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Calendar 
May 
 
1  Education Committee, Wachiska office, 6:00 p.m. 
8  Conservation Committee, Wachiska office, 5:30 p.m. 
11  General Meeting, “Birds of Australia," by Tom Lynch,   
   Unitarian Church, 7:00 p.m. 
13-14 Birdathon Weekend (page 2) 
13  Field Trip to Platte River State Park, 8:00 a.m. (page 2) 
14  Field Trip to Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Center,  
   7:30 a.m.  (page 2) 
15  Newsletter deadline, Wachiska office, 5:00 p.m. 
16  Board Meeting, Wachiska office, 7:00 p.m. 
18  GIVE TO LINCOLN DAY (pages 2 and 8) 
25  Legislation Committee, DaVinci’s, 11th & G sts.,  
   6:00 p.m.  

General Meeting and Program —Thursday, May 11, 7:00 p.m., Unitarian Church, 6300 A Street, Lincoln 

Birdlife and Nature Protection in Australia’s Tanami Desert 
by Tom Lynch 

In 
 April 2012, Tom Lynch 
traveled with a group of 
artists, writers, and ecologists 

to a remote location in Western 
Australia, the Paruku Indigenous 
Protected Area. While there he 
participated in the Paruku Project, an 
interdisciplinary and intercultural art, 
science, and story effort involving the 
aboriginal community of Mulan. The goal 
of the project was to achieve greater 
understanding of how global forces are 
modifying the aboriginal community's 
connection to their country on the western edge of the Tanami 
Desert and to revive the area's cultural and natural 
communities. 
 
Paruku (Lake Gregory) is a more or less reliably permanent body 
of water in a vast desert region where little, if any, surface water 
can normally be found. Part of a complex system of fresh and 
brackish lakes, its salinity and depth vary from year to year, 
depending on variations of regional rainfall. Though not nearly 
as saline, it resembles North America's Great Salt Lake and, in 

fact, both are relicts of much larger Pleistocene lakes that 10,000 
years ago flowed through rivers to the sea but now are confined 
to their own catchment basins, due to declining water levels. 
  
Home to at least 73 species of waterbirds and 16 species of 
shorebirds that visit it during their migrations, Paruku is an 
internationally significant birding area. During extended dry 
periods, when no water is available throughout a vast region, it 
provides refuge and breeding grounds not just for birds but for 
many other animals such as the increasingly rare and declining 
bilby, mulgara, and nail-tailed wallaby, as well as a host of feral 
animals including camels and horses. 
  
In 2001, Paruku was declared an Indigenous Protected Area 
(IPA), a relatively new land management category in Australia, 
and one that does not exist in the United States. An IPA is a land 
protection and management system that combines indigenous 
knowledge and cultural values with scientifically informed 
conservation efforts, roughly akin to an indigenous national park 
that is jointly managed by the 
federal government and the 
local aboriginal community. 
 
Tom's presentation will 
discuss the landscape, 
ecology, birdlife, and artistic 
expressions of Paruku and the 
surrounding Tanami Desert,  
as well as the concept of an 
Indigenous Protected Area. 
 
Tom Lynch is an English professor at the University of Nebraska - 
Lincoln where he specializes in the study of nature writing and 
environmental literature.  
 
Join Wachiska Audubon on Thursday, May 11, at 7:00 p.m. for 
this free public presentation at the Unitarian Church, 6300 A 
Street, in Lincoln. Park in the church lot with overflow parking in 
the Pius High lot across the street. There is easy access to the 
church with no steps and plenty of space for mingling while 
enjoying refreshments and conversation following the program. 

Tom Lynch 

Paruku 
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Field Trips 
           by John Carlini, Field Trip Chair 

Birdathon's Spring Symphony 
 

Birders are treated to a brand new soundscape in springtime 
 as winter's silence is replaced by the birdsong of feathered 
performers warbling and chirping their hearts out. Wachiska's 
Birdathon Weekend coincides with a window of time when 
unpredictable songs can be heard occasionally due to migrants 
moving through our area in the midst of residents still returning. 
The goal for this fundraiser is to compile a list of the number of 
bird species seen because some donors base their pledge 
amount on the final species tally. Birders can help meet this fun 
challenge by contributing their lists of bird species observed in 
their yard on May 13 and 14 to office@wachiskaaudubon.org to 
maximize the final count. Two weekend field trips to unique 
habitats will offer additional opportunities to expand the list 
total while enjoying the sights and sounds of the natural world. 
The public is welcome. Recommended items to bring include 
water bottle, insect repellent, and binoculars if you have them. If 
you have questions call John at 402-475-7275. 
 
