
Wachiska Audubon Society’s vision:  
To share the experience and love for nature—and help protect its diversity 

 MARCH 2026 Volume 35 - Issue 3 

The Babbling Brook 

Our 53nd Year of Protecting Nature  1973 - 2026 

Wachiska Audubon Office:  402-486-4846  Email: Office@WachiskaAudubon.org 

A GATHERING OF FRIENDS:  
Celebrating 2025 and Looking Ahead with the Wachiska Audubon Board 

W 
achiska Audubon 
warmly invites you to 
spend an evening with 

the fourteen dedicated officers and 
directors of our Board as we reflect 
on the accomplishments of our 
historic year, 2025. It’s a chance to 
celebrate how far we’ve come 
together, reconnect with fellow 
supporters, and enjoy a relaxed, 
welcoming atmosphere—complete 
with fun door prizes and plenty of 
good cheer! 
 The evening will open with a 
heartfelt welcome from Executive 
Director Mark Brohman, setting the 
tone for a meaningful look back at 
the year. We’ll follow with a brief 
2025 report that highlights Wachiska’s progress across our 
three key focus areas: moving forward, strengthening our 
sustainable plan, and expanding our outreach. We’ll end with 
stories, conversation, questions from you and did we say door 
prizes? Yes, we are looking forward to those! 
  

Wachiska Program and General Meeting — Thursday, March 12, 7:00 PM, Unitarian Church,  
6300 A Street, and also via YouTube link: https://youtube.com/live/tEnRFsY5kk8?feature=share  

 

PRAIRIE PINES PARTNERS EVENT 
Hello Spring Hike! 

Saturday, March 21, 2026, 1-2:30 PM 
Join staff on an early spring hike at Prairie Pines. We will be 
looking under the leaves and up into the trees to discover 
signs of a new season. Meet at the Visitor Center.  
More information at prairiepines.org/events          

 Obtaining Prairie Pines Nature 
Preserve was a game changer for 
Wachiska! Together, we’ll celebrate 
the impact of this work and look 
ahead with optimism to what’s next 
for Wachiska Audubon and the 
community we serve. 

 Strengthen and streamline 
Wachiska Audubon. 2025 Priority: 
Put a Fund Development Plan in 
place to support our work. 
 Ensure long-term care of 
our prairies and protected lands. 

2025 Priority: Build on relationships 
with 23 conservation easement 

owners and address maintenance needs as they arise.  
Raise awareness and educate the community about 

tallgrass prairies. 2025 Priority: Find ways for Prairie Pines 
Nature Preserve to teach individuals, students, and groups 
about tallgrass prairies and inspire them to help protect this 
wonderful, precious rare ecosystem. 
 The Board hopes this evening will be a dialogue with you 
dear friends! What questions and hopes do you have about 
this organization you support? Looking forward to sharing 
stories and door prizes!  

Thursday, March 12, 7:00 PM, at the Unitarian Church, 6300 A 
Street or stream live:  

 https://youtube.com/live/tEnRFsY5kk8?feature=share  

WACHISKA’S MARCH CALENDAR 

2     Education Committee: 6PM/ZOOM 

7     Bird EnCOUNTer: 10-1PM/Anderson Library 

9     Conservation Committee: 6:30PM/ZOOM 

12 General Meeting: LOOKING AHEAD. 7PM/UU Church 

17    Board Meeting: 7PM 

20     

21 BIRDSEED PICKUP: 11-2PM/Prairie Pines 

22 SUNDAY CEDAR CUT: 10AM/Prairie Pines 

26    Nature Nights: 6:30PM/St.Peters School  

Tom Lynch gives garden tour to eighteen  
Otoe-Missouria students. 
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Executive Director’s Message 
by Mark Brohman 

