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Wachiska Program — Thursday, August 12, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom web conference (registration required)  
Link to register: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcoc-uqrDgqH9dEFsV8nNeQjnc4jOkJI0LY 

 

Calendar 
August 
  

2      Education Committee via Zoom, 6:00 p.m. 
9      Conservation Committee via Zoom, 6:30 p.m. 
12 General Meeting via Zoom, “Wetlands of Nebraska – Their 

Diversity Will Surprise You!”, by Ted LaGrange,  
  7:00 p.m. (NOTE required registration) 
14 Second Saturday Seeds, Dieken Prairie near Unadilla,  
  9:00 a.m. (page 8) 
15    Newsletter submission deadline, 5:00 p.m. 
17    Board Meeting via Zoom, 7:00 p.m. 
21-22 “Tour the Wild Side - Using Native Plants in Your 

Landscape” (pages 2-5) 
26 Legislation Committee via Zoom, 7:00 p.m. 

C 
ome and learn about 
Nebraska’s diverse and 
valuable wetlands and 

what is being done to conserve 
them. Information about wetlands 
throughout Nebraska will be 
shared, with some special focus 
given to the unique saline 
wetlands located in and around 
Lincoln. This presentation will 
cover what a wetland is, why they 
are important, the variety of wetland types found across 
Nebraska, how they have been altered, and what conservation 
actions are being taken to improve wetlands in our state, 
including options for landowners. A sneak-peek of some new 
and innovative wetland outreach materials in a collaboration 
with Platte Basin Timelapse will be included. 
 
Ted LaGrange has worked as the wetland program manager for 
the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission for 27 years. In this 
capacity, he works on a variety of wetland issues throughout 

"Wetlands of Nebraska—Their Diversity Will Surprise You!" 
by Ted LaGrange, Wetland Program Manager, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission  

Nebraska, including partnerships, private land restoration 
programs, public lands management, research, regulations, and 
outreach. Prior to moving to Nebraska, Ted worked for eight 
years as a waterfowl research technician for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. Ted received B.S. and M.S. 
degrees in wildlife biology from Iowa State University. His 
professional interests are in prairie wetlands and waterfowl/
water bird ecology.  
 
Join Wachiska Audubon for the next Zoom presentation on 
Thursday, August 12, at 7:00 p.m. to learn more about 
Nebraska’s wetlands. This free public program will be available 
to all who register at https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcoc-
uqrDgqH9dEFsV8nNeQjnc4jOkJI0LY. 
 
Copy and paste this link into your browser or go to Wachiska’s 
website after August 1 and click on the link directly from the 
notice to register. You will then receive a confirmation with the 
meeting number and password. Keep that email and a few 
minutes before the program is to begin, click on that 
confirmation and you’ll be invited into the meeting. Urge your 
friends and colleagues to join us, too.   
 

Ted LaGrange 
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Nominating Committee Formed in July 
 

It’s time to begin the search for 2022 elected Board positions 
which include President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary, 
and Treasurer for one-year terms starting January 1, 2022. 
Nominating committee members are Stu Luttich, Marilyn 
McNabb, Ingrid Kirst, Anne Vidaver, and Theresa Pella. The 
annual election will take place during the November general 
meeting. During the January meeting the Board will vote to 
fill three director-at-large positions. All candidates need to be 
current Wachiska members. Nominations for all positions 
should be sent to Theresa Pella at pella_t@yahoo.com. The 
remaining Board consists of seven committee chairs or their 
representatives plus the Audubon Nebraska representative. 
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It’s time to visit some amazing places! There are seven sites on the Tour Saturday, August 21, and six sites on Sunday, August 22. Tour 
times are 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. both days. There is no set order to check out the landscapes, other than your own curiosity! The sites 
for Saturday are listed in order of smallest landscape, landscapes in progress, and mature landscapes. If you’re coming on Sunday, you 
can see “first year” projects at both Walt Branch Library and Van Dorn Park, a blend of vegetable and native plantings at Beattie and 
Elliott Schools, and a commercial building landscape. Join a “behind the scenes” tour at Midwest Natives on Sunday at 10:00 a.m. and  
1:00 p.m.    
 
