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Annual Potluck Picnic and Program — Thursday, September 14, 6:00 p.m., Jayne Snyder Trails Center at
Union Plaza, 228 North 21st Street

Autumn Picnic at Union Plaza
amidst the Native Wildflowers
“Pollinator Places in our Public Spaces”
with Mark Canney, Park Planner and Designer, Lincoln Parks and Recreation

If

you realized Wachiska hasn’t had its annual picnic yet,
September is the time this year! Join us for a potluck
picnic on Thursday, September 14, at the Jayne
Snyder Trails Center at Union Plaza, 228 North 21st Street
between “P” and “Q” streets in Lincoln (just east of the
downtown business area). We’ll gather at 6:00 p.m. where our
potluck food will be set up indoors. Participants can either eat
indoors where it’s air-conditioned or outside among the native
plants. While this is going to be open to the public, we ask
everyone coming to bring 1-2 food items to share with all those
present. Cold drinks, water, and coffee will be provided as long
as you bring your own table service, including cups for hot or
cold drinks, plates, silverware. Restrooms are in this building.
About 7:15 p.m. Mark Canney, parks and recreation planner,
will address the group about the park’s design, function, and
use of native plants. This short talk is titled “Pollinator Places in
our Public Spaces.” Mark will then lead those interested on a
short tour of this six-acre park which hosts one of the largest
collections of native plants in a public setting in Lincoln.

Calendar
September
4
6
11
14
15
19
28

Labor Day field trip to Rock Port, MO, 7:30 a.m. (page 2)
Education Committee, Wachiska office, 6:00 p.m.
(rescheduled)
Conservation Committee, Wachiska office, 5:30 p.m.
Potluck Picnic, Union Plaza, 6:00 p.m., “Pollinator Places
in our Public Spaces,” by Mark Canney (page 1)
Newsletter deadline, Wachiska office, 5:00 p.m.
Board Meeting, Wachiska office, 7:00 p.m.
Legislation Committee, DaVinci’s, 11th & G sts, 6:00 p.m.

Wachiska Audubon Office: 402-486-4846

Participants can leave
any time. Everything,
including clean-up,
should end by dark.
Union Plaza is a firstof-its-kind, six-acre
urban park located
north of “O” Street
between 21st and
Union Plaza
22nd streets in the
heart of central Lincoln. As part of a roadway and stormwater
improvement project of Antelope Valley, this public- and
privately-funded park has blossomed into one of the area’s
largest collections of native plants. Opened in 2012 and entering
its fifth growing season, Union Plaza offers more than 30 species
of shrubs, 25 varieties of grasses, and 80 native perennials and
forbs. A guided tour will introduce planting combinations that
are both naturalistic mixes of species typically found in the
region as well as stylized prairie combinations. The plant
collections offer homeowners some pollinator favorites and
friendly combinations, showing how native plants may be
introduced into a more traditional landscape.
Mark Canney has been a park planner and designer with Lincoln
Parks and Recreation for over 15 years. He grew up in Lincoln
and attended Lincoln East High School. He earned a BA degree
from UNL and a Master of Landscape Architecture degree from
Kansas State University. Since then, Mark has been employed at
several nurseries designing public gardens, streetscapes, parks,
and master planning public spaces.
Join Wachiska on Thursday, September 14, at 6:00 p.m. for this
potluck picnic, native plant talk, and accompanying walking tour.
If you have further questions, contact the Wachiska office.
Email: Office@WachiskaAudubon.org