    
 I want to thank Dr. Larkin Powell for 
his presentation at our February 
meeting! His new book, The Best of 
Intentions: A Story of Landscape 
Change in the Heart of the Great 
Plains, gets a person thinking deeply 
about the Great Plains. We had 70+ 
attendees. Our Speaker Series is 
steadily growing!  
 Speaking of changes, we’re looking 
forward to our next General Meeting 
on March 12th! Join us as we 
celebrate the game-changing milestones of 2025 and look ahead 
to the future with the Wachiska Audubon Board. We’re putting 
together fun door prizes—come be part of the fun! 
 The record setting warm days this winter have brought visitors 
out to Prairie Pines. It’s always fun to hear kids laughing and 
running around on the trails through the trees. We have had 
great numbers of birds all winter and you can just about count 
on seeing a half dozen or more species each day around the 
feeders.  The heated bird bath is always a favorite.  
 

 Don’t forget our BIRDSEED SALE & FUNDRAISER now!  
Please use the mail-in order form on the next page OR  

order from our ONLINE SEED SHOP!  

Please get your orders to us by MARCH 13th.  
(PICK UP at PRAIRIE PINES: 3/20 and 3/21)  

**If you want to gift seed or suet for our feathered friends at 
Prairie Pines, we’d be ever-grateful! ** 

 
 We finally found a small tractor with a front-end loader for 
Prairie Pines.  It has been a quest for several months, but a huge 
thank you to an anonymous donor that provided the funds to 
purchase it.  Now we can move chips around the property and 
keep the trails from being too muddy and help erosion.  Next 
time you come for a visit, you are welcome to see our latest 
acquisition.   
 We’re hosting SUNDAY CEDAR CUT: March 22nd at 10am at 
PRAIRIE PINES. If you have a tree saw or loppers, bring them 
along with gloves and coffee! If the weather is bad, we’ll 
reschedule the event.  You can keep an eye on our Facebook 
page, or let me know and I’ll put you on a volunteer list. We’ll try 
to have more cedar cutting events in the future, including hitting 
the prairie by Arnold Elementary (NW 48th).   
 In my column for the legislative update, you’ll find things are 
changing daily. We’ll be sure to send and post action alerts as 
needed on Facebook. Thank you for contacting your State 
Senators; your comments truly make a difference. Enjoy the 
outdoors and the nice days ahead—at least we don’t have to 
worry about ticks this time of year! 

 
 
 
 

by Mark Brohman 

 The legislative session is more than half over. March 3rd is the 
36th day of a 60-day session. Bills are getting piled up as Senators 
are trying to get their bills on the daily agenda to be heard on the 
floor. All the hearings are over, and the legislature is meeting for 
full days and will start meeting some evenings. Any bill that is not 
a priority of a Senator, the Speaker, or a committee is probably 
doomed unless there is no opposition and the bill gets placed on 
a Consent Calendar.  
 I’m going to list a few of the most critical bills in this article, but 

there are many additional bills we’re monitoring. Feel free to 
contact me anytime you have questions about a bill. 