Raptor Conservation Alliance will be bringing raptors to the Fletcher’s at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday and to 
Walt Branch Library on Sunday at 12:30 p.m. At the 12 home landscapes, you’ll also be able to sign up 
for free drawings and take home a packet of native plant seeds. 
 
The Tour will occur rain or shine (bring your own umbrella). There is no charge. If you’d like to make a 
donation to Wachiska, you can do so online from the website homepage (upper right). Check “other” in 
the option box, then enter “Wild Side Tour” in the comment box.  Checks may be sent to the office. 
Donations will be accepted at some locations. 
 

Saturday Tour Stops 
 
Jason St. Sauver – 2911 South 14th Street 
My yard is a great demonstration of early-stage native plantings focusing on two main ideas: more 
diversity of plant life in general and creating “refugia” or islands of habitat for native plants to be planted 
in the future and flourish as they grow. I like to show what just about anyone can do and still provide better habitat and attract birds, 
butterflies, and more. In the small front yard, native plants are used in strips along the house and fence, keeping a more manicured 
look that needs little to no water throughout the year. In the back, mowed areas and paths wind through unmown areas and native 
plantings that provide habitat for all varieties of wildlife. Some of my favorite plants that have done well in this little “wild” yard are 
compass plant, Indian plantain, Joe-Pye weed, and several species of sedges in place of turf grass.  
 
Cheryl Moncure – 4520 Gertie Avenue 
When I bought my current home in 1988, there were lots of spaces to fill. I was fortunate to be working in the UNL Horticulture 
Department. Then 20+ years ago I was inspired by Kim Todd’s encouraging gardeners to plant native plants. Jim Locklear directed me 
to Nebraska FloraSearch which gave me a source of color photos and characteristics of Nebraska native plants. Richard Sutton told me 
about Bluebird Nurseries, a great source of native perennials. So, I started my annual spring trek up to Clarkson, Nebraska to 
Gardenland, their retail store, and began trying out native plants. Walt Bagley in the Forestry Department gave me a sumac shrub in a 
bucket. I hired four horticulture graduate students to install perennial beds and raised vegetable beds in my backyard. Now I get most 
of my plants at the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum (NSA). Some, such as Golden Alexanders, I haven’t had to purchase or plant 

because they migrated from an unknown location and made my yard their home! Three years ago, I 
planted natives in the areas between the sidewalk and the street. Bob Henrickson of the NSA 
recommended plants that would do well in those areas. I am enjoying watching my plants succeed, 
sometimes fail, and many times move to other beds. My philosophy is to let the plants grow where 
they choose. If they pop up in the lawn, then they get mowed. As a result, my older beds have become 
a mixture of natives, attracting pollinators and providing an island of what used to be. 
 
Patty Spitzer & Sam Welsch – 4501 East Eden Drive 
At the Garden on Eden you will find a variety of native plants just starting to make themselves at home 
to those who have been here three years and counting. A vegetable garden and berry patches have 
been added and ornamentals from the previous occupant remain. Birds and insects abound in this 
pesticide-free landscape. The backyard transition to natives/edibles started in 2018. New plants have 

Saturday and Sunday, August 21 and 22 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Compass Plant 

 

Indian Plantain 
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been added each year, sites expanded, and new sites created. The center native plant circle has a large variety of flowers, grasses, and 
sedges. The far backyard is home to several native trees and shrubs amidst the flowers. The front yard is in the prep stage for planting 
a large number of natives this fall and next spring. Besides the expanse of mulch currently dominating, a number of native plants have 
been introduced over the past three years. 
 
Peter Stegen – 2621 Austin Drive 
Our home was originally a Montessori School. Directly in front is our “future prairie” that was 
planted/seeded in the fall of 2019. The south property line is dedicated to vegetables with several 
raised garden beds. Behind the house is a young food forest irrigated by a buried grey water drip 
line. Northeast of the house is a chicken coop and northwest of the house is a wetland.  
 