Platte River State Park, Saturday, May 13, 8:00 a.m. 
Despite its handy proximity to Lincoln, the hilly terrain of this 
unusual state park offers habitat that attracts bird species more 
typically found in eastern forests. The "Big 5" species we hope to 
observe at this location are 
Louisiana Waterthrush, Tufted 
Titmouse, Summer Tanager, 
Scarlet Tanager, and Kentucky 
Warbler. Turn south at exit 
#426 from I-80 and follow S13E 
past South Bend to the park 
entrance. We'll meet in the 
parking lot next to the 
restaurant and observation tower. A vehicle entry permit is 
required and a daily pass is available for $6/vehicle. 
 
Saline Wetlands Nature Center, Sunday, May 14, 7:30 a.m. 
The rare saline wetlands of Lancaster County can attract a host 
of interesting species ranging from migrating sparrows to 
breeding rails. This unit is conveniently located in the middle of 
Lincoln and provides habitat for both wetlands and prairie 
species. We'll have our ears and eyes peeled for Marsh Wrens, 

Sedge Wrens, Soras, and 
meadowlarks. From Sun 
Valley Blvd. turn west onto 
Westgate Blvd. and follow it 
to its union with West 
Industrial Lake Drive. Turn 
west/left and continue a 
short distance to the gravel 
parking lot located just past 
the railroad tracks. 

Birdathon Is Off to a Good Start 
by Tim Knott, Birdathon Campaign Organizer  

 

Wachiska’s 29th annual Birdathon began with the fundraising 
appeal letter which you should have received around April 11. 
Let us know if you didn’t receive yours. Because the Birdathon is 
our main fundraising event, we depend on all members and 
friends to contribute whatever they can. The Birdathon is largely 
responsible for funding most of our programs including the 
Education Committee’s programs for kids, our prairie protection 
program, and the important work of the Legislation and 
Population/Environment committees. The Birdathon pays for 
part of our office expenses, too. We also need to play a role in 
the growing effort to maintain our native pollinators, butterflies, 
and other insects. 

 
Keep that Birdathon envelope, and if you haven’t already done 
so, plan to make a significant contribution to Wachiska soon. 
You can mail your donation to our office or donate online on 
Give to Lincoln Day, May 18 (see information below).  
 

A third way to contribute is to designate a certain amount per 
bird species seen by our birders on Birdathon weekend, May 13 
and 14. We identify between 150 and 170 species and often see 
some rare and beautiful ones. Use the remittance envelope to 
make your pledge. You are invited to participate in these hikes 
and learn from our experienced birders. Read about the planned 
bird hikes in the left column. Note that there has been a change 
in hike locations and dates since last month’s announcement. 
 

Give to Lincoln Day Is May 18                                                             
As part of our Birdathon campaign, Wachiska Audubon is again 
participating in Give to Lincoln Day sponsored by the Lincoln 
Community Foundation (LCF). By donating online, you make 
Wachiska Audubon eligible to share in a matching fund. This 
year LCF has created a larger, $350,000 matching fund. The 
more donations Wachiska receives, the bigger our share of the 
matching fund. All contributions will be considered part of the 
Birdathon. To participate, go online starting May 1, find the Give 
to Lincoln Day website, and follow the standard instructions for 
donations. A new web host is charging a basic 2.9 percent 
processing fee this year, so nonprofits will be able to keep more 
of their donations. Donate anytime from midnight April 30 to 
midnight May 18.  
 

Or, bring or mail your check to the Wachiska office May 1 - 18 to 
receive credit as part of the Give to Lincoln Day event. At 3:00 on 
May 18, we will deliver all checks to the LCF office. Be sure the 
check is payable to Lincoln Community Foundation and write   
Wachiska Audubon on the memo line. You can also deliver your 
check yourself to the LCF office during this time period. 

Scarlet Tanager 

Sedge Wren 

Monarch Butterfly Bumble Bee 
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From the Board …  
by Sam Truax, Legislation Committee 

Folks in Wachiska and other environmentally conscious 
organizations know that the ecology we depend upon and enjoy 
is being stressed by habitat destruction, resource demands, and 
invasive species introduction in our global society. But there is 
some evidence that our society in general is aware and is taking 
day-to-day actions to counteract these trends. So despite all of 
the attention that climate change receives, our society seems to 
be astute enough to be working to combat invasive species as 
much as they are attending to other environmental challenges. 
 