 The bills we are most concerned about at this time include one of 
the mainline budget bills, LB1072. Not only were there 25 testifi-
ers in opposition at the hearing, but there were over 460 opposi-
tion letters submitted. This bill proposed to sweep funds from 
several places including the arts and humanities; health and hu-
man services; the Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET); the Ne-
braska Game and Parks Commission (NGPC); the Dept. of Water, 
Environment, and Energy; the Dept. of Ag; and many others.  
I want to thank all of you that took time to submit comments on 
LB1072 and the NGPC/NET budget hearing. As it’s a mainline 
budget bill, it must pass in some form this session. The Governor 
proposed taking $40.7M from the NET and give $32.7M to the 
NGPC to replace some of the $50M it is taking from their budg-
et. This $32.7M would be used for improvements at Lewis and 
Clark Lake. Many of these improvements would be clearly for 
recreation and tourism, two items not under the NET’s mission.  
 Some of the funds would do dredging and shoreline improve-
ments, but most of the funds would be for boat slips and infra-
structure. LB 1072 would also take a number of funds from NGPC, 
the most egregious being a take of $1M from the Wildlife Conser-
vation Fund.  This fund is from individuals giving part of their tax 
refund (check-off dollars), donations, and funds from wildlife li-
cense plates, to NGPC for wildlife conservation. People will stop 
giving to this very worthwhile cause if they know their donation 
is going to be swept up and used for deficit reduction. 
 We hope resolution LR298CA is passed to protect the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust. It will require all Lottery proceeds given to 
the NET be used for competitive grants. These funds could no 
longer be raided. LB1261 received a lot of opposition from the 
conservation community, but is being supported by the admin-
istration and big business. It promotes big data center develop-
ments, provides profits for big businesses, but has no guardrails 
to protect the public. There are several other bills dealing with 
energy: LB1026 that would make it very difficult to retire aging, 
dirty, and inefficient fossil fuel generation facilities. LB1027 would 
create barriers to renewable energy development. 
 TO LEARN MORE, PLEASE SEE THE  
Nebraska’s Unicameral Legislature site:  
https://nebraskalegislature.gov  
or follow on Facebook: WACHISKA AUDUBON 
 
 

 

Executive Director 
Mark Brohman 
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 Sepala Weliwitigoda is a poet whose work transforms close 
observations of the natural world into meditations on 
resilience, beauty, and the human spirit. A former MIT 
graduate and communications policy advisor to three major 
law firms in Washington, D.C., and Communications Satellite 
Corporation, he now channels his insight and curiosity into 
poetry and environmental advocacy.  
 
 We often speak about the environment in large, abstract 
terms—climate, biodiversity, sustainability. Yet for most of us, 
environmental change is first experienced quietly: fewer birds 
at dawn, forests thinning at their edges, animals retreating 
from places they once thrived. These changes may appear 
subtle, but together they shape the conditions on which all 
life, including our own, depends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The health of forests, wildlife, and bird populations is not 
separate from human survival. Forests regulate climate and 
water systems. Birds and insects pollinate crops and signal 
ecological balance. Animals shape ecosystems that support 
soil, vegetation, and resilience. When these systems weaken, 
the consequences ripple outward—eventually reaching our 
communities, food systems, and sense of stability. 
Each of us bears a responsibility to pay attention. 
 My own way of responding to this responsibility has been 
through writing. In my poetry collections, Cat the Sovereign 
and Listen to the Songbirds, I try to bear witness to the living 
world—not as an abstract idea, but as a presence shaped by 
memory, observation, and care. 

  
 Cat the Sovereign reflects on the intimate 
connections between humans, animals, 
and the landscapes we share. Through en-
counters with wildlife and moments of still-
ness, the poems explore how easily these 
relationships can be disrupted—and how 
much they matter to our sense of belong-
ing in the world. 
 
  

 
 Listen to the Songbirds focuses more 
closely on birds and the environments 
that sustain them. Birds are among the 
most sensitive indicators of environ-
mental change. Their songs, migrations, 
and absences tell stories about habitat 
loss, climate shifts, and ecological stress 
long before those changes become  
visible to us in other ways. 
 
 
 

 These books are not arguments or policy statements. They are 
invitations—to slow down, to notice, and to reflect on what is 
changing around us. Poetry, at its best, asks us to pay attention. 
And attention is often the first step toward responsibility. 
If we learn to see forests not merely as resources, birds not 
merely as background music, and animals not merely as sym-
bols, we begin to understand how deeply our own survival is 
intertwined with theirs.  
 Caring for the environment is 
not only about protecting na-
ture “out there”; it is about 
preserving the conditions that 
make human life possible. 
 