Benjamin & Jaclyn Vogt – 3755 West Plum Street 
Let’s rethink pretty in a time of climate change and mass extinction. This 1/4-acre suburban lot has 
minimal lawn with three prairie-inspired areas ranging in age from 6 to 14 years old where native 
plants compose over 90 percent of the biomass. Flowers from roughly 70 herbaceous perennial 
species are in bloom from April to October, while each area features superb winter interest. From 
the highly designed front beds showing species adapted for small spaces and high visibility, to the 
backyard meadow planted directly into fescue lawn and accented with modern sculptures, you’ll enjoy hidden spots, surprising turns, 
and an abundance of seasonal habitat where all species mingle. No soil was amended, no fertilizer has been used, and no portion is 
irrigated except the front lawn paths. Enjoy the garden from the covered deck or any number of benches and chairs scattered about 
the meandering paths. 
 

Peg & Larry Fletcher’s Prairie (25 acres) – directions below 
Wachiska is a partner in this mature recreated prairie located near Walton. The prairie was seeded 
with a highly diverse mix of prairie plants from species throughout Southeastern Nebraska over a 20-
year period. It has a variety of wildflowers blooming throughout the year. Highlights include 
spiderwort, white false indigo, rattlesnake master, butterfly milkweed, rough gayfeather, and compass 
plant. There are several species of birds year-round and the prairie abounds with insects. Raptor 
Conservation Alliance will be at the prairie from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on Saturday. Go east on A 
Street and turn right (south) onto 105th Street. This is a dead-end street; the Fletcher's house is just 
past the hiker/biker trail. You can also park at the trailhead on 98th and A streets and walk (about 1/2 
mile).  
 
Sandy Grossbart & Priscilla Henkelmann – 3810 Stockwell Street 

Our garden is an acre and 2/3 with a creek, stone paths, and connecting bridges running through it. It 
includes a variety of ground covers, flowers, bushes, and trees we chose as well as 
volunteers. The garden’s plants and wildlife change across seasons and over the years. The 
garden has been home to many types of birds, squirrels, small animals, rabbits, raccoons, 
badgers, a coyote, wild turkeys, foxes, bees, butterflies, and other varied insects. 
 

Sunday Tour Stops 
 
Wachiska/Walt Branch Library Native Plant Garden – 6701 South 14th Street 
The bird feeder at Walt Library sat in the middle of a large grassy field with not a sheltering 
plant for the birds to hide in should a predator arrive. Needless to say, the feeder was being 
ignored! The Population and Environment Committee of the Wachiska Audubon Society 
decided to do something about that. We secured funding from the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust through the Nebraska Academy of Sciences and created a 900-square-foot native plant 
garden complete with two new bird feeders (courtesy of the Wild Bird Habitat Store) and two 
benches (courtesy of Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center) for your viewing pleasure. Over 
250 native plants, grasses, and shrubs were planted in late April this year thanks to the efforts of 
numerous volunteers. Wachiska Audubon Society, Lincoln City Libraries, Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center, Wild Bird Habitat Store, 

Golden Alexanders 

Spiderwort 

Rattlesnake Master 
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and Prairie Legacy LLC partnered to provide the space, plants, volunteers, and ongoing support. We 
welcome you to come explore the new Wachiska – Walt Native Plant Garden. Raptor Conservation 
Alliance will be at the Library from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. on Sunday. 
 
Van Dorn Park – 930 High Street (south side of 9th and Van Dorn streets) 
In summer 2020, the idea was hatched by a couple of Van Dorn Park regulars to enhance the newly 
created two-mile mountain bike course on the west side of the park. The hope was to elevate the 
experience of being in the park and on the trails by increasing the biodiversity, thereby supporting 
pollinator insects and bird species. There were a few species of beneficial plants—namely 
milkweed, goldenrod, and asters—but was overrun by brome grass and volunteer trees. We set out 
to work in a couple sections that were divided by trail. Over this last year we have seeded and 
planted around 75 species of native plant species from local ecotype seed, reworking nearly an acre 

of the park! It is a work in progress, but we already have some good things happening in less than a 
year! We were awarded a Greener Towns matching grant from the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum and Nebraska Environmental Trust 
to support this work. We also received help and consultation from Parks and Rec Greenways, Kay Kottas from Prairie Legacy LLC, and 
Jason 'The Bird Nerd' St. Sauver from Audubon Spring Creek Prairie. We definitely have plans to continue to other areas in the trails 
and need your help!  
 