Field Trip
by John Carlini, Field Trip Chair

Labor Day Jaunt to Brickyard Hill
Conservation Area
As the days start to shorten, neotropical migrants move through
our area on their way from breeding grounds in the north to
warmer wintering grounds where insects are still available. Many
species have undergone a significant population decline with
habitat loss and degradation suspected to be the primary
culprits. On Labor Day, we'll take a hike through a protected
forest at the Brickyard Hill Conservation Area near Rock Port,
Missouri, to search for some of those migrants that may be
lurking in the oak trees that abound in the surrounding Loess
Hills. A bur oak tree more than 300 years old has been found in a
remote part of the area. Despite the convenient location 10 miles
closer than Indian Cave State Park and right off I-29, this tract of
forest is unknown to many birders who have unwittingly driven
right past it.
We'll meet at 7:30 a.m. on Monday, September 4 (Labor Day), at
the Wachiska office parking lot located at 4547 Calvert Street in
Lincoln. Participants can either carpool or caravan for the 80-mile
drive to the Brickyard Hill Conservation Area. We anticipate
mowed trails, but hiking shoes are recommended. Other
suggested items to bring are a water bottle, insect repellant, and
binoculars if you have them. There is no fee, and the public is
welcome. If you have questions, call John at 402-475-7275.

Want to Visit Malawi with Wachiska
in January?
by Jordan Price, Trip Guide
From Ethiopia to
South Africa, a long
chain of interrupted
mountains rises and
falls alongside the
iconic Great Rift
Valley. Savannas,
wetlands, lakes,
rivers, and canyons
fill the gaps. Between
Elephants in the Shire River
this long ribbon of
mountains lies Malawi, a democratic and English-speaking
country. The Republic of Malawi is a landlocked country in
southeast Africa formerly known as Nyasaland. It is bordered
by Zambia, Tanzania, and Mozambique. I lived in Africa over five
years and have traveled in nine African countries. Malawi is my
favorite. The people haven't been ruined by the masses of
tourists common in East Africa, and the wildlife and birds are
fantastic. Malawi has distinct seasons, each bringing different
joys. I lived in Malawi for three years, and January is one of my
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favorite months. Baby animals are everywhere, tourists are few,
and the country assumes a park-like appearance. The parched
and dusty dry season has concluded and the Earth is adorned
with fresh grasses and flowers. Baby elephants, unable to
control their trunks,
chase butterflies and
humorously charge little
acacias. Tiny newborn
warthogs, vervet
monkeys, and yellow
baboons are an endless
source of entertainment.
From a birder’s
perspective, January is a
Zomba Plateau
wonderful month to go on
safari in Malawi. At the start of the year, mammals and birds
give birth in anticipation of the abundance of food that will soon
arrive. Once the intermittent rains do come, every creature is
overjoyed and relieved. January is smack in the middle of bird
migration season. Situated between southern and eastern
Africa, Malawi has a diverse set of ecotones. The rich bird life is
one of the better documented in Africa, with 650 species
recorded. Over half of these have been seen by guests of Mvuu
Camp and Lodge, the only lodging inside Liwonde National Park
and where we will spend nearly six days. The park protects
critical habitat, including the languid Shire River, lush forests,
seasonal wetlands, wooded hills, and savannas. As the only
outlet of the 2,300-foot-deep, 360-mile-long Lake Malawi, the
Shire joins the mighty Zambezi River before reaching the Indian
Ocean. The famous Dr. Livingstone (of "Dr. Livingstone, I
presume") traversed the park, and we can visit an enormous
baobab tree he recorded in his journals.
I have deliberately crafted our 10-day Southern Malawi safari for
bird lovers as well as anyone interested in Africa's incredible
wildlife and culture. Given the very affordable price, the January
2018 trip is expected to sell out quickly. On the first day of our
safari, we will arrive in Lilongwe, Malawi's capital city. That
evening, we will meet with researchers from the African Bat
Conservation Project. They’ll teach us about the bats we will
expect to see during the safari, and we may join them while they
monitor urban bat populations.






10-day safari
January 2018
Best food and guides in the country
Affordable—$4,995—$6,500 for safari (price dependent on
number of participants) plus air transportation
Help support Wachiska

This travel idea is just being formulated. For more information,
questions, pricing, and to set dates, contact Nancy Hamer right
away at travelwachiska@gmail.com or 402-499-1306 if you are
interested in joining a safari to Malawi in January 2018; if you
have ideas or comments, Nancy wants to know that, too.
Wachiska Audubon will receive a rebate from every space filled
as a result of our chapter publicity. Contact Nancy ASAP if you
might be interested in this trip experience.