An example of that trend is Ryan Chadwick’s New York City 
restaurant, Norman’s Cay, which serves Lionfish. Lionfish are 
interesting aquarium fish that have been released into the 
Atlantic Ocean by individuals caring enough for their pet fish to 
not want to properly handle their disposal. As a result, the 
species has multiplied to levels that are causing the decrease and 
displacement of native species. The venomous dorsal spines of 
the species must be cut off to allow the processing of the fish. 
But despite the difficulty of spearing and processing the fish, its 
popularity as a menu item has increased to the extent that 
Chadwick has developed a wholesale business to distribute the 
processed fish to other restaurants. In addition, the challenge of 
spearing the fish has developed a sport following. 
 
A similar example is famous chef Wolfgang Puck’s The Source 
restaurant in Washington, DC where the invasive Snakehead Fish 
is on the menu. The Snakehead is another aquarium fish 
released into the wild by individuals trying to be considerate. 
Snakeheads are voracious eaters capable of moving some 
distance over land to another body of water once they have 
depleted the fish supply in the water they were released in. The 
result is the endangerment of native species where the 
Snakeheads have been released. 
 
The circumstance of the release of such harmful fish is not 
foreign to Lincoln. In addition to the release of unused minnows 
by fishermen into waters where species control is important, the 
release of aquarium fish also occurs. My grandson caught an 
Oscar in Holmes Lake, for example. Grandpa did his part for the 
environment by eating the fish along with the other pan fish 
caught in the lake. But how many such aggressive invasives have 
been introduced into our lakes by aquarium owners? Everglades 
National Park is battling pythons released by pet owners and 
that are now a serious threat to the native species. I have not 
heard of a restaurant serving snake meat in the area, but I did 
recently see an article on a world record size snake being caught 
by a couple of sportsmen. 
 
The fact that invasive species are being chosen for consumption 
may indicate a favorable trend in society. The Salt Traders 
Coastal Kitchen in Round Rock, Texas, attributes their growing 
popularity to their partnering with the Coastal Conservation 
Association to serve only “sustainably sourced seafood.” It  

requires a conscientious society for environmentally conscious 
businesses to be successful. 
 
Such societal trends could benefit our ecology. An example is the 
Sea Urchin in California. Until the 1990s, there was concern that 
the urchin was harmful to the more commonly used sea 
resources. Some funding and other measures were approved in 
an attempt to control the species. It was then discovered by 
some innovative restaurateurs that urchins made a tasty dish. 
Now there is a flourishing diving industry to harvest enough to 
supply the restaurant demand. There is some concern that the 
harvest should be limited to assure the continued existence of 
the species. 
 
So what do all of these experiences have to do with Lincoln and 
Southeast Nebraska? We have plenty of invasive species, and we 
have a university that is innovative in food experimentation as 
those of us who have tried some of the products at UNL’s East 
Campus Dairy Store can attest. 
 
Possible examples of such innovation could be using the fleshy 
roots of phragmites as cassava root in South America or poi in 
Hawaii. In Asia, very small oyster and mussel species are used as 
street vender fare and in omelets with vegetables on top. 
Wouldn’t it be great to find a way to use zebra mussels in a 
similar manner or to have mussel boils like we do crawfish which 
takes a good deal of effort to eat? Joe Tess’s restaurant in 
Omaha developed a strong following serving common carp, a 
nontraditional dish. Now silver carp, white amur, and other 
introduced carp are expanding greatly to the expense of native 
species. We need more Joe Tesses. How about harvesting 
hydrilla for cattle feed? If paper pulp can be used in feedlot 
operations, then hydrilla could be a more natural alternative. 
Perhaps purple loosestrife, if processed appropriately, could 
taste better than oregano or sage as an herbal flavor. 
 
Hopefully, better resources than I can give such possibilities 
some “food for thought.”  
 
 

28th Annual Backyard Garden Tour  
on Father’s Day 

 
Don’t miss Wachiska’s annual Backyard Garden Tour to be held 
again on Father’s Day, June 18. This will be the 28th year our 
chapter has featured Lincoln area gardens. Many of them are 
planted for wildlife needs and human pleasure. Our committee 
works year-round to identify yards that create color, habitat, 
food, water, and shade for our wildlife friends. Plan to come 
share in this celebration. Gardens will be open from 11:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. on this Sunday afternoon. Watch next month’s 
newsletter for locations, directions, and more details. But mark 
your calendars now! 
 
Please let Anne Senkbeil know ASAP if you can help that day. Call 
or email Anne at 402-423-6524, asenkbe@lps.org. Thank you. 
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Keep Looking 
by Richard Peterson 

 
To the serious birder, the life list is at the core of their being. 
The subject invariably comes up during birding expeditions. 
New evidence has surfaced that may mean retracing your steps. 
 