Elliott School – 225 South 25th Street 
The Elliott Pollinator and Community Gardens were started in 2015 - 2016 by the 
afterschool CLC coordinator who thought something better than tall weeds should be in 
the area. She enlisted the help of the Lincoln Center Kiwanis Club and the ScoutReach 
Pack 404 that met during the afterschool time. The area now has a north and a south 
garden. The four raised beds in the south garden were built by Kiwanis Club members. 
Better soil was brought in, and the Kiwanis Club added two water barrels. Pavers and 
benches were added as Eagle Scout projects early on. Pollinator plants were added 
through various grants and with help from Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center. It is 
easier to maintain the pollinator areas than the produce areas. Weeding is still needed 
by some dedicated people who have at least some knowledge of which plants to 
remove and which to encourage. Watering is not needed with natives. COVID-19 added 
its own challenges, and more sunflowers grew last year. We’ve limited them this year.  
 
Beattie Garden – 1901 Calvert Street 
Prior to 2000, a parent committee maintained a small garden in the courtyard of Beattie Elementary School. The idea of enlarging the 
gardens at Beattie began in 2000. Mike Hillis was volunteering in his son's kindergarten classroom and discovered that one of the 
children thought tomatoes came from a Styrofoam package in a supermarket. That moment was the spark to develop more gardens at 
Beattie. The head landscape designer for City Parks and Recreation, Mark Canney, and the owner of Finke Gardens, Luann Finke, 
designed the initial gardens. The Nebraska Statewide Arboretum was the major donor, contributing substantially with materials, 
design, and labor over the last 21 years. After the initial design, the Statewide Arboretum took over the responsibility for later 
landscape designs. When the school was closed for renovation in 2006, much damage occurred to the developed gardens. Lorinda 
Rice, the art teacher, began renovations with the help of a former Beattie parent, Karen Creswell, to restart the garden in 2007. Over 
time, the garden has prospered with many specialty gardens evolving within it: the Platte River Garden, the Contemplation Garden, the 
Sculpture Garden, the Prairie Garden, the Berry Patch, the Bee Walk, the Vegetable Garden, the Anti-Bullying Garden, the Pollinator 
Garden, the Sea of Green Garden (complete with boat), and the Walking Track Garden. Many ask how it is possible to have so much, 
and it is because of the wonderful Beattie Community. By families working just one hour a month on Family Garden Nights, we are able 

to have thousands of volunteer hours to maintain the many gardens. 
 
Fontenelle Building Urban Prairie – 4706 South 48th Street  
The Fontenelle Building and surrounding lawn has had an interesting past since 
its construction. Radio station, food distributor, slot machine repair shop, and 
dental office are just a few of the many lives this building has seen. Today it is 
the headquarters of the world-renowned Photo Ark project and home to an 
evolving urban prairie. Providing habitat for invertebrates was the main reason 
behind our decision to convert much of the front lawn to prairie. These 
creatures are vital for a healthy ecosystem and yet are under-represented and 
often overlooked. Pollinators such as bees, flies, wasps, ants, beetles, butterflies, 
and moths face many challenges, the greatest of which is an overabundance of 

Butterfly Milkweed 

Coneflower 

Black-eyed Susan 



 

 

5 The Babbling Brook     August 2021 

 
When perched, the bobolink can be seen on any tall or stiff grass 
stem. The display in flight of the breeding male is impressive to 
watch. Years ago, they were found in greater numbers in 
tallgrass prairies and in open areas with dense vegetation. 
 
