions or comments about the edits, please
email me at pella_t@yahoo.com.
In addition to Board members and staff, Joe Francis and Patty
Spitzer donated time and effort to this project—the Board thanks
them!

Got a Program Idea for 2023?
If you have a specific program or nature topic that would lend
itself to a 45-minute general meeting program, send or call your
ideas to Arlys in the office. No promises, but we will consider it.

What’s Your Wachiska Spark?
by Theresa Pella, President
We’ve all heard about “spark birds”—that one miraculous feathered friend that hooked you on birding. As the Wachiska Audubon
Society’s annual end-of-year fundraising gets underway, a Wachiska Friend has donated a $60,000 “spark” for the continued funding of
the executive director position. The donor wishes to remain anonymous, stating they are not doing this for the recognition but because
they care for Wachiska and its future! They were excited (“sparked”) when Mark Brohman was hired as Wachiska’s first executive
director and are confident that he can lead the organization into the future.
As Board President, I totally agree! Operational stability is a continual need for Wachiska to be successful in conservation efforts in
Southeast Nebraska. Board members, as the organization’s leaders, will change in names, talents, and interests, so consistent
professional management is critical. Management of Wachiska-owned prairies is now under the worthwhile eye of Northern Prairies
Land Trust. Work is progressing with Prairie Legacy, Inc. to address issues and improve the Wachiska conservation easement properties
with the help of a Nebraska Environmental Trust grant. The Board, members, and Friends can now focus on ensuring that the bold step
we took in 2021 to hire our first executive director will continue to complement the other management decisions.
Realizing many readers have not had day-to-day contact and interactions with Mark this year, allow me to share a few thoughts.
Looking through the lens of the current strategic plan’s four focus areas, I find tangible and intangible benefits to this position:

•

Building Relationships
 Consistency – Mark can usually be found in the office during the workday. Stops by members, Friends, and others are frequent
and Mark can answer questions, listen to ideas, and help coordinate tasks as needed, not when someone else has the time to
return calls, emails, etc. His presence, especially in the mornings when the office administrator is unavailable, means members
and the public are served more efficiently.
 Enhanced visibility and reputation in the community – The executive director’s responsibilities include participating in many
peer organization meetings and conversations. This has led to more opportunities to partner on projects and share ideas. Two
of these groups are the Mayor’s Environmental Task Force and the Coalition for Environmental Improvement.
 Private corporations – Mark was instrumental in finding corporate sponsors for the Tour the Wild Side. This opens the door for
more conversations with them and others in the private sector who want to do their part in conservation.

•

Advocating and Educating for the Environment
 Secured a grant for backpacks and insect nets that have already been used by many school children. This includes engaging
with students from Arnold Elementary School in after-school activities. Filling in when volunteers are not able is making it
easier for project leads.
 At the direction of the Board, Mark represented Wachiska during the Wilderness Crossing development meetings and
prepared a letter expressing concern for negative impact on birds and other wildlife in Wilderness Park.
 Mark’s biological background and careers in two state agencies give him connections and experience in all aspects of
conservation. His related legislative experience is invaluable to Wachiska as we advocate to protect the environment. The
Board approved seven comment letters he prepared on state and federal legislative matters.

•

Caring for Tallgrass Prairies
 The new three-year Nebraska Environmental Trust grant has many requirements and specific grant-reporting requirements.
Mark’s previous experience is an asset in helping “navigate the waters.”
 Helping conservation committee members with not only physical work, but communication and coordinating activities, has
reduced the stress levels of many members.
 Assisting Board members and others with efforts related to potential development in the buffer areas of Nine-Mile Prairie is an
example of how the executive director can further Wachiska’s goals. Years ago, Wachiska was instrumental in preserving NineMile Prairie, so we have a responsibility in maintaining its status as an important flora and fauna area.