From the Board …
by Ken Reitan, Board Rep
for Field Trip Committee

Endangered Species Act Is in Peril
Once again, the Endangered Species Act (ESA) is threatened and
this president is likely to sign anything that lands on his desk.
Senator Barrasso from our neighboring Wyoming is one of the
leaders in the effort to gut the ESA.
The particular legislative bills in question are S.1731 in the U.S.
Senate and H.R. 3533 in the U.S. House of Representatives. The
bills would severely limit the current ESA and make it dependent
on political calculations rather than biological ones.
The current law has saved many species including the Bald Eagle,
Whooping Crane, California Condor, Manatee, and the Blackfooted Ferret. It is unlikely the results would have been the same
under this proposed law. DDT might even be legal—causing the
extinction of the Bald Eagle.
Call or email the following to express your opposition to these
and other bills that would severely impact endangered and
threatened species: Representative Jeff Fortenberry, Senator
Ben Sasse, and Senator Deb Fischer using contact information
found on page 7 of each newsletter. Tell their office staff to pass
along your message to save all species, and to vote NO on all
proposed bills to weaken the current Act.

Protect Pollinators
by Richard Peterson

Martha
by Richard Peterson
The Passenger Pigeon was harvested
to extinction 103 years ago this
month. At one time it was the most
abundant bird in North America, with
an estimated population of three to
five billion individual birds. One
cannot begin to conceptualize for the
reader (or myself) that many birds.
Some believed the Passenger Pigeon
at one time represented one-third of
the total number of land birds in the United States.
These avians inhabited much of North America east of the Rocky
Mountains. The principal breeding area was in southern Ontario
and the Great Lakes states, and their range extended southeast
to the Appalachian Mountains and west to eastern Kansas and
Oklahoma. Primary habitat was the eastern deciduous forests.
The Passenger Pigeon measured 15 inches from head to tail,
about three inches longer than a Mourning Dove.
Some reduction in numbers was the result of habitat destruction
as the forests were leveled for lumber to build houses and
businesses. “Colonists grilled the birds, stewed them with salt
pork, and baked them into pies; they plucked their feathers to
stuff mattresses, pickled them in barrels as a winter treat, and
fed them to livestock.” Hunters in the countryside “captured
tens of thousands of pigeons in nets and sent the living birds to
urban hunting clubs for target practice.” Pigeon meat was
commercialized as cheap food for the poor. It was shipped by
railroad car and appeared in meat markets along with beef, pork,
and chicken. The hunting to support these activities led to drastic
population reductions from 1800-1870. Catastrophic decline
occurred in the 1890s.
The following is from a 1914 Bird-Lore, Vol. XVI, No. 5, page 399.
The Last Passenger Pigeon

On August 3, the U.S. Postal Service issued “Protect Pollinators,”
a new first-class FOREVER stamp bringing attention to the plight
of our pollinators. The stamps are issued in a pane of 20 for
$9.80. The stamps depict the Monarch Butterfly (Danaus
plexippus) and the Western Honey Bee (Apis mellifera) feeding
on a variety of plants native to North America. Included plants
are coneflower, zinnia, goldenrod, golden ragwort, and New
England aster. I encourage everyone to use these stamps on
your mail. You can buy many panes and use them long after they
are no longer available at the post office. They are good
FOREVER at whatever the first-class rate happens to be. Support
our pollinators!