Bobolinks mainly breed in open grass or hayfields during the 
summer in North America and southern Canada. Females lay five 
to six eggs in a cup-shaped nest on the ground in well-hidden 
dense vegetation. Males are often polygynous. Although 
hayfields are suitable places to nest, those fields that are 
harvested early or cut several times may not allow time for the 
young bobolinks to fledge. Delaying haying by a week and a half 
can improve their survival.  
 
In winter bobolinks migrate often in flocks, with many ending up 
in Cuba, the Yucatan of Mexico, and Panama; some make it 
further south to Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, and Paraguay. For 
some this means traveling 12,000-plus miles roundtrip. Normally 
a daylight forager, they sometimes feed after dark on bright, 
moonlit nights during their migration. They molt twice a year, 

once when on their 
breeding grounds and 
again where they 
overwinter. 
 
Bobolink numbers are 
declining and are a 
species at risk 
throughout Canada.  

cookie-cutter lawns that provide little benefit to their diverse life histories. In an attempt to 
create usable habitat, we started by seeding a mixture of tallgrass prairie grass species like 
sideoats grama in early May of 2019. The importance of grass is essential for prairie—not 
only does it complement the brilliant flowers, but also provides pollen for flies and resting 
places to other invertebrate species. In addition to the seeds, we furthered our effort to help 
pollinators through planting plugs of the showier and longer-to-establish forbs such as 
rattlesnake master, spiderwort, and coneflower. We wanted to create a sense of order and 
also let the space be dynamic and free pulse with the seasons. 
 
Midwest Natives Nursery – 4200 South 1st Street 
Midwest Natives Nursery is a production greenhouse in Lincoln that specializes in the 
sustainable cultivation of Great Plains native perennial wildflowers and grasses with a focus 
on plants native to Eastern Nebraska. Join us on Sunday, August 22, for a behind-the-scenes 
tour of our facilities where we produce over 300 species of native plants from seed each 
spring! The tour will touch on every aspect of commercial nursery production including the 
greenhouse structures themselves, stratification of seed, planting, transplanting, grow-out, fertilization, organic pest management, 
and more! As time permits, we will also take a walk around our 5,000-square-foot native berm planting that is home to over 100 
species of Nebraska’s native wildflowers and grasses! The Sunday tours will begin at 10:00 a.m. and again at 1:00 p.m.  

 
This favorite bird of mine is found closer to home. The bobolink 
(Dolichonyx oryzivorus) is in the Family Icteridae (the blackbird 
family), the same family as the meadowlark, red-winged 
blackbird, and yellow-headed blackbird. In some parts of its 
range, bobolinks are called the armyworm-bird, reedbird, 
ricebird, or butter-bird. The collective term for a group of 

bobolinks is a chain, as in 
“There's a chain of 
bobolinks!” 
 
Adult males are mostly 
black with a creamy-yellow 
nape, the back half of their 
head. They have white 
scapulars, white lower 
backs, and rumps. About 
seven inches long, 

bobolinks have an 11-inch 
wingspan. They forage on the ground feeding on seeds and 
insects, or they fly overhead in their search for a meal. They 
have a finch-like bill. Unfortunately, they are considered a pest 
by some farmers as they also feed on cultivated grain. 
 
Bobolinks share some similarities with the yellow-headed 
blackbird. The yellow-headed has a bright yellow face and most 
of the head (not just the back half of the head) as well as a 
yellow breast. They occupy different habitats. The yellow-
headed breeds in wetlands in prairies, mountain meadows, and 
shallow area of marches, ponds, and rivers. They nest in colonies 
in cattails, bulrushes, and reeds, often alongside red-winged 
blackbirds. The yellow-headed has an obvious white wing patch, 
frequently only visible in flight. 
 

Sideoats Grama 
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Bobolink — female 
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Bobolinks 
by Richard Peterson 



 

 

Climate Change Update 
by Marilyn McNabb 
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If, as I hope, you are enchanted by the enormous varieties of 
beautiful shapes, colors, and appeal to pollinators of the plants 
you see on Wachiska’s “Tour the Wild Side” on August 21 and 
22, you would likely enjoy putting in your zip code at the 
National Audubon website https://www.audubon.org/native-
plants. More plant choices! For my zip code, I found 69 plants 
under “best results” and 316 under “full results.” Local places to 
buy native plants are also listed under “Local Resources.”  
   