•

Strengthening Internal Operations
 Keeping an eye open for grant opportunities and submitting a capacity-building grant application to Cornell University. Though
we weren’t a recipient, their response was encouraging for future rounds. Not to be deterred, Mark is looking into the
possibility of a grant application to the Cooper Foundation. (continued on page 8)
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What’s Your Wachiska Spark? (continued from page 7)



Mark’s legal background was helpful during Board discussions as we worked to update the chapter’s constitution and bylaws.
This background also allows him to assist our pro bono attorney on a variety of issues.
Administrative matters are handled in a more timely and consistent manner and issues resolved before “molehills can be
turned into mountains.”

Relief! That’s one word I’ve been using this past year! The load off my presidential shoulders is huge! Those who have been in
Wachiska leadership positions through the years can, I’m sure, relate. Those who will come after us deserve similar support, so they
can do their best job of leading Wachiska.
Yes, it’s true that hiring an executive director almost doubles Wachiska’s operating budget; but I hope you agree that when the
strategic plan exercise a few years ago prioritized hiring an executive director it was the right thing to do. I also hope you’ll find your
Wachiska “spark” and show your financial support however you can.
The goal for this general operations fundraiser is to double the donor’s generous gift—for a total of $120,000. What a way to begin
Wachiska’s 50th anniversary year!!

Silver-spotted Skipper
by Richard Peterson
Photo by Steve Kruse

One field guide to the
butterflies refers to the
skippers as “a group of mostly
small and confusing creatures.”
That said, roughly one-third of
all the butterfly species in
North America are skippers.

They are in the Family Hesperiidae. Many are seen, if only
briefly, in the prairies we love to explore. They do not stop for
very long, except when feeding before their swift, erratic flight
takes them out of sight, giving us little time to observe any
identifying marks. They usually perch with their wings folded
and don't open and close their wings as frequently as many of
the butterflies we are used to seeing. When not foraging, they
like to rest upside down on the undersides of leaves. Getting a
look at only the underside of the wings is often not enough to
make an identification. Before we get discouraged, we need to
have clear knowledge of which skippers we are likely to see. This
is where a field guide with good range maps is important.
The silver-spotted skipper (Epargyreus clarus) is the most
recognized skipper in North America. It is found along roadsides,
in open woods, along streams and forest edges, in fields and
prairies, as well as backyard gardens. While the wings of most
skippers are some shades of brown, with perhaps a mark of
rusty orange and maybe a few silver flecks here or there, this is
one you will easily be able to identify in the field.
Adults have a large, stout body, by skipper standards, with a
wingspan of up to 2.5 inches. They have typical skipper eyes that
bulge out a bit from the head and triangular-shaped wings.
There is an obvious irregular-shaped silvery-white patch in the
middle on the underside of the forewing which is easily seen
8

The Babbling Brook

October 2022

since the wings are folded when they rest. There is a yelloworange band on the upper side of the forewing. They seem to
prefer blue, red, pink, and purple nectar plants and are rarely
seen visiting yellow flowers. They are commonly seen feeding on
blue mealy sage, blazing star, thistles, common milkweed, and
red clover.
The larvae feed on the leaves of black locust, honey locust, false
indigo, lead plant, partridge pea, wisteria, and other legumes.
The larva lives in a leaf shelter they create by cutting a flap of
leaf and folding it over them. They then seal the flap by tying it
down loosely with silken threads. As the larva grows and
develops, the leaf shelter is remade to accommodate their
increase in size. Larvae exit their shelters at night or on cloudy
days to feed on nearby foliage. They expel their feces away from
where they are feeding, presumably to eliminate chemical cues
that might attract parasitoid wasps. They pupate, then
overwinter inside their last leaf shelter, which falls from the
plant to become leaf litter. The silver-spotted skipper has a
single brood, one generation, in Nebraska.