Carl Linnaeus (b 1707 - d 1778) formalized how we classify living 
organisms and is considered the father of modern taxonomy. 
The end of the classification system is the species. Since Darwin, 
scientists have been debating (arguing?) about what constitutes 
a species. 
 
Conventional taxonomy relies on shared external and internal 
morphological traits—from the color of the feathers on the 
bird's head to the shape of the beak, length of the legs, etc.—all 
of an organism's observable characteristics and traits. This is the 
bird's phenotype which is the expression of the bird's genetic 
code or genotype. The genotype provides a look inside at what 
is going on at the molecular level. 
 
The contentious part has been separating different species 
based on their ability (or inability) to mate with like or closely 
related species. The principal difficulty one has to face during a 
count of the species of birds in the world is to decide, in the 
case of many borderline forms, whether to consider them 
species or subspecies. 
 
One recent study adds further fuel to the fire by concluding 
with a 95 percent confidence level that there are not over 9,000 
species of birds, but instead just over 18,000 bird species 
worldwide. A co-author of the study was Robert Zink, curator of 
zoology at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Taking a sample 
of 200 recognized specimens, along with data from other 
studies, the research team used morphological and molecular 
characteristics, then extrapolated to come to their conclusion. 
The authors argue if species are molecularly distinct, they are 
not interbreeding and should be classified as different species.  
 
To explain their study any further is beyond my expertise so, to 
delve further into their research, seek out the Barrowclough et 
al. reference below. Their findings have wide-ranging 
implications for biogeography, evolutionary biology, and for 
future conservation efforts. 
 

References: 
Barrowclough, George F., Joel Cracraft, John Klicka, and Robert 
 M. Zink. 2016. How Many Kinds of Birds Are There and Why 
 Does it Matter? PLOS ONE. November 23. 
Klucas, Gillian. 2016. New bird species estimates soar to 
 18,000. Nebraska Today. December 8. 
Mayr, Ernst. 1946. The Number of Species of Birds. Auk  
63:64-69. 
 
Acknowledgements:  
Anne Vidaver and Arlys Reitan brought this subject to my 
attention. 

 Visit Spring Creek Prairie in May 

by Jason St. Sauver, Community Education Director 
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center 

 

(Full details at springcreekprairie.audubon.org. Registration 
preferred at 402-797-2301 or scp@audubon.org. Space limited.) 
 
May is here, and Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center has lots of 
things happening to welcome in the spring season and the birds 
back from migration. 
 
LGBT: Let’s Go Birding Together – Saturday, May 13, 8:00 - 10:00 
a.m. As part of National Audubon’s Equity, Diversity, and  
Inclusion initiative, we are partnering with OUTLinc to provide 
guided bird tours for our diverse community in Lincoln. Join us 
for an informal and fun walk to learn bird identification. All 
friends and allies are welcome, and binoculars will be available. 
 
Third Tuesday Bird Walks – Tuesday, May 16, 8:00 - 10:00 a.m. 
Free admission. 
 
The Bs (Birds, Blooms, Bugs, Brews, and Brunch) – Saturday and 
Sunday, May 20 and 21. This new event will celebrate spring and 
Nebraska Bird Month! The weekend will be filled with programs, 
presentations, walks, and talks for all ages, including special 
evening programs for adults sponsored by Blue Blood Brewery 
with brews to taste. This event is in partnership with Nebraska 
Statewide Arboretum and is sponsored by KZUM FM and Blue 
Blood Brewery. Plan now to join the fun. All programs are free; 
donations are welcome. (Full schedule/details on our website.) 
 

Saturday, May 20 
Birding by Ear Workshop – 8:00 a.m. 
Kids’ Birding! – 10:30 a.m. 
Plants 4 Birds: Grasses and Grassland Birds Walk and Picnic – 

12:00 noon 
Wildcrafting and Wildflowers – 2:00 p.m. 
Plants and Pollinators – 4:00 p.m. 
OWL You’ve Ever Wanted to Know – 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, May 21 
Bioblitz and Brunch! – 10:00 a.m. 
Feathered Friends and Families – 1:00 p.m. 
Woodlands and Wetlands Walk – 2:30 p.m. 
Birds, Bark, and Brews! – 4:30 p.m. Van Dorn Park, 9th and South 
 
 
 

Birdseed Available NOW 
 
Call or email Arlys in the Wachiska office if you can use any of  
the following birdseed (sales tax included below): 
 
1 20-lb. bag of Bushy Tail Treat     $31/bag 
3 25-lb. bags of Black Oil Sunflower Seed  $15/bag 

mailto:scp@audubon.org
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Elizabeth Nelson Recognized with  
2017 President’s Award  

 
Since 1992, Wachiska has given this award for “exemplary 
achievement in volunteer work to our chapter.” Sometimes the 
award has been for overall work in many areas; at other times 
it’s been for a specific project or activity over time. This year’s 
recipient, Elizabeth Nelson, has been working on behalf of 
Wachiska for many years with a break in active leadership for 
about 20 years to raise her family. 
 