The website also has an excellent article explained by its title: 
“So You Have Your List of Native Plants, Now What?” with step-
by-step guidance. The link is at the bottom of the page at 
https://www.audubon.org/PLANTSFORBIRDS. Another self-
explanatory title: “Why Native Plants Are Better for Birds and 
People: Bird-friendly Landscaping Provides Food, Saves Water 
and Fights Climate Change.” It’s at https://www.audubon.org/
news/why-native-plants-are-better-birds-and-people and 
includes a remarkable four-minute summary of how insects need 
native plants and birds need those insects, written by Douglas 
Tallamy, author of three terrific books: Nature’s Best Hope,  
Bringing Nature Home, and The Nature of Oaks. Then when your 
yard has something to see, you can help your neighbors 
understand what you’re doing by putting up a sign: https://
act.audubon.org/onlineactions/icNeR7XkDUCAdJpV3K0YVQ2. 

_______________ 
 
Benefits to climate from using native plants in your yard and 
garden are discussed by Adrian Ayres Fisher, Sustainability 
Center coordinator at Triton College in Illinois. She writes in 
“Carbon Gardening: A Natural Climate Solution that Can Help 
Reduce CO2 Emissions While Restoring Biodiversity” at https://
www.resilience.org/stories/2020-01-27/carbon-gardening-a-
natural-climate-solution-that-can-help-reduce-co2-emissions-
while-restoring-biodiversity/ that native prairie plant gardeners 
could make a significant contribution to moving toward 
stabilizing carbon levels. The author gives recommendations 
about how best to do that. “Even the smallest garden” she 
writes, “can be a vital part of this great effort, and the gardener 
is a powerful climate activist.”  

_______________ 
 
Unplowed prairie like Nine-Mile Prairie pulls down and can store 
a lot of carbon. As the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources explains, “Native grassland species have extensive 
root systems, some growing up to 15 feet deep. In fact, most of 
native grassland species' biomass is found below ground. Native 
prairie species are known to have up to twice the deep root 
biomass of introduced species.  
 
“Deep root systems deposit carbon into deep soil layers, which is 
important because the rate of carbon sequestration increases 
with soil depth. Deep roots of native species are more likely to 
contribute to very stable carbon pools via the exchange of plant 

sugars for nutrients with associated soil microbial life in the root 
zones. Biomass of soil microbes increases with plant species 
diversity.” 

_______________ 
 
They said it couldn’t be done! Bipartisan support for the Growing 
Climate Solutions Act was shown in a 92 to 8 vote in the U.S. 
Senate on June 24. The bill’s future in the House looks good. 
National Audubon, Senators Fischer and Sasse, and 
Congressmen Fortenberry and Bacon all support the bill.  

_______________ 
 
Atmospheric carbon dioxide measured by NOAA peaked in May 
at a monthly average of 419 parts per million, the highest level 
since measurements began 63 years ago. Peter Tans, a senior 
scientist with NOAA, said “If we take real action soon, we might 
still be able to avoid catastrophic climate change.” 
 
 

Without Milkweed Habitat,  
There Are No Monarchs 

(excerpt from recent Environmental Defense Fund mailing) 
 
To understand why it is so important to protect monarch 
butterflies and other pollinators by fighting climate change and 
implementing sustainable agriculture and conservation 
solutions, it helps to understand the monarch’s life cycle. 
 
Monarchs cannot survive the cold northern winters. They spend 
the winter in milder climates, clustering in forests as they wait 
for warmer weather to begin their spring migrations thousands 
of miles north. With only instinct as their guide, they return to 
the same destination as generations before them. 
 
As monarchs fan out, the first generation of adult butterflies lay 
their eggs on milkweed plants. Milkweed is the only source of 
food for the caterpillars (larvae) once they emerge, and they eat 
the leaves voraciously. 
 
The caterpillars then enter their chrysalis state, emerging as fully 
grown butterflies. This second generation continues its migration 
north, reproducing two more times. Along the journey, 
milkweed is critical for each new generation to survive. 
 