Upcoming Conservation Events
Nebraska Legacy Conference will be held at Chadron State
College with a Zoom option on October 11-13. Details are
available on the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission’s
website.
The Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union’s fall meeting takes place on
October 21-23 at Schramm Park State Recreation Area.
Additional information at https://noubirds.org.
If you are interested in helping harvest prairie seeds in October
at Kay Kottas’s prairie near Western, please contact the
Wachiska office as we will be organizing additional collection
times. Kay has generously offered to make a donation for
volunteer help. Seeds collected help restore prairies in
Southeastern Nebraska.

Climate Change Update
by Marilyn McNabb
Twenty-five percent of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions come from
the electric power sector, according to the Environmental
Protection Agency; this compares to 27 percent for
transportation, 13 percent for commercial and residential, and 11
percent for agriculture. Cleaning up all sectors is important.
Good news: Renewable energy made up nearly one-fourth of
electricity generated in the U.S., 24.8 percent in this year’s
second quarter, according to the Energy Information
Administration. That includes wind, hydropower, solar, biomass,
and geothermal. (Dan Gearino, “Inside Clean Energy,” 9/8/22)
The Nebraska public has access to a lot of information about the
current realities and planning for our electric systems because
our electric companies are owned by the public, and public
power districts use some federally owned hydropower. That
hydropower requires the Lincoln Electric System (LES) to compile
an Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) every five years. Lincoln’s draft
plan can be found at https://www.les.com/les-integratedresource-plan. The basic 223-page plan is summarized in just
three pages— “Conclusions” on pages 47-49.
One of the most important factors shaping LES’s IRP is the
decarbonization goal the LES board set after months of
consultation and discussion. LES’s goal is ambitious: to achieve
net zero CO2 emissions by 2040. It supports the City’s Climate
Action Plan. LES offered three meetings and two workshops to
hear public comments on the draft IRP. As of early September,
Lincoln’s draft plan for the next five years includes:
1) Starting to prepare now for construction of a large LESowned solar project, much larger than the 5 MW facility at
75th and West Holdrege
2) Integrating battery storage and additional solar projects
in downtown Lincoln which houses emergency and other
government services, anticipating risks of an unpredictable
climate
3) Expanding Sustainable Energy Program to include
commercial kitchen equipment and a pilot project with
electric water heaters to reduce energy use
4) Examining time-of-use rate options
5) Improving energy efficiency with UNL and state agencies
There are no plans to change the one-third of LES’s generation
that comes from three plants that burn natural gas, a fossil fuel
(https://www.les.com/company/generation-resources). Gas
plants have the great advantage of being able to supply power
quickly. That choice reflects the tension between the urgent need
to reduce the use of fossil fuels and the need to support high
customer confidence that LES can maintain service. As one
energy scientist put it, “Nothing will stop the energy transition
faster than the lights going off.”
But the countervailing factor is the speed of climate change and
the limits to our knowledge of tipping points. As one climate
authority said, "It's now or never if we want to limit global

warming to 1.5C. Without immediate and deep emissions
reductions across all sectors, it will be impossible." (Guardian
4/4/22) The present scientific consensus holds that 1.5C is the
level above which many of the effects of climate breakdown will
become irreversible. Assessment of tipping points is ongoing
(https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abn7950 and this
PBS video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MBKZWKeKYqE).
In my opinion, the LES board and staff have produced a good
plan. I’m also hoping the smart folks at MIT will produce some
great new batteries. Soon! (https://news.mit.edu/2022/
aluminum-sulfur-battery-0824).

Last Chance this Year for
Second Saturday Seeds
by Beth Coufal, Conservation Committee
The final gathering of Second Saturday Seeds for this year will
begin at 9:00 a.m. on October 8 at Dieken Prairie, south of
Unadilla. We hope to collect purple and white prairie clover,
rudbeckia, and three species of Liatris.
Dress for rough walking and the weather. Bring gloves, clippers,
and a bucket for seed collecting. If it is raining, we will cancel.
Check Wachiska’s website for directions to this drier prairie
which is close to Lincoln. To carpool, call the Wachiska office a
few days ahead of time and leave your name and phone number.
Call Beth at 402-417-3928 with questions.