We met Elizabeth w-a-y back in the early 1990s and she became 
active right away, serving on the Education Committee, chair of 
the Conservation Committee, and Recording Secretary. Elizabeth 
is a creative person whom we put to work designing logos, 
stationery, Birdathon letters, and mailing pieces. When she 
became an empty nester, she called the office inquiring as to 
whether we were having a birdseed sale because she was out of 
seed. So—she agreed to chair the birdseed sale and has served 
in various positions ever since. 
 
During 2014-15, Elizabeth was 
chapter president. Her goal at 
this time was to review our 
financial records to get them in 
order. This culminated in a 
successful outside financial 
audit. When she stepped down 
after her term ended, she had 
already decided her goal was to 
get the chapter moving on donor 
development. It had become 
obvious to Elizabeth while she 
was president that we needed 
a long-term vision and approach to constructive management of 
our prairies for the future. Because she had led the group 
several times in strategic planning, we had a start charted for 
this plan. With Elizabeth at the helm of the Donor Development 
Committee, the chapter is now well on its way to accomplishing 
vital goals. 
 
Even last fall when someone decided to combine a garage sale 
with our fall birdseed sale, Elizabeth ended up co-chairing the 
garage sale and worked harder and longer than anyone to reach 
our goal of raising $1,000. Her sale items alone could have been 
our entire event! There are other reasons that entered into this 
decision, but it seemed clear that Elizabeth Nelson should be our 
2017 President’s Award recipient. 
 
 
 

It was Marian Langan who could envision a collaboratively-
funded state lobbyist for environmental concerns, and she then 
set out to organize a successful troupe that has seen significant 
environmental successes in our state. 
 
Marian is truly one of the most respected members of the 
conservation community and well deserving of this recognition.  

Earthkeeper Award Honors Marian Langan  
 
In 1985, Wachiska Audubon realized a need to recognize 
individuals and organizations exhibiting “tireless efforts toward  
significant environmental issues over an extended period of 
time.” The recipient of this year’s Earthkeeper Award has 
attained tremendous accomplishments to qualify to the fullest 
extent of this requirement. 

 
Some of us met Marian Langan 
when she was working at Morrill 
Hall on the UNL campus and was 
assigned to our group to escort us 
on a tour one winter Saturday 
morning many, many years ago. 
She walked fast, talked fast, and 
got more information out to us in 
that tour than anyone else could 
have managed. 
 
Now spring forward to the early 
days of the establishment of Spring 

Creek Prairie Audubon Center. Marian’s first job with National 
Audubon was as director of education at Audubon Nebraska. 
This was back in the old farm house where kids coming for field 
trips often stood in the garage if it started to rain! Marian was a 
founder of NACEE, the Nebraska Association of Conservation 
Environment Education, gathering information on how to form 
such an organization, writing proposals and presentations and 
then presenting them to countless numbers of educators, 
besides writing grants, bylaws, and everything else required of 
such an endeavor. In addition, Marian built the foundations for 
education programs for Audubon in Nebraska. The hands-on 
experiential programs are a result of her vision and leadership.   
 
Later, as director of Spring Creek Prairie, she built that program 
and community outreach to make the Prairie a place that all of 
Lincoln and greater Nebraska knows today.  
 
A crowning point in her career was leading the effort to get the 
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center built. In addition to 
fundraising, she led the development of the building 
construction to make the Center function as well as it does 
today. Marian continued to lead efforts with partner 
organizations to protect tallgrass prairie lands surrounding 
Spring Creek Prairie, creating a large block of protected prairie 
so close to Lincoln. She negotiated with the City of Lincoln and 
private landowners to create what has become known as the 
Haines Branch Corridor. 
 