“Martha,” believed to be the last Passenger Pigeon on Earth,
died in the Zoological Garden at Cincinnati, at two o'clock P.M.,
September 1, 1914. She was hatched in captivity 29 years ago.
This marks the passing of the last survivor of a species whose
vast flocks, up to a generation ago, were the ornithological
wonder of the world.
The National Association (Audubon), realizing the widespread
interest in this deplorable incident, announced it would give to
anyone, on request, its Leaflet No. 6, with a portrait of this
Pigeon in colors. The response was immediate and from all over
the country so that about 2,500 copies were sent out, many of
them to persons of great influence and social prominence. This is
an admirable indication of the widely diffused and highly
intelligent interest in birds and their preservation which was
clearly too little and too late to save “the ornithological wonder
of the world.”
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Message from NAS President David Yarnold
Volunteers Needed for Prairie Discovery Days
by Sue Kohles, Education Committee Chair
Volunteers are needed for the annual Prairie Discovery Days at
Knott and Dieken Prairies. The dates and times are as follows:
Knott Prairie near Yutan on Tuesday, September 12, and
Thursday, September 14, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (four halfday sessions); Dieken Prairie near Unadilla on Monday,
September 25,
from 11:00 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.
The Education
Committee has
organized Prairie
Discovery Days
since 2005. Each
year as part of
their Nebraska
Studies
curriculum,
Prairie Discovery Days 2012
fourth graders
from four rural and urban schools visit these two prairies to
experience, explore, and understand the prairie ecosystem,
wildlife, and plants. Children learn how the rich soil was formed
and how it influenced those who live here. They participate in
hands-on interactive sessions introducing them to the living and
non-living cooperators of the prairie. Activities involve
introduction to prairie soils and plants, prairie bird
communication, insect collection and identification, and prairie
writing. This year over 250 children will have this prairie
experience.
Prairie Discovery Days are implemented by a small group of
volunteers, and each year it becomes more difficult to find
others to help.
One of the
greatest
contributions to
environmental
sustainability
and
conservation of
natural
resources is to
provide
environmental
education to
Prairie Discovery Days 2013
children. Consider
helping for a full-day or half-day to help with this worthy
endeavor. Contact us today to help at one of these events
described above! We need YOU!!
Our Education Committee is also in need of more members.
Contact Sue Kohles at turnaleaf@windstream.net or
402-525-7653, or Tim Knott at 402-483-5656 for more details.
4

The Babbling Brook

September 2017

To my Audubon friends:
A couple of months ago, I had a chance to preview Al Gore's "An
Inconvenient Sequel." I know that some of you were very
moved by "An Inconvenient Truth" 11 years ago. I also know
that Gore is anathema to some Audubon members, maybe even
you. So take a pass on this email [letter], if you want.
This sequel has some compelling documentary moments: Gore
was instrumental in bringing India to the Paris climate table, and
you see all that unfold in the film. He was broadcasting live from
Paris two weeks before the summit when the horrific Bataclan
attacks happened while he was on air. Both of these segments
are compelling filmmaking.
But what I liked best were the moments where Gore shows his
frustration, anger, and disbelief about America's lack of action
on climate change—the greatest threat to birds and people. (I
could be projecting here, I confess.)
Like him or not, he was one of the first messengers about
climate change and he hasn't been wrong. If anything, his claims
that he was being conservative all along have been borne out.
The movie made its debut last month, and I'd recommend it to
you. It's likely playing in a theater near you, and there may even
be free screenings happening in your community.
Whether you take in a free screening or choose to see it at a
theater by yourself or with friends or chapter members, sharing
the word about what climate change will mean to our
coastlines, our farmlands, our birds, and our economy is just
common sense.
Remember, you are what hope looks like to a bird.
David Yarnold

Bird Lovers Take Note
Here are some ideas to keep in mind as you begin to notice our
birds’ behavior in September:









Most birds have completed nesting except for Goldfinch,
Cedar Waxwings, and Doves.
Woodpeckers will continue to readily feed on suet.
Bird migration usually begins in August with songbirds
leading the way followed by shorebirds.
Hummers will begin their southern migration, so it’s time to
get those feeders out.
The autumn molt is beginning for birds, so a period of
“quiet time” is setting in.
First-year Blackbirds should be joining flocks in preparation
to leave for the winter.
Mud flats and shallows should be teeming with shorebirds.
This year’s hatchlings are on their own and looking more
like adult birds.