SCPAC’s October Programs
The Big Sit
Sunday, October 9 – 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Join us for food, fun, and birds as we see how many birds we can
observe from one location as part of a nationwide event to
promote birds and birding. Stay for a while or the whole day,
everyone is welcome. We’ll be at the south side of Holmes Lake
near the boat launch for accessibility.
Third Tuesday Bird Outing
Tuesday, October 18 – 8:00 - 10:00 a.m.
A knowledgeable bird guide will lead this outing along the prairie
trails. Meet fellow birders and learn the birds of the prairie. Free
admission.
HOOT ‘N’ HOWL FEST
Saturday, October 22 – 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Mark your calendars for our fun-filled, family-friendly fall festival.
Music, hikes, food, wagon rides, and more. Free admission, but
donations always welcome.
More information on these and other programs can be found on
our website, https://springcreek.audubon.org/events. Questions
to 402-797-2301; scp@audubon.org.
The Babbling Brook
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Join now! Become a Friend
of Wachiska Audubon Society!

Public Officials
President Joe Biden
1600 Pennsylvania Av NW, Washington DC 20500-0001
Comment line: 202-456-1111
Phone: 202-456-1414 Fax: 202-456-2461
E-mail at website: http://whitehouse.gov/contact
Senator Ben Sasse
1128 Lincoln Mall Ste 305, Lincoln NE 68508
Lincoln phone: 402-476-1400 Fax: 402-476-0605
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-4224 Fax: 202-224-5213
E-mail at website: http://sasse.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer
440 N 8th St Ste 120, Lincoln NE 68508
Lincoln phone: 402-441-4600 Fax: 402-476-8753
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-6551 Fax: 202-228-0012
E-mail at website: http://fischer.senate.gov
Congressman Mike Flood
301 S 13th St Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508 (1st District)
Lincoln phone: 402-438-1598
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4806 Fax: 202-225-5686
E-mail at website: http://flood.house.gov
Congressman Don Bacon (2nd District)
13906 Gold Cir Ste 101, Omaha NE 68144
Omaha phone: 888-221-7452
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4155 Fax: 202-226-5452
E-mail at website: https://bacon.house.gov
Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District)
416 Valley View Dr Ste 600, Scottsbluff NE 69361
Scottsbluff phone: 308-633-6333 Fax: 308-633-6335
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-6435 Fax: 202-225-0207
E-mail at website: http://adriansmith.house.gov
Capitol Hill Switchboard
888-436-8427 or 202-224-3121
Governor Pete Ricketts
Capitol Bldg, PO Box 94848, Lincoln NE 68509-4848
Phone: 402-471-2244 Fax: 402-471-6031
E-mail at website: http://governor.nebraska.gov

This local chapter membership provides you with voting
privileges and access to all our events, programs, and
committees, plus 100 percent of your membership donation
goes directly to the Wachiska chapter. In addition, Friend
members receive our monthly newsletter, The Babbling Brook,
in their choice of print or electronic form.
Friends of Wachiska (local membership)
Name
Address
City

County

State

Zip

Phone
Email
$25 Individual/Friend
$35 Family Friend
$50 Black-capped Chickadee Friend
$100 Northern Cardinal Friend
$250 Western Meadowlark Friend
$500 Bald Eagle Friend
$1,000 Peregrine Falcon Friend
Select the level of support that is right for you and make your
check payable to Wachiska Audubon Society. All funds will
remain with our local chapter and are tax deductible. Mail to:
Wachiska Audubon Society
Attention: Membership Committee
4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643

State Senator ________
District ___ State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 68509-4604

American Goldfinches

State Capitol Switchboard
402-471-2311

I prefer to receive my newsletter by email.