When not actually standing in the center of Spring Creek Prairie 
itself, Marian has been a key part of the Governance and Finance 
committees for the Platte River Recovery Program. She has 
lobbied and spoken at numerous hearings to stop the Keystone 
XL pipeline. Under Marian’s tutelage, partnerships have been 
built across the state from conservation organizations to NRDs 
to the Sandhills Task Force with ranchers, farmers, and private 
landowners.         Continued at right———> 

Marian Langan, Gary Fehr 
and Bill Taddicken 

Elizabeth Nelson and Gary Fehr 
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Climate Change Update 
by Marilyn McNabb 

 
 
 
 

The Clock Is Ticking 
 
Matt Anderson, our speaker at Wachiska’s annual awards 
banquet in April who heads National Audubon’s work on climate 
change, gave us a lot to think about. “The clock is ticking,” he 
said more than once, “and Audubon is well positioned for an 
important role in creating the change that needs to happen.“ As 
Matt said, Audubon can provide leadership to the middle.    
  
Audubon’s own self study shows our membership is 52 percent 
progressive and 48 percent conservative which reflects the same 
balance as the entire country. In addition, we learned from the 
seven-year peer-reviewed scientific study Audubon performed 
that over 300 bird species are at threat of extinction by 2080 if 
we don’t change our habits of dumping climate-changing 
pollution into the atmosphere. Matt gave us the comparison 
over time: in the last 400 years we have lost only nine (9) 
species. 
  
The National Audubon website under “Conservation” has a 
“Climate” section with reports on what Audubon members and 
chapters are doing on this topic. One of my personal favorites is 
“Native Plants:  How to Make Your Yard Bird-Friendly.” http://
www.audubon.org/news/how-make-your-yard-bird-friendly-0. It 
has a native plant database by zip code. For each plant, you can 
see which birds use it. Good advice is offered about things like 
leaving seeds over the winter for bird snacks and letting fallen 
leaves serve as mulch and insect homes. What does that have to 
do with climate change?  Here are Audubon’s answers:       
 
Here are some possible impacts of your native plant garden: 
96: Percentage of land birds that rely on insects to feed chicks. 
1,200: Number of crops that depend on pollinators to grow. 
40 million: Acres of lawn in the U.S. currently. 
80 million: Pounds of pesticides applied to lawns in the U.S. 
annually. Native plants, on the other hand, support a balance of 
predator and prey and thrive without pesticides. 
800 million: Gallons of gas used annually by lawn mowers. This 
produces significant amounts of carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases driving climate change. 
  
Another page, http://www.audubon.org/news/what-one-
success-story-reveals-about-talking-politicians-birds-and-
climate, tells how an Auduboner developed a relationship with 
her state Assembly member starting with attending a Town Hall 
meeting in 2015. When she spoke up about her concern for 
climate change, the reaction from the room was mostly eye-
rolling . . . It was as if she had brought up UFOs. But the 
Assembly member took her statement seriously, and they 
started a correspondence and had future meetings. Then the 
Assembly member voted for a bill to cut carbon emissions. 
Recently, she came and spoke to the local Audubon chapter 
meeting. She also sponsored an outdoor Town Hall at a wild 

area. She was accompanied by chapter members who helped 
her identify birds and plants.   
  
There may be hope if we can identify, cultivate, and support 
independent thinkers like this person. Lincoln’s Congressman 
Jeff Fortenberry has also demonstrated independent thinking as 
well as appreciation and concern for the natural world. He 
recently accepted the position of co-chair of the bipartisan 
International Conservation Caucus which includes 1/3 of the 
members of the U.S. House of Representatives.  
  
Do we have to know details of THE solution to climate change 
before we write or visit our congressman? Matt would say “no.” 
It’s our job to tell our elected officials that we are very troubled 
by our future direction and think it is their job to work out 
national level solutions—probably more than one—and then put 
them into effect. 

Awards Banquet: A Wachiska Highlight 
by Arlys Reitan 

 

You’d think after doing something for over 20 years, one could 
do it again with eyes closed almost—not the case with this 
awards potluck banquet. Experiencing glitches too numerous to 
detail (and wanting to forget them all) this event will be among 
the most memorable in my Wachiska history. But, alas, 
everything turned out wonderfully! 
 

With over 80 in attendance, we had a smorgasbord of 
homemade food. People came from Wyoming, Minnesota, 
South Dakota, and other places to hear one of the finest 
presentations the chapter has ever witnessed. Matt Anderson, 
vice president of climate for National Audubon, engaged the 
crowd for an hour with his examples, stories, and slide talk 
before an enthusiastic Q&A. 
 

Throughout the evening a silent auction was carried out for 
which the chapter reaped $480.  
 

Marian Langan received Wachiska’s highest recognition with the 
Earthkeeper Award. In addition, the President’s Award was given 
to Elizabeth Nelson (see presentations and photos on page 5). 
 