Wachiska Protects Fertig Prairie
by Tim Knott, Conservation Committee
We finally did it!! On August 11, Wachiska Audubon purchased
the 45-acre Fertig Prairie in Colfax County. After two years of
work by the Conservation Committee, our attorney, Don
Pepperl, turned over the necessary checks, signed the papers at
Nebraska Title, and completed the purchase. Taking
responsibility for managing a new prairie is a big step, but
Wachiska believes the advantages of owning Fertig Prairie are
greater than the disadvantages. The prairie is one of the best
remaining Platte River lowland prairies in the Schuyler/
Columbus area. It is in a good location for educational use by
students from Schuyler and Columbus and has been used for
education for a number of years.
Wachiska has held a conservation easement on the prairie for
several years, and the Fertig family has been a good steward of
the property and supportive of education. Our purchase also
protects the prairie from a possible new and unsympathetic
owner. Now we will be able to protect the prairie’s rare plants
and animals for the foreseeable future, making the grassland
available at any time of year to those who want to visit.
Wachiska is grateful to four agencies and foundations that made
the purchase possible. Without their help, we would not have
been able to afford the purchase. First, the Nebraska
Environmental Trust provided half of the total purchase price.
We appreciate the Environmental Trust board’s support of our
grant request. The Woollam Foundation made two extremely
generous donations that put our fundraising effort over the top.
The Cooper Foundation provided critical support when we
needed it, and the Lower Platte North NRD board voted
unanimously to provide a necessary part of the payment. Thank
you to all our donors.
Fertig Prairie has a
number of uncommon
tallgrass prairie species
including Catclaw
Sensitive Brier, Yellow
Star Grass, Pale-spike
Lobelia, Fringed
Loosestrife, and a variety
of sedges. Recently, Gerry
Purple-headed Sneezeweed
Steinauer identified a rare
plant, Purple-headed Sneezeweed, found nowhere else in
Nebraska so far. There could be other rare plants. We will now
be able to protect these and the other species by managing the
prairie for its own intrinsic value and for its rare plant and
animal species. This may mean prescribed burns, rotational
haying, some brush removal, and some spot spraying. The best
management plan is still being decided.
We will be able to bring fourth graders out to the prairie in
September for real hands-on learning experiences dealing with
the ecology and history of Nebraska. College students from
Central Community College in Columbus will continue to use the

prairie for their biology classes and research projects, and the
public will be able to enjoy the prairie at any time.
We are planning to have an open house on Fertig Prairie in June
2018, so we can thank these donors and Wachiska members and
friends personally. We will be able to see for ourselves what a
valuable prairie Fertig is. Watch for an announcement of that
event next spring.

Why Some Birds Migrate
Ever wonder why some birds remain in Nebraska and northern
regions during winter while others migrate to more southerly
and tropical regions? Enduring cold temperatures is not the
reason; it is actually a phenomenon driven by food.
Most migrating birds feed on insects, fish, or aquatic animals or
specific vegetation that is non-existent in northern areas during
winter. For these birds to survive, they must move to a warmer
climate where they can locate their required food resources.
Birds remaining in colder climates during winter are adapted to
survive on seeds, berries, and nuts.
In the spring, many birds that winter in the tropics migrate to
North America to raise their families, avoiding the many nest
predators found in the jungles of South and Central America.
Every year, billions of birds travel thousands of miles between
their winter and summer ranges—many of these birds weighing
less than an ounce.

The Molt—A Quiet Time for Many Birds
Birds experience various degrees of molting (replacing feathers),
depending on the species. While a few will have a complete
molt twice/year, going from basic plumage into breeding
plumage and back, other birds have one complete molt, usually
in the spring. These birds will then have a partial molt. In the fall,
the partial molt replaces any broken feathers prior to winter.
Still other birds will have a complete late summer molt where
their bright breeding plumage is replaced with duller colors to
avoid easy detection by predators in the winter landscape. The
male goldfinch is a good example. The bright canary yellow
becomes a less noticeable olive drab in late fall, much like the
female goldfinch. Many first year birds will begin to molt from
their immature or juvenile plumage into their adult plumage by
the end of summer, such as young cardinals.
When birds molt they lose their feathers in a rotation sequence,
and new feathers are replaced in the same order. This lasts over
a period of time, so molting is not a noticeable event, other than
you may find dropped feathers on the ground. During molting, a
bird’s flight capabilities are affected, so they are susceptible to
predation. This can become a quiet time for some species. Often
they will avoid open areas, choosing to approach feeders
located near the cover of shrubs and trees.
(Editor’s Note: The preceding information on bird behavior is reprinted
from the August 2017 newsletter of The Wild Bird Habitat Store.)
The Babbling Brook