Lancaster County Commissioners
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 110, Lincoln NE 68508
Phone: 402-441-7447 Fax: 402-441-6301
E-mail: commish@lancaster.ne.gov

Please note: If you are already a member of National Audubon
Society (NAS) you automatically become a member of Wachiska,
but not a Wachiska Friend member. Only Wachiska Friends
receive the printed newsletter each month. If you wish to join
NAS or receive Audubon magazine, please contact the National
Audubon Society directly.

Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 301, Lincoln NE 68508-2828
Phone: 402-441-7511 Fax: 402-441-7120
E-mail: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov
Lincoln City Council
402-441-7515
E-mail: council@lincoln.ne.gov
Lincoln Journal Star
Letters to the editor, 21st and N St, Lincoln NE 68508
E-mail: oped@journalstar.com

The Babbling Brook (ISSN #1068-2104) is published monthly by Wachiska
Audubon Society. The known office of publication is 4547 Calvert St Ste 10,
Lincoln NE 68506-5643. Periodical postage paid at Lincoln, Nebraska.
Send address changes to The Babbling Brook
Wachiska Audubon Society, 4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643
The Babbling Brook is printed on recycled and recyclable paper.
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Climate Signs Available
Stop by the Wachiska office and pick up your Climate yard
sign. Join your friends and neighbors and show your
concern about our climate and our elected officials. Yard
signs that say, "VOTE with CLIMATE in Mind" are available
for $10 each. The signs are made out of material that will
hold up well to the elements and come with a metal holder
to push into the ground. We encourage you to put your
signs out now until the
November general election.
You can also keep the signs
in your yard year around.
These signs are durable and
could easily last three or
four years in your yard.

WACHISKA AUDUBON LEADERS - 2022

Wachiska Audubon Society
4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643
402-486-4846
office@WachiskaAudubon.org
www.WachiskaAudubon.org

If you missed a monthly program or want to view
one again, Wachiska Audubon’s monthly Zoom
programs are available on YouTube via the
homepage at www.WachiskaAudubon.org.

Executive Director ............................. Mark Brohman
Office Administrator .......................... Arlys Reitan
OFFICERS
President ........................................... *Theresa Pella
Vice President .................................... *Marilyn McNabb
Recording Secretary .......................... *Linda Plock
Treasurer ........................................... *Dylan Aufdenkamp
Past President .................................... *Stu Luttich
STANDING COMMITTEES/POSITIONS
Director at Large................................ *Ethan Freese
Director at Large................................ *Bruce Kennedy
Director at Large................................ *Kris Powers
Conservation ..................................... *Ross Scott
Education ........................................... *Tim Knott
Field Trips .......................................... ..vacant
*Lana Novak
Hospitality ......................................... ..Cheryl Moncure
Legislation .......................................... *vacant
Membership ...................................... *Linda R. Brown
Monthly Programs/General Meetings ..Arlys Reitan
Newsletter Editor .............................. ..Arlys Reitan
Population/Environment .................. ..Mary King
*vacant
Publicity/Public Relations ................. ..Arlys Reitan
Audubon Nebraska Representative …….*vacant
*Denotes voting Board member
For contact information of officers and committee chairs,
call the Wachiska office at 402-486-4846.
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Donate to Wachiska
When Shopping Online
Remember to shop for deals at smile.amazon.com or
with AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon app. Sign up for
AmazonSmile and select Wachiska Audubon Society as
your preferred charity at smile.amazon.com/ch/510229888. Amazon will donate 0.5 percent of the
purchase price of eligible purchases to the Wachiska
Audubon Society at no cost to you.

Wachiska Audubon Society’s financial records
are available for examination in the office.

A Gift to the Future
A bequest to Wachiska Audubon Society is a gift to future
generations, enabling our natural heritage to continue. For
wills, trusts, and gifts, our legal name is Wachiska Audubon
Society. Our Federal Tax ID number is 51-0229888.