A record 11 past chapter presidents were in attendance along 
with far-away guests who were active Wachiskans at one time. 
 

Five current leaders were recognized as having completed one 
year on Wachiska’s Board or for a specific duty. They are: 
 

Richard Peterson—Director at Large 
Stu Luttich—Chair of Conservation Committee (and now VP) 
Rachel Simpson—Recording Secretary 
Roxanne Smith—Director at Large 
Sue Kohles—Chair of Education Committee 
 

These five will receive their brass nametags at a later date (one 
of the glitches of the evening was that the nametags were not 
ready at the engraver). 

http://www.audubon.org/news/how-make-your-yard-bird-friendly-0
http://www.audubon.org/news/how-make-your-yard-bird-friendly-0
http://www.audubon.org/news/what-one-success-story-reveals-about-talking-politicians-birds-and-climate
http://www.audubon.org/news/what-one-success-story-reveals-about-talking-politicians-birds-and-climate
http://www.audubon.org/news/what-one-success-story-reveals-about-talking-politicians-birds-and-climate
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Join Now! Become a Friend  
of Wachiska Audubon Society! 

 
This local chapter membership provides you with voting 
privileges and access to all our events, programs, and 
committees, plus 100 percent of your membership donation 
goes directly to the Wachiska chapter. In addition, Friend 
members receive our monthly newsletter, The Babbling Brook, 
in their choice of print or electronic form. 

Friends of Wachiska (local membership) 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
City                               County                        State        Zip 
 
Phone 
  
E-mail 
 
          $25 Individual/Friend  
          $35 Family Friend 
          $50 Black-capped Chickadee Friend 
          $100 Northern Cardinal Friend 
          $250 Western Meadowlark Friend 
          $500 Bald Eagle Friend 
          $1000 Peregrine Falcon Friend 
 
Select the level of support that is right for you and make your 
check payable to Wachiska Audubon Society. All funds  
remain with our local chapter and are tax deductible. Mail to: 
  
 Wachiska Audubon Society 
 Attention: Membership Committee 
 4547 Calvert St Ste 10 
 Lincoln NE  68506-5643 
 

         I prefer to receive my newsletter by email. 
 
Please note: If you are already a member of National Audubon 
Society (NAS) you automatically become a member of Wachiska, 
but not a Wachiska Friend member. Only Wachiska Friends 
receive the printed monthly newsletter each month. If you wish 
to join NAS or receive Audubon magazine, please contact 
National Audubon Society directly. 
 

 

American Goldfinch family 

 

Public Officials 
 

President Donald Trump 
1600 Pennsylvania Av NW, Washington DC 20500-0001 

Comment line: 202-456-1111 
Phone: 202-456-1414  Fax: 202-456-2461 

E-mail at website: http://whitehouse.gov/contact 
 

Senator Ben Sasse 
1128 Lincoln Mall Ste 305, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-476-1400  Fax: 402-476-0605 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-4224  Fax: 202-224-5213 

E-mail at website: http://sasse.senate.gov 
 

Senator Deb Fischer 
440 N 8th St Ste 120, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-441-4600  Fax: 402-476-8753 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-6551  Fax: 202-228-0012 

E-mail at website: http://fischer.senate.gov 
 

 Congressman Jeff Fortenberry (1st District) 
301 S 13th St Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508-2537 

Lincoln phone: 402-438-1598 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4806  Fax: 202-225-5686 

E-mail at website: http://fortenberry.house.gov 
 

Congressman Don Bacon (2nd District) 
13906 Gold Cir Ste 101, Omaha NE 68144 

Omaha phone: 888-221-7452 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4155  Fax: 202-226-5452 

E-mail at website: https://bacon.house.gov 
 

Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District) 
416 Valley View Dr Ste 600, Scottsbluff NE  69361 

Scottsbluff phone: 308-632-3333  Fax: 308-635-3049 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-6435  Fax: 202-225-0207 

E-mail at website: http://adriansmith.house.gov 
 

Capitol Hill Switchboard 
888-436-8427 or 202-224-3121 

 
Governor Pete Ricketts 

Capitol Bldg, PO Box 94848, Lincoln NE 68509-4848 
Phone: 402-471-2244  Fax: 402-471-6031 

E-mail  at website: http://governor.nebraska.gov 
 

State Senator ________ 
District ___ State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE  68509-4604 

 
State Capitol Switchboard  

402-471-2311 
 

Lancaster County Commissioners 
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 110, Lincoln NE 68508 