September 2017

5

Climate Change Update
by Marilyn McNabb
“We cannot wait for the federal government to lead on this
issue.” That’s the concluding line in the press statement from
Audubon California’s Director of Public Policy Michael Lynes
following the California Legislature’s vote to extend their cap
and trade program to limit greenhouse gas emissions. After the
president’s decision on the Paris Accords, one hears similar
declarations from many who are aware of the risks of climate
disruption.
Per Audubon California, the excellent part about the California
Legislature’s vote was its “inspiring bipartisanship.” Particularly
troubling is that the Sierra Club, as it did in the ballot initiative in
Washington State, actively lobbied against the compromise.
Supporting the extension of California’s cap and trade system to
2030 were the Environmental Defense Fund, the Natural
Resources Defense Council, and Audubon California. (For more
information on the bipartisan nature of the vote, go to
http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-ca-california-climatechange-vote-republicans-20170717-story.html.)
A fascinating article on the National Audubon website explains
how the extension of cap and trade will allow continued study of
meadow restoration in the Sierra Nevada. Study subjects include
how restoration might affect California’s water supply,
biodiversity, and capacity to store greenhouse gases. (Check out
this site: http://www.audubon.org/news/can-restored-meadows
-fight-climate-change-california-seeks-find-out.)
Meanwhile, Audubon North Carolina won passage of a bill
encouraging the growth of solar energy. Again we hear the word
“bipartisan.” “The broad-based support this bill received shows
that low-cost solar continues to be a bipartisan winner. With this
new law, state leaders are doubling down on solar energy given
the benefits that it provides to the state—clean air, job creation,
and lower electricity rates. Clean energy, like solar, is good for
birds and people,” said Audubon North Carolina Executive
Director Heather Hahn.
Last month we wrote about the Joslyn Institute for Sustainable
Communities’ conference called Urban Thinkers. It had been
scheduled for August but has been moved to November 15-16. It
will be in Lincoln. For more information, contact Donna
Woudenberg at 402-730-5996 or check the website at
www.joslyninstitute.org.
Last month we also referred to a lively new book full of ideas
about what cities and businesses can do to slow climate change,
Climate of Hope by Michael Bloomberg and Carl Pope. That’s
Carl, not Carol. My error. The Lincoln City Libraries has the book.
Lincoln’s Environmental Action Plan had 80 local citizens submit
comments, and at least that number attended the July 16 open
house at Gere Library. The plan can be found at:
6
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http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/mayor/energy/pdf/City-ofLincoln-LEAP.pdf and the web version includes descriptions of
the achievements of some of the local businesses that have
invested in efficient energy and resource use. Among the actions
described are these: Assurity Life Insurance got LEED Gold
certification for its building and reduced water use; B&R Stores
reduce waste and energy use, have recycled cardboard for 40
years, make compost out of local organic waste, and install LEDs;
Lincoln Industries reduces emissions to air, water, and soil; and
Zoetis reduces use of energy and water.
A new book, Drawdown, the Most Comprehensive Plan Ever
Proposed to Reverse Global Warming, edited by Paul Hawken, is
an amazing achievement to start you thinking. Hawken put
together a shopping list of things that could be done to actually
start drawing down the levels of atmospheric pollutants causing
climate disruption. Grouped under the familiar categories of
energy, food, buildings and cities, land use, transport, etc., there
are some surprises—for example, “women and girls.” When the
solutions are ranked, educating girls and family planning are
among the most effective solutions—numbers 5 and 6—in the
list of 80. The top five are refrigerant management, wind
turbines, reduced food waste, plant-rich diet, and tropical
forests. Lincoln City Libraries has the book.

What’s Going On at
SCPAC?
Full details for the following
fall activities at Spring Creek
Prairie Audubon Center can
be found at scp@audubon.org, springcreekprairie.audubon.org,
or 402-797-2301.
Tastes in the Tallgrass – Sunday, September 17, 4:00-7:00 p.m.
This is our annual outdoor dinner fundraiser to support prairie
conservation at Spring Creek Prairie. Tickets can be purchased
on SCPAC’s website.
Third Tuesday Bird Walks – Tuesday, September 19,
8:00-10:00 a.m.
Join us for a guided bird walk along the prairie trails, looking for
and learning about the birds we manage for. Tuesdays are
always free admission at Spring Creek Prairie. Registration is
preferred.
Fall Fest: Music ‘cross the Meadow! – Friday, October 6,
5:00-8:00 p.m.
This family-fun fall prairie festival features music from local
musicians, outdoor activities along the trails, and lots more.
$5/person suggested donation, children 12 and under free!