 I offer these books as my con-
tribution to the ongoing dia-
logue about environmental 
stewardship—hoping they en-
courage readers to observe 
more closely, care more deeply, 
and recognize the fragile inter-
dependence that binds all living 
things.  
Books available: 
Listen to the Songbirds : 
https://a.co/d/jjiyQBt 
Cat the Sovereign:  
https://a.co/d/esJtLVb 

BEARING WITNESS TO A CHANGING WORLD:  

By Sepala Weliwitigoda 
 

Sedge Wren scanning it's 
surroundings at Knott Prairie.  

Photo by Dakota Altman  

                                       Guest Author Sepala Weliwitigoda  
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Join now! Become a Friend  
of Wachiska Audubon Society! 

 
This local chapter membership provides you with voting 
privileges and access to all our events, programs, and 
committees, plus 100 percent of your membership donation 
goes directly to the Wachiska chapter. In addition, Friend 
members receive our monthly newsletter, The Babbling Brook, 
in their choice of print or electronic form. 

Friends of Wachiska (local membership) 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
City                               County                        State        Zip 
 
Phone 
  
Email 
 
          $25 Individual/Friend  
          $35 Family Friend 
          $50 Black-capped Chickadee Friend 
          $100 Northern Cardinal Friend 
          $250 Western Meadowlark Friend 
          $500 Bald Eagle Friend 
          $1,000 Peregrine Falcon Friend 
 
Select the level of support that is right for you and make your 
check payable to Wachiska Audubon Society. All funds will  
remain with our local chapter and are tax deductible. Mail to: 
  
 Wachiska Audubon Society 
 Attention: Membership Committee 
 3100 N 112th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68527  
 
 
 

         I prefer to receive my newsletter by email. 
 
Please note: If you are already a member of National Audubon 
Society (NAS) you automatically become a member of Wachiska, 
but not a Wachiska Friend member. Only Wachiska Friends 
receive the printed newsletter each month. If you wish to join 
NAS or receive Audubon magazine, please contact the National 
Audubon Society directly. 
 

 

The Babbling Brook (ISSN #1068-2104) is published monthly by Wachiska 
Audubon Society. The known office of publication is: 

 3100 N 112th St, Lincoln NE  68527.  
Periodical postage paid at Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Send address changes, newsletter submissions and requests to our office of 
publication, listed above. You may also email: office@wachiskaaudubon.org 

 
The Babbling Brook is printed on recycled and recyclable paper. 

Eastern Meadowlark 

 

Public Officials 
 

President Donald Trump 
1600 Pennsylvania Av NW, Washington DC 20500-0001 

Comment line: 202-456-1111 
Phone: 202-456-1414  Fax: 202-456-2461 

E-mail at website: http://whitehouse.gov/contact 
 

Senator Deb Fischer 
1248 O St Ste 1111, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-441-4600  Fax: 402-476-8753 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-6551  Fax: 202-228-0012 

E-mail at website: http://fischer.senate.gov 
 

Senator Pete Ricketts 
1248 O St Ste 1000, Lincoln NE 68508 

Lincoln phone: 402-476-1400  Fax: 402-476-0605 
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-4224  Fax: 202-224-5213 

E-mail at website: http://ricketts.senate.gov 
 

 Congressman Mike Flood (1st District) 
301 S 13th St Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508  

Lincoln phone: 402-438-1598   
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4806  Fax: 202-225-5686 

E-mail at website: http://flood.house.gov 
 

Congressman Don Bacon (2nd District) 
13906 Gold Cir Ste 101, Omaha NE 68144 

Omaha phone: 888-221-7452 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4155  Fax: 202-226-5452 

E-mail at website: https://bacon.house.gov 
 

Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District) 
416 Valley View Dr Ste 600, Scottsbluff NE  69361 

Scottsbluff phone: 308-633-6333  Fax: 308-633-6335 
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-6435  Fax: 202-225-0207 

E-mail at website: http://adriansmith.house.gov 
 

Capitol Hill Switchboard 
888-436-8427 or 202-224-3121 

 
Governor Jim Pillen 

Capitol Bldg, PO Box 94848, Lincoln NE 68509-4848 
Phone: 402-471-2244  Fax: 402-471-6031 