Phone: 402-441-7447  Fax: 402-441-6301 
E-mail: commish@lancaster.ne.gov 

 
Mayor Chris Beutler 

County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 208, Lincoln NE 68508-2828 
Phone: 402-441-7511  Fax: 402-441-7120 

E-mail: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln City Council 
402-441-7515 

E-mail: council@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln Journal Star 
Letters to the editor, 926 P St, Lincoln NE 68508 

E-mail: oped@journalstar.com 
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Wachiska Audubon Society 
4547 Calvert St  Ste 10 
Lincoln NE  68506-5643 
402-486-4846 
Office@WachiskaAudubon.org 
www.WachiskaAudubon.org 

 

The Babbling Brook (ISSN #1068-2104) is published monthly by Wachiska Audubon Society. 
The known office of publication is 4547 Calvert St Ste 10, Lincoln NE  68506-5643. 
Periodical postage paid at Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 

Send address changes to The Babbling Brook 
Wachiska Audubon Society, 4547 Calvert St Ste 10 

Lincoln NE  68506-5643 

The Babbling Brook is printed on recycled and recyclable paper. 

A Gift to the Future 
 
A bequest to Wachiska Audubon Society 
is a gift to future generations enabling 
our natural heritage to continue. For 
wills, trusts, and gifts, our legal name is 
Wachiska Audubon Society. Our Federal 
Tax ID number is 51-0229888. 

 

Wachiska Audubon Society’s 
financial records are available 
for examination in the office. 

NEBirds Website 
 

Check out the email discussion  at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
NEBirds to learn of the latest 
sightings and interesting tales of 
Nebraska’s most avid birders and 
those interested in Nebraska birds 
and their ecology. Posts change 
daily—and even more often when 
excitement arises. Offerings of 
recent sightings, questions, and 
new photos are all welcome. 

Remember that you can support Wachiska’s 
annual Birdathon in different ways. One of 
these is through Give to Lincoln Day May 18. 
Sponsored by the Lincoln Community 
Foundation, this online giving is an easy, 
fast, and fun way to support Wachiska. 
 
See page 2 for details. Contact the Wachiska 
office or the Lincoln Community Foundation 
if you have questions. 

 

WACHISKA AUDUBON LEADERS - 2017 
 

OFFICERS 
 President……………………………………………………………..*Gary Fehr………………………………402-570-4382 
 Vice President……………………………………………………...*Stu Luttich (Geneva)……………..402-759-3597 
 Recording Secretary ................................................ *Rachel Simpson…………………….402-742-7991  
 Treasurer ................................................................. *Bill Gustafson………...…………….402-488-1585 
Immediate Past President…………………………………….*Jessi Umberger (Otoe)………….402-580-3057 

 
STANDING COMMITTEES/POSITIONS 
Director at Large ....................................................... *Lana Novak ............................ 402-475-8693 
Director at Large ....................................................... *Richard Peterson ................... 402-489-2996 
Director at Large ....................................................... *Roxanne Smith ...................... 402-477-1319 
Conservation ............................................................. *Stu Luttich (Geneva) .............. 402-759-3597 
Education .................................................................. Sue Kohles (Palmyra) ............... 402-780-5558 

                                     *Tim Knott ............................... 402-483-5656 
Field Trips .................................................................. John Carlini .............................. 402-475-7275 
 *Ken Reitan ............................. 402-423-3540 
Hospitality ................................................................. Cheryl Moncure ....................... 402-488-0036 
Legislation ................................................................. Bruce Kennedy (Malcolm) ....... 402-796-2114 
 *Sam Truax .............................. 402-325-9012 
Membership ............................................................. *Jami Nelson ........................... 402-488-1598 
Monthly Programs/General Meetings ..................... Arlys Reitan .......... WAS office 402-486-4846 
Newsletter Editor ...................................................... Arlys Reitan .......... WAS office 402-486-4846 
Population/Environment .......................................... *Colleen Babcock .................... 308-850-0445 
Publicity/Public Relations ......................................... Jeanne Kern ............................. 402-423-0428 

*Denotes Board member 
 
OTHER ASSOCIATES 
Bird Questions .......................................................... Kevin Poague ........................... 402-797-2301 
Facebook Coordinator .............................................. Benjamin Vogt ......................... 402-499-5851 
Raptor Recovery ....................................................... Betsy Finch (Elmwood) ............ 402-994-2009 
Interim Executive Director Audubon Nebraska ....... Bill Taddicken .......................... 308-468-5282 
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center Director ........ Glynnis Collins ......................... 402-797-2301 
Webmaster ............................................................... Dan Staehr ............................... 402-440-5869 