Join now! Become a Friend
of Wachiska Audubon Society!

Public Officials
President Donald Trump
1600 Pennsylvania Av NW, Washington DC 20500-0001
Comment line: 202-456-1111
Phone: 202-456-1414 Fax: 202-456-2461
E-mail at website: http://whitehouse.gov/contact
Senator Ben Sasse
1128 Lincoln Mall Ste 305, Lincoln NE 68508
Lincoln phone: 402-476-1400 Fax: 402-476-0605
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-4224 Fax: 202-224-5213
E-mail at website: http://sasse.senate.gov
Senator Deb Fischer
440 N 8th St Ste 120, Lincoln NE 68508
Lincoln phone: 402-441-4600 Fax: 402-476-8753
Wash. DC phone: 202-224-6551 Fax: 202-228-0012
E-mail at website: http://fischer.senate.gov

This local chapter membership provides you with voting
privileges and access to all our events, programs, and
committees, plus 100 percent of your membership donation
goes directly to the Wachiska chapter. In addition, Friend
members receive our monthly newsletter, The Babbling Brook,
in their choice of print or electronic form.
Friends of Wachiska (local membership)
Name
Address
City

County

State

Zip

st

Congressman Jeff Fortenberry (1 District)
301 S 13th St Ste 100, Lincoln NE 68508-2537
Lincoln phone: 402-438-1598
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4806 Fax: 202-225-5686
E-mail at website: http://fortenberry.house.gov
Congressman Don Bacon (2nd District)
13906 Gold Cir Ste 101, Omaha NE 68144
Omaha phone: 888-221-7452
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-4155 Fax: 202-226-5452
E-mail at website: https://bacon.house.gov
Congressman Adrian Smith (3rd District)
416 Valley View Dr Ste 600, Scottsbluff NE 69361
Scottsbluff phone: 308-632-3333 Fax: 308-635-3049
Wash. DC phone: 202-225-6435 Fax: 202-225-0207
E-mail at website: http://adriansmith.house.gov
Capitol Hill Switchboard
888-436-8427 or 202-224-3121
Governor Pete Ricketts
Capitol Bldg, PO Box 94848, Lincoln NE 68509-4848
Phone: 402-471-2244 Fax: 402-471-6031
E-mail at website: http://governor.nebraska.gov
State Senator ________
District ___ State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 68509-4604
State Capitol Switchboard
402-471-2311
Lancaster County Commissioners
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 110, Lincoln NE 68508
Phone: 402-441-7447 Fax: 402-441-6301
E-mail: commish@lancaster.ne.gov

Phone
E-mail
$25 Individual/Friend
$35 Family Friend
$50 Black-capped Chickadee Friend
$100 Northern Cardinal Friend
$250 Western Meadowlark Friend
$500 Bald Eagle Friend
$1000 Peregrine Falcon Friend
Select the level of support that is right for you and make your
check payable to Wachiska Audubon Society. All funds
remain with our local chapter and are tax deductible. Mail to:
Wachiska Audubon Society
Attention: Membership Committee
4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643

I prefer to receive my newsletter by email.
Please note: If you are already a member of National Audubon
Society (NAS) you automatically become a member of Wachiska,
but not a Wachiska Friend member. Only Wachiska Friends
receive the printed monthly newsletter each month. If you wish
to join NAS or receive Audubon magazine, please contact
National Audubon Society directly.