In the fall, the year’s fourth 
generation migrates back to 
warmer lands to huddle for 
the winter. Then, six to eight 
months later, spurred on by 
warmer temperatures, the 
annual migration cycle 
begins anew. 
 
Given its complexity, the monarch migration is an astounding 
natural event that depends on milkweed and the right 
temperatures at the right times to begin and end the journey. 
But milkweed habitat loss and the ever-worsening impacts of 
climate change are threatening this delicate balance. 

Swamp Milkweed 
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Join now! Become a Friend  
of Wachiska Audubon Society! 

 
This local chapter membership provides you with voting 
privileges and access to all our events, programs, and 
committees, plus 100 percent of your membership donation 
goes directly to the Wachiska chapter. In addition, Friend 
members receive our monthly newsletter, The Babbling Brook, 
in their choice of print or electronic form. 

Friends of Wachiska (local membership) 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
City                               County                        State        Zip 
 
Phone 
  
E-mail 
 
          $25 Individual/Friend  
          $35 Family Friend 
          $50 Black-capped Chickadee Friend 
          $100 Northern Cardinal Friend 
          $250 Western Meadowlark Friend 
          $500 Bald Eagle Friend 
          $1000 Peregrine Falcon Friend 
 
Select the level of support that is right for you and make your 
check payable to Wachiska Audubon Society. All funds will  
remain with our local chapter and are tax deductible. Mail to: 
  
 Wachiska Audubon Society 
 Attention: Membership Committee 
 4547 Calvert St Ste 10 
 Lincoln NE  68506-5643 
 
 
 

         I prefer to receive my newsletter by email. 
 
Please note: If you are already a member of National Audubon 
Society (NAS) you automatically become a member of Wachiska, 
but not a Wachiska Friend member. Only Wachiska Friends 
receive the printed newsletter each month. If you wish to join 
NAS or receive Audubon magazine, please contact the National 
Audubon Society directly. 
 

 

The Babbling Brook (ISSN #1068-2104) is published monthly by Wachiska 
Audubon Society. The known office of publication is 4547 Calvert St Ste 10, 
Lincoln NE  68506-5643. Periodical postage paid at Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 

Send address changes to The Babbling Brook 
Wachiska Audubon Society, 4547 Calvert St Ste 10 

Lincoln NE  68506-5643 

The Babbling Brook is printed on recycled and recyclable paper. 

American Goldfinches 

 

Public Officials 
 

President Joe Biden 
1600 Pennsylvania Av NW, Washington DC 20500-0001 

Comment line: 202-456-1111 
Phone: 202-456-1414  Fax: 202-456-2461 

E-mail at website: http://whitehouse.gov/contact 
 

Senator Ben Sasse 
1128 Lincoln Mall Ste 305, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-476-1400  Fax: 402-476-0605 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-4224  Fax: 202-224-5213 

E-mail at website: http://sasse.senate.gov 
 

Senator Deb Fischer 
440 N 8th St Ste 120, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-441-4600  Fax: 402-476-8753 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-6551  Fax: 202-228-0012 

E-mail at website: http://fischer.senate.gov 
 

 Congressman Jeff Fortenberry (1st District) 
301 S 13th St Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508-2537 

Lincoln phone: 402-438-1598 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4806  Fax: 202-225-5686 

E-mail at website: http://fortenberry.house.gov 
 

Congressman Don Bacon (2nd District) 
13906 Gold Cir Ste 101, Omaha NE 68144 

Omaha phone: 888-221-7452 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4155  Fax: 202-226-5452 

E-mail at website: https://bacon.house.gov 
 

Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District) 
416 Valley View Dr Ste 600, Scottsbluff NE  69361 

Scottsbluff phone: 308-633-6333  Fax: 308-633-6335 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-6435  Fax: 202-225-0207 

E-mail at website: http://adriansmith.house.gov 
 

Capitol Hill Switchboard 
888-436-8427 or 202-224-3121 

 
Governor Pete Ricketts 

Capitol Bldg, PO Box 94848, Lincoln NE 68509-4848 
Phone: 402-471-2244  Fax: 402-471-6031 