E-mail  at website: http://governor.nebraska.gov 
 

State Senator ________ 
District ___ State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE  68509-4604 

 
State Capitol Switchboard  

402-471-2311 
 

Lancaster County Commissioners 
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 110, Lincoln NE 68508 

Phone: 402-441-7447  Fax: 402-441-6301 
E-mail: commish@lancaster.ne.gov 

 
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird 

County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 301, Lincoln NE 68508-2828 
Phone: 402-441-7511  Fax: 402-441-7120 

E-mail: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln City Council 
402-441-7515 

E-mail: councilpacket@lincoln.ne.gov 
 

Lincoln Journal Star 
Letters to the editor, 21st and N St, Lincoln NE 68508 

E-mail: oped@journalstar.com 
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A GIFT TO THE FUTURE:  A bequest to Wachiska 

Audubon Society is a gift to future generations, enabling our 
natural heritage to continue. For wills, trusts, and gifts, our 
legal name is Wachiska Audubon Society. 
Our Federal Tax ID number is 51-0229888. 
 
DONATIONS:  To make a simple donation  

and support our work, VENMO us  
@Wachiska-Audubon or SCAN CODE here: 

Wachiska Audubon Society’s financial records  available for 
examination in the office. 

 
 

 
WACHISKA AUDUBON LEADERS - 2026 

 
Executive Director .................................... Mark Brohman 
Office Administrator ................................. WJ Bantam 
 
OFFICERS 
President .................................................. *Theresa Pella 
Vice President ........................................... *Ann Briggs 
Secretary .................................................. *April Stevenson 
Treasurer/Finance .................................... *Carol Bodeen 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES/POSITIONS 
Director at Large ....................................... *Dakota Altman 
Director at Large ....................................... *Andrea Faas 
Director at Large ....................................... *Al Davis 
Director at Large ....................................... *Ethan Freese 
Director at Large ....................................... *Nancy Bare 
Director at Large ....................................... *Tom Lynch 
Director at Large ....................................... *Roxanne Smith 
Director at Large ....................................... *Alyx Knight 
Conservation ............................................ *Ross Scott  
Education/Outreach ................................. *Tim Knott 
Membership ............................................. Linda Brown 
 
*Denotes voting Board member 
 
For contact information of officers and committee chairs, call or 
email the Wachiska office. 

Wachiska Audubon Society 
3100 N 112th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68527  
402-486-4846 
office@WachiskaAudubon.org 
www.WachiskaAudubon.org 
 
 
 
 

If you missed a monthly program or want to view again, 
Wachiska Audubon’s programs are available on YouTube via 

the homepage at www.WachiskaAudubon.org.  

Mission Statement of the  
Wachiska Audubon Society 

The mission of the Wachiska Audubon Society is to bring 
people together to preserve and restore tallgrass prairies 
and other natural ecosystems, promote birding, support 
native wildlife, provide nature education, and advocate for 
the sustainability of our natural community. 

 
          REMEMBERING WACHISKA’S    HISTORY       

                                               
Wachiska means “stream” or “creek” in the 
languages of Indigenous people of eastern 

Nebraska, the Omaha and Ponca. 
 

The environmental stewardship efforts of the 
Wachiska Audubon Society take place on the 
past, present, and future homelands of the 
Pawnee, Ponca, Otoe-Missouria, and Omaha 
Peoples, as well as those of the relocated Ho-
Chunk, Sac and Fox, and Ioway. We humbly join 
our efforts with theirs in honoring and 
stewarding this land of prairies, rivers, and 
streams. 
                                                                                                                  

BY 

LOCATION: WACHISKA OFFICE: 3100 N 112, LINCOLN, NE  

 

W A C H I S K A  A U D U B O N ’S  F U N D R A I S E R !  