Mayor Chris Beutler
County-City Bldg, 555 S 10th St Rm 301, Lincoln NE 68508-2828
Phone: 402-441-7511 Fax: 402-441-7120
E-mail: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov
Lincoln City Council
402-441-7515
E-mail: council@lincoln.ne.gov
Lincoln Journal Star
Letters to the editor, 926 P St, Lincoln NE 68508
E-mail: oped@journalstar.com
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Fall Birdseed Sale Next Month
Wachiska Audubon’s Fall Birdseed Sale will
take place on Friday, October 20, and
Saturday, October 21. The location will be
the same as last fall, 14th and Arapahoe
streets, in southwest Lincoln.
The order form will be included in next
month’s Babbling Brook as well as online
closer to the date.
Remember that the birdseed sales are a
major fundraiser for our chapter, so keep
our leaders and our birds happy and order
what you need! Seed is of the finest quality
we can find in this part of the country.

The Babbling Brook (ISSN #1068-2104) is published monthly by Wachiska Audubon Society.
The known office of publication is 4547 Calvert St Ste 10, Lincoln NE 68506-5643.
Periodical postage paid at Lincoln, Nebraska.
Send address changes to The Babbling Brook
Wachiska Audubon Society, 4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643
The Babbling Brook is printed on recycled and recyclable paper.

Wachiska Audubon Society
4547 Calvert St Ste 10
Lincoln NE 68506-5643
402-486-4846
Office@WachiskaAudubon.org
www.WachiskaAudubon.org

WACHISKA AUDUBON LEADERS - 2017
OFFICERS
President……………………………………………………………..*Gary Fehr………………………………402-570-4382
Vice President……………………………………………………...*Stu Luttich (Geneva)……………..402-759-3597
Recording Secretary ................................................ *Rachel Simpson…………………….402-742-7991
Treasurer ................................................................. *Bill Gustafson………...…………….402-488-1585
Immediate Past President…………………………………….*Jessi Umberger (Otoe)………….402-580-3057
STANDING COMMITTEES/POSITIONS
Director at Large ....................................................... *Lana Novak ............................ 402-475-8693
Director at Large ....................................................... *Richard Peterson ................... 402-489-2996
Director at Large ....................................................... *Roxanne Smith ...................... 402-477-1319
Conservation ............................................................. *Stu Luttich (Geneva) .............. 402-759-3597
Education .................................................................. Sue Kohles (Palmyra) ............... 402-780-5558
*Tim Knott ............................... 402-483-5656
Field Trips .................................................................. John Carlini .............................. 402-475-7275
*Ken Reitan ............................. 402-423-3540
Hospitality ................................................................. Cheryl Moncure ....................... 402-488-0036
Legislation ................................................................. Bruce Kennedy (Malcolm) ....... 402-796-2114
*Sam Truax .............................. 402-325-9012
Membership ............................................................. *Jami Nelson ........................... 402-488-1598
Monthly Programs/General Meetings ..................... Arlys Reitan .......... WAS office 402-486-4846
Newsletter Editor ...................................................... Arlys Reitan .......... WAS office 402-486-4846
Population/Environment .......................................... *Colleen Babcock .................... 308-850-0445
Publicity/Public Relations ......................................... Jeanne Kern ............................. 402-423-0428
*Denotes Board member
OTHER ASSOCIATES
Bird Questions .......................................................... Kevin Poague ........................... 402-797-2301
Facebook Coordinator .............................................. Benjamin Vogt ......................... 402-499-5851
Raptor Recovery ....................................................... Betsy Finch (Elmwood) ............ 402-994-2009
Interim Executive Director Audubon Nebraska ....... Bill Taddicken .......................... 308-468-5282
Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center Director ........ Glynnis Collins ......................... 402-797-2301
Webmaster ............................................................... Dan Staehr ............................... 402-440-5869
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NEBirds Website
Check out the email discussion at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
NEBirds to learn of the latest
sightings and interesting tales of
Nebraska’s most avid birders and
those interested in Nebraska birds
and their ecology. Posts change
daily—and even more often when
excitement arises. Offerings of
recent sightings, questions, and
new photos are all welcome.

Wachiska Audubon Society’s
financial records are available
for examination in the office.

A Gift to the Future
A bequest to Wachiska Audubon Society
is a gift to future generations enabling
our natural heritage to continue. For
wills, trusts, and gifts, our legal name is
Wachiska Audubon Society. Our Federal
Tax ID number is 51-0229888.