E-mail  at website: http://governor.nebraska.gov 
 

State Senator ________ 
District ___ State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE  68509-4604 

 
State Capitol Switchboard  

402-471-2311 
 

Lancaster County Commissioners 
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 110, Lincoln NE 68508 

Phone: 402-441-7447  Fax: 402-441-6301 
E-mail: commish@lancaster.ne.gov 

 
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird 

County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 301, Lincoln NE 68508-2828 
Phone: 402-441-7511  Fax: 402-441-7120 

E-mail: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln City Council 
402-441-7515 

E-mail: council@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln Journal Star 
Letters to the editor, 926 P St, Lincoln NE 68508 

E-mail: oped@journalstar.com 
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A Gift to the Future 
 
A bequest to Wachiska Audubon Society is a gift to future 
generations, enabling our natural heritage to continue. For 
wills, trusts, and gifts, our legal name is Wachiska Audubon 
Society. Our Federal Tax ID number is 51-0229888. 

 

Wachiska Audubon Society’s financial records 
are available for examination in the office. 

Donate to Wachiska  
When Shopping Online 

 
Remember to shop for deals at smile.amazon.com or 
with AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon app. Sign up for 
AmazonSmile and select Wachiska Audubon Society as 
your preferred charity at smile.amazon.com/ch/51-
0229888. Amazon will donate 0.5 percent of the 
purchase price of eligible purchases to Wachiska 
Audubon at no cost to you.  

 
 

WACHISKA AUDUBON LEADERS - 2021 
 

OFFICERS 
President ............................................... *Theresa Pella 
Vice President ........................................ *Marilyn McNabb 
Recording Secretary .............................. *Linda Plock 
Treasurer ............................................... *Mary Rogge 
Past President ........................................ *Stu Luttich  
 
STANDING COMMITTEES/POSITIONS 
Director at Large .................................... *Dean Cole 
Director at Large .................................... *Terry Stentz 
Director at Large .................................... *Dave Titterington 
Conservation ......................................... *Ross Scott  
Education ............................................... *Tim Knott 
Field Trips .............................................. ..John Carlini 
                                                                            *Lana Novak 
Hospitality .............................................   Cheryl Moncure 
Legislation.............................................. *Marge Kennedy 
Membership .......................................... *Linda R. Brown 
Monthly Programs/General Meetings ... ..Arlys Reitan   
Newsletter Editor .................................. ..Arlys Reitan 
Population/Environment ....................... ..Mary King 
                                                                           *Patty Spitzer 
Publicity/Public Relations ...................... ..Arlys Reitan  
Donor Development .............................. ..Elizabeth Nelson 
Executive Director Audubon Nebraska. .*Kristal Stoner 
*Denotes Board member 
 
For contact information of officers and committee chairs, 
call the Wachiska office at 402-486-4846. 

Wachiska Audubon Society 
4547 Calvert St Ste 10 
Lincoln NE 68506-5643 
402-486-4846 
office@WachiskaAudubon.org 
www.WachiskaAudubon.org 
 
 
 
 

 

Second Saturday Seeds Walks Continue 
by Beth Coufal 

 

Wachiska will again host a prairie walk on August 14. 
Join Beth Coufal at 9:00 a.m. at Dieken Prairie near 
Unadilla to  walk the prairie looking for gayfeather, New 
Jersey tea, prairie-clover, gentians, and ladies-tresses. 
This will be followed by seed collecting if any suitable 

species are ready for harvest. All are 
welcome for either or both activities. 
Come dressed for walking in tall 
grasses. Bring gloves, clippers, and a 
bucket for seed collecting. Call or text 
Beth at 402-417-3928 if you have 
questions or need directions. We will  
cancel if it is raining. 

HOLD ON FOR A WHILE LONGER 
 
Wachiska Audubon will be back to in-person meetings and 
programs this fall. Exact dates will be announced later as plans 
develop around the current COVID-19 situation locally. Watch 
this newsletter for updated plans. 


